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On the Socalled Mensquestion 


discussion of the redaction, the CLASH 
workshop at the IIM and the international 
participation. 

Clash is available in good info-and 
bookshops in Europe, USA, Canada and 
beyond it. If youdon'tgetitatyourinfoshop, 
speak with them if they can organize a 
collective order. Single orders are too much 
work for us (overseas of course it’s another 
thing). 


PROTECTED PRIVATE PROPERTY! 

This magazine remains the property of the sender unless and/or until it has been 
personally and materially accepted by the prisoner to whom it is addressed. In the event 
that the prisoner is denied direct personal access to this newspaper, it must be returned 
to the sender with notice of the reason(s) for failing to deliver it to the addressee. 
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The CLASH developped from the Interna¬ 
tional Infoshop Meeting IIM, a half-yearly 
meeting of infoshops from different 
european countries. The pilot issue was 
published in 1989. The CLASH is published 
3-4 times a year in both an English-language 
and an German-language issue. 

The publisher is an independent redactional 
collective of people from different european 
countries. The content is determined by the 



SUBSCRIPTION FOR 
PRISONERS 

We received many questions of people in 
prison who want to read the CLASH. Until 
now we could send the papers. Soon our 
financial capacities will be exhausted. We 
are glad about every letter and question 
from prisoners and about new adresses and 
would like to go on: but we just can't 
manage it anymore. 

It would be possible to subsidize the 
prisoners by making the CLASH even more 
expensive. But who has enough money to 
afford the newspajjer anymore. So shit, it 
doesn't work neither. 

Therefor our appeal to you: 

Enable the prisoners participation at 
the political discussion! 

Take care to bring this newspaper 
into jail! 

Overtake subscriptions for prisoners! 

Prisoners subscription means: You send us 
6 pounds / 26 guilders / 20 $ and in return we 
send 4 editions to a prisoner, we pay the 
stamps. But without your support we really 
don't know how to continue. 




















EDIT OR I A L 




We are back again, after a little 
longer period of taking breath, 
thinking and “pausing”. As we 
already announced in the last issue 
it took some longer time til this one, 
because we weren't really satisfied 
with the results of our work - in 
content as well as practically.hat 
met with critics of the CLASH- 
workshop at the International 
Infoshop Meeting IIM and of you, 
dear readers. 

During this period of thinking over 
the project a magnificent Local 
Support Group surprised us with a 
concept-proposal who's main idea 
is to establish Maintopics in each 
issue. We think that concept can 
indeed solve e few of our problems. 
But one after the other: 

Weneeded the time too to clear some 


conflicts between us . In some 
former Editorials we described a bit 
lenghty “how it is between us”, so 
this time we will make it short. The 
redaction and by that also the 
CLASH would really have blown 
up if we hadn't taken the relations 
between us very serious. The 
objective differences between us 
were and still are quiet big: we have 
different political histories, with 
different approaches, experiences 
and perspectives, we don't see us 
very often and always too short, in 
all-day-private-and-political-lifewe 
meet almost never.. In this situation 
it was most important to get to know 
and understand each other and to 
develop mutual confidence, to get 
involved in each other... That was 
and is a difficult process that didn't 
work without breakups and 
divisions. Nevertheless we think that 
today we can talk much more open 
and precise with each other and can 


discuss also “difficult” questions 
controversaly without having to 
have fear that this could endanger 
the bond within the redaction. 
Perhaps this sounds trivial to you 
but it isn't! But still too often 
differing points of view remain 
standing side by side and are 
“accepted” but not cleared/solved. 
Of course that also expresses itself 
in the magazine. 

Hotchpotch or political 
course? 

A often recuring point of critics is 
that the CLASH hasn't a central 
Thread as regards content, no 
political course. It's said to be more 
an info-sampler than a magazine. 
That means that it only shows the 
beginnings of discussions and 
perspectives but doesn't contribute 
much to their developement. An 
own political standpoint and 
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political criterias that assign the 
contributions according to a specific 
political course aren't visible. We 
think this critics is right. We've 
published lots of .information but 
didn't make much of it. Our often 
announced prefaces are mostly 
lacking, contributions in different 
issues that are related to eaeh other 
haven't been put into connection 
byus andattemptsofcomprehensive 
accounts on one topic were seldom 
exceptions. 

But what has been perceived as a 
lack of political course is only partly 
the result of our failing, it's also the 
expression of a concious political 
decision. Up to now we've 
published contributions of and on 
(the most)different movements, 
organisations and groups. It wasn't 
important to us if they called 
themselves anarchistic, communist, 
marxist-leninst, autonomous, anti- 
imperialistic or no matter how and 
if they had devlopped a long-term 
political perspective. In contrary: 
many questions are on the agenda 
(or have to be put on it); these 
questions are older than the 
breakdown of the Soviet Union but 
face to face with the present 
reactionary mobilization they 
become much clearer and urgent. In 
this situation we can't hand out a 
new course or insist on an old one 
and we don't want to do so. This 
would mean to disregard the 
questions and also the chances for a 
future developement. But we want 
to gather from the most various 
struggles of past and present the 
pioneer approaches and 
perspectives. Wetriedthatalthough 
we oftenly couldn't connect the 
different strings together. The aim 
is the unity of all struggles for 
liberation and emancipation but this 
unity has to be fought for again and 
newly. Tis takes the serious dispute 
of erveryone and the willingness to 
take in and discuss the experiences 
of others and to connect them with 
the own, to make differences 
productive and to fight together for 
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new ways. We know the danger that 
being “open” can also slip down to 
reformistic anything goes, but we 
also know the other side only too 
well: the fear of weakness that 
sharpens contradictions even if they 
could be solved commonly. 

From the orders we know that the 
CLASH is read by a broad range of 
really different political groups and 
scenes. We want this to continue 
because howelse could we come to 
a concerted action. 

Also in this openness we have 
criterias what to publish or not but 
they are not primarly connected to 
some political contents. What we 
are looking for is authentic political 
practice and discussion - that 
seriously want's to develop further, 
including the rise to come to very 
other results than thought of in the 
beginning, - that doesn 't loose heart 
nor is afraid of despair, - thatwant'Bs 
more than to feather one's nest, 
than leftradical image-neurosis and 
new hierarchy. 

In this context we have to excuse 
ourselves for a part of our forward 
to the contribution of Alan Berkman 
in the last issue: meant is the 
“shabby” comment on the RZ- 
declaration “Gerd Albatus is dead”. 
That insulting comment was the 
contrary of constructive critics and 
discussion - it shows, that we still 
have to learn. 

On the EM in Berlin in December 
'92 the Clash was critcized to be 
“germanized”: because of the many 
contributions from Germany, the 
specific german discussions and the 
oftenly bad language quality of the 
translations. 

Unfortunately it's fact that we get 
sended many magazinesfrom al over 
the world but very seldom articles 
and those indeed mostly from 
Germany. Weareneverabletoread 
all these magazines and to make a 
careful selection from them. So the 
“germanized”-critcism is right but 
we can't change this by our own. 
We hope that the main topics will 


help by making it easier to work on 
the CLASH too. 

Concerning the language quality of 
the translations our attitude has 
changed. In the beginning we were 
satisfied with managing at all to 
publish the CLASH in two 
languages. Meanwhile we learned 
that good translations are very 
important to be able to understand 
and to discuss an article. Now we 
try hard to improve the translations 
and we think we made some progress 
(ifyou stumble over bad translations 
please tell us concretely: what issue, 
what article, so we can better leam 
from it) 

Also the distribution - is has to be 
admitted - causes us some problems. 
We are sorry some of got the 
CLASH some months too late. For 
the future we hope the best! (?) 
The CLASH has a new xmdertitle: 
“international magazin” (who 
noticed it?). With the old undertitle 
we were discontent for quiet a while 
now. Nor was “from/for” a very 
precise formulation neither has 
“rsistance” in every country the 
same meaning and it newer calls all 
people who organize and struggle 
for a solidaric society. The new 
undertitle is quiet general but 
although it describes the character 
of the magazine better than the old 
one and it's not so 
misunderstandable and partly even 
wrong as the old one. 

And thanks a lot for the nice and 
encouraging letters and greatings 
that reached us in this longer period 
since the last issue! 


Introducing: MAIM TOPICS 


Since some time a discussions process 
has taken place within the redaction 
and at the international Info-shop 
meeting. By that, and by criticisms of 
several sides the necessity of changing 
the newspaper was made obvious. 

A support group developed a proposal 
to cWge the structure of CLASH, 
which was discussed at the IIM and in 
the redaction. Now we want to present 
the result to you. 

The new structure, with which we’ 11 
start from Nr. 9, is supposed to connect 
the needs for information and 
discussion in a better way. Tnerefore 
the newspaper will be devided in two 
parts of equal size, namely “main topic” 
and “information and exchange”. 

We think that main topics might be a 
xisefiil means to discuss internationally 
and to improve knowing and 
understanding each other. Because the 
main topics are announced early, single 


people and groups will have enough 
time to discuss about and to prepare 
contributions. By this way internatio¬ 
nal discussions can emerge without 
long travels a.s.o. being necessary. 
Discussions will get more importance 
then in CLASH. We think that to be 
right because today the lack of 
information is less the problem than 
what we can make out of it. 

The main topics give us the possibility 
to work ourselves in the respecting 
topics so that we get able to discuss in 
a better way. Up to now, we often 
discussed wildly (and without profound 
knowledge) about the just present 
articles. This didn’t satisfy us and we 
couldn’t 

learn very much in these discussions. 
We think that also the discussions in 
the workshop at the IIM can improve 
by the main topics. As far as we know, 
in the past there was often the problem 
of not knowing exactly what to discuss, 


because nothing was prepared. So there 
could not be made much of the chance 
that comrades from different West- 
European countries were there. 

But we also have to emphasize that the 
cooperation of many people concerning 
the main topics is not only a possibility 
but also a necessity. We cannot hold 
the international discussion only out of 
our knowledge and experience. To us 
it’s very important that this concept 
was taken up positively in the CLASH 
workshop of the IIM and was already 
started by the preparation of the main 
topic “reactionary mobilization”. Also 
the positive reaction of the antifa- 
workshop to this main topic proposal 
has encouraged us. 

The concept of main topics surely 
cannot solve all problems, but if it is 
taken up practically - that means if 
people and groups work on the main 
topics, discuss them and send us articles 
- then that will be a big step forward! 


HOW SHALL THIS FUlUCTIOM ??? 


Both parts - “main topic” and 
“information and exchange” are to have 
nearly the extent and importance. 

Main Topic: 

Every main topic should start with a 
short overview of the historic 
development and the present situation 
in several countries and the left 
spectrum relating to the respective 
subject This is necessary for having a 
common basis of discussion and for a 
better understanding and categorizing 
of the foUwoing contributions. 

Then several contributions shall discuss 
the topic under different aspects, 
examine backgroimds and point out 
contextes, work out differences and 
common grounds, a.s.o...That soimds 
very* general; by the presentation of the 
single topics it will be clearer what is 
meant 

The questions and aspects which we 
think are important shall be published 
in preceding issues. 

There will be a column for reactions on 
preceding main topics too. 

Information and exchange: 

This part corresponds approximately 


to the previous character of the 
nespaper: reports and anlysis from 
different countries and from different 
movements and spectrum; articles, 
interviews, reports on actions, short 
reports and infos... 

Howto handle the main topics 

The task of redaction and IIM workshop 
is to discuss those main topics which 
are important and interesting for the 
international discussion. The discussion 
at the IIM has to be prepared so that a 
continuously debate will be possible. 
Preparation time is necessary for being 
able to participate in the main topics. - 
perhaps others have to be asked for 
special contributions, may be enquiries 
are necessary. 

Therefor the maintopics are to be 
annoxmced early, namely 10 months in 
advance. 

The redaction informs the CLASH.- 
workshop about its proposals and about 
those which were sent in. If you send us 
proposals, it will be good to prepare 
them as exact as possible. The ClASH- 
workshop discusses main topics for 3 


issues in advance and formulates the 
ideas and questions concerning the 
content. The definite decision is made 
by the redaction which finally has to 
handle the subject. 

In the newspaper the main topics for 3 
following issues are presented: 

* the topic of the third issue will be 
described exactly so that there is enough 
time to discuss ist and to write articles 
or to look for suitable articles. 

* concerning the second issue, there 
will be an overview about articles which 
already will have reached us, to what 
there have been promises and what is 
still to be done 

* and the “last appeal” concerning the 
issue coming next 

All that is no completely fixed concept, 
but shall be an orientation. Even now 
in the beginning it has to be handled 
more flexible and of course it’s obvious 
that current events can lead to changes 
of main topics. And we’ll see how the 
whole thing works, if it is taken up, 
wether we receive reactions from you, 
and which ones ! 




Main Topic 


9, approximately September 93 


Antifascist perspectives and struggles against the 

reactionary mobilization 

and fascist development - situations, analyses, discussions 



During the last years in nearly all european 
countries fascist organisations are getting 
stronger and fascist parties gain more and 
more votes and there have been a lot of 
attacks on immigrants, gays and lesbians, 
on homeless people, handicapped, Lefts... 
At the same time a milicious campaign 
against immigrants was raised and in many 
countries the laws concerning immigrants/ 
refugees were tightened. For to make 
visible the parallels and differences in 
the several countries the main topic 
should give an overview on; 

- the historical development of fascist 
organisations and parties, of states 
propaganda and legislation in 

correlation to west-european unification 


(EEC), and which part/function the fascist 
parties and organisations take in this process 


-the fascist and racist development during 
the last years 


- the development of anti-racist and anti¬ 
fascist action and organizing 


- the state’s reaction on fascist development 
and on anti-fascist resistance 


These contributions should give a back- 
groimd for more profound analysis and 
theoretical discussions. We think of one or 
two pages per country. 


But not only the number of fascist 
organisations and votes for 
fascist parties have in¬ 
creased. There is also a 
growing acceptance and 
support of racist and fascist 
activities by the populations; 
e.g. during the attacks at a 
refugee camp in Rostock/ 
FRG. How does the Left/ 
antifascist resistance in the 
several countries face this 
reactionary mobilization that 
cannot only be opposed by 
attacks against organized 
fascists? Which reasons do 
you see for this 
development? 


Towards this question we 
want to develop a “deeper” 
discussion with more than 
only superficial analysis. 
There could be a collection 
of articles with analysis fiom 
various points of view and 
different approaches to the 
item. What are you dis¬ 
cussing mainly in your 
coimtry or city? 

Possible approaches could 
be: 

- the social and economic 
background of fascism, the 
increasingpoverty andspcial 


6 


deregulation as well as the international 
imperialist development 

- the structure of the westeuropean society 
and culture which is a culture of dominance 
based on patriarchal structures 

- the relation between fascism and patriarchy 
and also the mens ’ domination in antifascist. 
struggle 

- in which way the Left is organized, what 
good or bad experiences do you have made 

- if there is a split between antifascist and 
antiracist work 

- and last but not least, ifbeing an antifascist 
means being antisexist and antiracist in 
daily life too 

Of course, situation in the several countries 
is different. In some countries the organized 
fascists have more importance than in others, 
but altogether the reactionary development 
and the questions and demands on the Left 
resulting from it seem to be similar. 

We think that it should be possible to 
comrades of european countries to 
contribute to this discussion by own articles 
or other publications that you think are 
useful. If you send us others’ articles please 
add where they were published originally. 
Also tips on other books/magazines/...are 
welcome. 

Of course an exchange about the different 
situations is necessary but it would be good 
to write not too long articles, and the 
discussions, approaches, developments and 
ideas should be imparted in a way that it is 
possible to learn from them. 

Possibly you are not able to give answers on 
all questions mentioned above. Don’t worry, 
never mind! Write down your discussions 
and experiences towards those questions 
you are able to. We are looking forward 
to your contributions! 

THE DEADLINE IS 
15 of JULY 1993 !!! 

Clash workshop at the IIM, 
Kopenhagen April 1993 


Main topic 


PATRIARCHY 

No, lOf probably coming in beginning 
of ^94 

Also main topic is basing on Clash 
workshop’s discussion at the IIM. We 
haven’ tbeenableto discuss itprecisely. 
The time between IIM and now has 
been to short* Another reason is that we 
as editorial staff have no common 
opinion about it, neither between 
women and men, nor among women, 
nor among men. 

So this a bit provisional: 

Just as the main topic antifascism we 
would like to have an overview about 
the situation in the several countries at 
the beginning: 

How is patriarchy, respectively the 
liberation from its structures discussed 
in the several coimtries? How are those 
discussions brought into practice? What 
is the reality for women, lesbians and 
gays in left-wing movements? 

Otherwise a coarse divission in: 

* the patriarchal system today 

- for a better understanding of it 

* and the struggles against it 

- to develope them and ourselves 

The analysis of patriarchal system 
should have a use for our present 
situation. We don’t want theoretical 
arguing about what has been existing 
first: Patriarchy or capitalism 

Presentproposals for probable starting- 
points: 

Patriarchy and 

-500 years of colonialism: 
Economy’s and patriarchal system’s 
development is interacting. The present 
economic world system has a 500 years 
old history. Therein patriarchal system 
has de\'eloped to its specific present 
shape and function. 

-Racism and capitalism 
(Triiqyle opression): 

is the relationship between the 
several suppression systems? Is it 



possible/usefull/permissible to discuss 
them in a common generic context of 
hierarchy and dominion culture? 

-social organisation: 

What will be the effects of nuclear 
family’s increasing dissolving and in 
which extend is it a constituting part of 
patriarchal system? What is the role of 
heterosexism? 

-technological development: 
What kinds of effects will have e.g. 
gen-technology, technology of inten¬ 
sive-medical pregnancy...now and in 
the future? 

-different (historical) 
societies: 

Comparisions might be usefull to get a 
more detailed understanding ofpresent 
situation (and perhaps to make more 
clear and conscious about other 
possibilities) 

In present situation the stmggles against 
patriarchal system have a different 
character for women, for gays, for 
lesbians and for men. This has an 
expression in the following 
composition of different starts for 
discussions on this topic: 

-Women’s liberation and 
mixed-sex organizing 

-Men’s discussions (and 
struggles?) 

-Gays and lesbians in militant 

Left 

-Bourgeoise and 

revolutionary Feminism 


-Femininist organizing 
(We are aware of that in a mixed-sex 
‘project’ some discussions, e.g. the last 
point “feminist organizing” cannot be 
discussed very profound because they 
are intended only for those directly 
concerned.) 

Partly this will be like reports from 
different worlds. But we want to keep 
in our heads that we have to develope 
a common perspective for liberation. 
This means that differences and 
contradictions have to be respected and 
discussed as well as seperated 
organizing in antipatriarchal struggle 
is an obvious consequence of the real 
breaks and clefts in our reality 
concerning daily life and struggle. 

Deadline: Contributions to this 
main topic have to arrive ‘till midst of 

November '93. 
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The main topic of no. 11 will 

deal with 

ECOniOMY. 

Key words are: capitalist crisis, 
toyotism, ware- society 
We will present this more precisely 
in our next issue (To discuss 3 main 
topic at once was a job we couldn’t 
manage) 






without Victor and that “Area. 
Critica was sponsored with mone]i| 


Xr^Cri^ca 
a^gainst tl 


The newspaper “Area 
Critica” is published every 
two months. Editor is the 
APIOD - Association 
(Association to Support 
Objective Information). 

“Area Critica” is one of the 
very few Spanish newspapers, 
which publishes debates concerning 
perspectives and strategies on 
revolutionary policy. Informing 
about the situation of the prisoners 
of ETA, GRAPO, PCE(r) and other 
political prisoners, the paper is also 
a mouthpiece for them. Naturally 
the Spanish State is not very pleased 
about this and therefore tries to stop 
the work of “Area Critica”. 

On the 3rd of November, 1992, the 
editor-in-chief, Victor Di(§guez 
returned from a journey. Bbr two 
months he had made cont^|pts with 
the militants of the PCE(r) lo inter¬ 
view their General Secretai|r. Finally 
he met Manuel Perez ^Martinez 
(Camarada Arenas) and other ille¬ 
gal militants of the PCE(r) in Paris. 
Three days latei^' he )int back to 
Spain, carrying with 
view, photos and 


militants to their families in Spain. 
He also had some money for a new 
edition of two books written by the 
prisoners, “History of PCE(r) and 
GRAPO” and “Chronicle of Herrera 
de La Mancha”. At the border, in 
Irun, he was controlled and his 
luggage searched. Finding the 
material about the PCE(r), the 
Guardia conflscated everything. 
Victor Di^guez was arrested and 
taken to Carabanchel-Jail. His flat 
was searched, 350.000 pesetas were 
confiscated. They also raided the 
editorial office of “Area Critica” 
where they confiscated money, all 
material for the November/ 
December-edition and many other 
things. As the cops said, the 
newspaper would not be published 


Up with the i 


I 


0bU 


fsmo- 


nor 


of dark origin”. 

On the 23rd of I>e^in|||eg' Victor 
was released on bail, 
to register with the 
nal every two weeks ffi 
Until now neither the 
the money were given back, which 
causes financial problei^ for the 
newspaper. Though the jplkper does 
not pay any wages and gets a lot of 
volunteer support, there are 
15 Mio. Pesetas missing 
= about $ 0.85). 
there is a call for 
up comittees of 
subscribe for the p^Hei* 

Here is the adress: 

AREA CRITICA 
Apdo. de correos 
48004 Bilbao 
Tlfno/Fax: (94) 41 


Aqui seguimos 
We will carry on 

Repression 
against the 
spanisch 
newspaper 
Area Critica 
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Rebelles 


Bl MONTHLY 



Mm ^ption rat^ you live and 

^Mmuch money you have, so better ask them 
^pelves. 

they also always need lots of help in the form of 
ftiph^y, articles, cartoons, pl^tos, translations nnd so on. 


women s ne^ 
London, 
backgrounds'll 
world. 

IP range M 


leninp^ 


m discus$i€asSibotiliha1^< 


p-s^uch|ii|^Smsh women 
thewhdiiK^mixed with 


fiBritishji 


Attitude can be reached at 
Railton Road, 
^^iipnSElAOhR 


On the whcdi^|[s js th^nl^g| 
dem (orbld*|^(M<^^f^|^^ 

I live with^feor^“.^fe^‘r^^ 

^alltalk 

highly recdj^^^"?! 

->• -■ 


ADICAL WOMEN'S NEWSPAPER 


IN NEED I 

“Rebelles” is published in Paris and is a French monthly 
review. 

"Rebelles” reports about prisoners’ struggles in 
France, about detention conditions, jails, 
scandals,...and often it also has international reports. 

In France, ^RebeUes” is an important communication 
means among the prisoners and also for their families 
and friends. Further it is an information source for 
lawyers and the public. 

But since winter 92/93 “Rebelles” has been in big 
financial need. That means that it cannot be published 
any longer if there is no change of financial situation! 

You can help “Rebelles” with your subscribing (and 
hopefully not forgetting to pay) or giving a donation. 

Transfers please to the following account: 

APEL (alliance des prisonniers en lutte) 
CCPn°24 711 73 N Paris 



On se fk^mke A l'assai/t,. 








A Douai, la colere 
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and please note wether the money is paid as donation or 
subscription or resubscription. 























Since the beginning of i 
June 1991 as a cross point 
idea of SpinnenNetz was 
founding a press agency 
political groups, organisatit 

Why SpinnenNetz? 


[, Spinne^etz i^ on line, sei^ce and since 

th^uropean Goui^r Network Nevertheless, the 

jefore and changed its charakter indfie meantime. From the start, 
>mpreading censured news today becan^e^^te^/natmnal network of 
4?, partial movements. ^ 


On the one hand side we try to give an oportunity to 
small, regional and hardly financed medias to break 
through their isolation. Not each one of them is to 
organize their own international network, but needs 
partial connections, to be used from time to timt or 
concerning certain issues, we do*toe work of a crosspoint 
between sources of information^olitical movements, 
networks and independant medias. \ 

On the other hand we try to promofe news, which can 
help on our discussions about left '^Ihg revolutionary 
movements. 

So we have founded SpinnenNetz in or^ to open the 
gate to uncensoE%‘a:^ MUhem ical infor^tioiwsonti- 
nuously, fast and as cheap ^^i ^lhle “w ^ gA 

- in different countries, regions, cS^c> ' 

- for smaller and bigger Mediaproje^(BUch S^ fr^ 
radios, independant newsmagazines) . 

- for infoshops, archives, networks, infotelepkone^^ u * 

- for political strucures, groups 

work on certain issues. ^ ^ 

A continuously working infostructufe is one of the, 
necessities for instance to find joint political “answers 
against the cooperation between poliicieforce5Si.^Ju^tice, 
military forces and fascists in Europe. X,, 

Networking by Data CommMnication 

1. By the possibility of a sudden transmission of news into 
many different cities and countries, the oportunity to act 
and react on political events became more evident and 
effective. Some of the examples of this work by 
SpinnenNetz are the campaigns for the freedom of 
political prisoners in the USA (“freedom now”) or Greece 
(“politechnio”, Athens 1991), our Informative try to break 
the international news blockade concerning the second 
gulf war by publishing the “anti-war-info” containing lots 
of information directly from the war zone or the world 
wide resistance against the war (partially also via radio) 
and the foundation of the ECN in 1991, together with 
other groups from Holland and Italy, to from a 
infoexchange on european level.This Eurpean Network 


for antagonistic news today works together with groups 
from the USA, Canada, Palestine, Curdistan and different 
other european countries, which became connected in 
the meantime. SpinnenNetz cooperates with infoshops, 
antifascist antiracist strucures, free radios and news¬ 
paper/magazine projects. 

2. Discussion leaflets can be published via the network 
and suddenly reach many different cities apart from the 
private connections. We do not want to transmit discus¬ 
sion leaflet| 7 made by single persons, because we start 
from the principle, that political processes proceed from 
collectivdidiscussion and action. If we could develop 
apart from couutry or city borders, the 
. polftictQ.pressure, wiflc^ are able to produce, would 

tbfCbme much stronger than it is today. 

* 3, .Data Communication does not compensate personal 
cbifimunit^Uon, but is able to support such, if comrades 
cannpt see each pther because of long distance or little 
tirne ahdmoney, but wish to be informed continuously in 
, the meantime. 

' 'd 

^4*. A^mailbdxsystem represents the possibility to arrange 
.^information in a certain manner, related to political 
issues, tarots or structures. Groups which work with 
SpinnenNetz; thereby can everytime transmit information 
to the system or download from it in a very distinct mode. 

Main issues are today: 

- antiracism, refugee-politics 

- antifascist struggle 

- restructurization, squatting, social centres etc. 

- internationalism 

- prisoners 

- women/lesbian struggle 

- antimiltarism 

- social stmggles/movements 
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The different levels of SpmnenNetz 
and ECN 

The network operates on three different levels: 

1. Regional structures transmit news from and to the 
crosspoints. 

2. The crosspoints are connected via a national 
mailboxsystem and are responsible for certain 
international contacts to other organisations or 
networks. 

3. The interantional newsexchange is coordinated 
• hrough the ECN-structure. 

SpinnenNetz Berlin for instance receives ECN-news from 
a computernetwork from Holland and MainzAViesbaden 
from Italy. The dutch systemoperators from either news- 
desk Amstardam or aps-Amsterdam get their informa¬ 
tions from the U.S. (NLNS-networ^, Belgium and Eng¬ 
land, the Italian network from Ai^nomia Operaia re¬ 
ceives informations from Palestine, mithern-Ireland and 
France, SpinnenNetz-groups from Debark (ECN), Italy 
(“controinformazione internazIonale”)^reece (“Anar¬ 
chists for social and class war”, ABC Au^ns), Curdistan 
(Turkey/Iraq), Turkey, USAS Black lather News 
Service, MLN, Arm the Spirit), Canada feison News 
Service) and South->i^a»®ejptral America^OQlMk / 
Mexico, Radio Venceremos'I^iSfealvadon^idm 
americana / Uruguay) 

Each crosspoint simoultaneously is part o 
infoexchange. Those Infos from the EC N,aflf 4tRfef%lrud-» 
tures f.e. are given from Mainz/W^]ii^^’'tQ&rburg, 
GieBen, Frankfurt, Offe^rf^ Darmsllip Mainz, 
Wiesbaden, Heidelberg andXudwlgshafe^Pfevery city 
different groups are receiving, producin^id ^rking on ‘ 
the SpinnenNetz-Information and sendi^, neWk baqk to 
the crosspoint. W * 

The SpinnenNetz crosspoints exchanM'their data via 
mailboxes, usually when it is needed an®n future in an 
overnight mailer-operation. Those crosspmnts have been 
foimded so far in Mainz/wlesbaden, Berlil!^ Bonn, Got¬ 
tingen, but SpinnenNetz is still In discussion with groups 
from other cities such as Hamburg. Furthermore com¬ 
rades from Sweden, Norway, Switzreland, Austria and 
Euskadi want to become connected to the ECN-structure 
(April 1995). 


Concept SpinnenNetz 


consequently develop om- politics in a collective way. 
The technical equipment and structure is no more 
. than a remedy , meanwhile the essential discussions 
and actions are formed by personal meetings and 
cooperation. We also believe In the need for an own 
way working and developing our own technics. This 
does practically not mean a concurrence or decline of 
other networks, but the realization of a different 
political concept. 

2. This way of dataexchange is relatively (to the amount 
of information transmitted) cheap. Many regional 
working groups do only have to make local calls to 
become conneced to the next crosspoint. The national 
crosspoints are connected via mailer and exchange 
news frequently. 

3. Repression can’t easily target one of the crosspoints, 
because the deficiency of one of them can be replaced 
by the remafning structure. The expense to destriy 
such a structure will be quite high, the try to 
criminal^^ it, will mobilize a wide range resistance 
througM^ut the different political movements, 
organi^ons and groups, working with and inside 
Spinn|^Netz. Structures like SpinnenNetz or ECN can 
only^ protected poliUcally and technically in a very 

JimBedway. „ 

^I^^Wn three different levels includes using 
^ iE^nical means than computer. Small, regional 
rtng groups, wich often miss enough money to 
bemselves a computer, ban transmit their 


Ti^s still Via telephone and mail or as well fax, if 
Thereby allready operating structures can 
be u^^and connected with SpinnenNetz or ECN. We 
5 ^%^^ ^ve to build any parallelstructure or new 


C? network 

A clearlgstructurized network enables us to discuss 
on the “oasis of exact knowledge about the back- 
groundj and political situation or reality of comrades 
in other places and verify cooperation by Joint action. 
Infoi|naUon for us is never selfsufiicient. Infomiation 
produces consequences. New medias should not 
dominate our politics,but play their part in making us 
act; Organisation and coordination do not auto¬ 
matically grow out of information, therefore 
communication is one of the suppositions. 

SpinnenNetz and organisation 


1. Experience with other networks prooved, that open 
networks one day become unintelligible, because lots 
of junk-information is sent to a mailbox causing the 
situation, that information is of no use because of the 
obscurity of its source. It can’t be satisfying protecting 
a network by only technical means, it is for our own 
political work and safety to have an interset in 
working with news and data of clear source. There 
exists for shure the possibility to construct certain 
userstructures within existing networks, but our 
political concept is different: The technical 
(Spinnen)net is a possibility to create a continuing 
political work between the SpinnenNetz / ECN- 
groups. The three levels of the SpinnenNetz-organism 
are held as personal as possible in order to make 
infoexchange work on a basis of Instructive trust. It is 
not our main issue to build as fast as possible an 
european-wide Data-exchange-project, but 


Meanwhile many discussions began in different places 
abot the issue of organizing the revolutionary left. One of 
the Issues of SpinnenNetz Mainz/Wiesbaden is to support 
these discussions between comrades in different cities, 
countries. Synchronously we do realize our work as one 
step towards organisation and the certain discussions and 
do relate not only on the antifascist organisation of the 
Antifaschistische Aktion/Bundesorganisation or the 
structure of infoshops, but in perspective of the whole 
revolutionary left in the FRG. It is no more question why 
and when, but where and how we become organized. We 
have had enough experience with the revolutionary of 
the last years to know, hwo Isolated in society and deso¬ 
late in our own structures we are yet. Organisation 
should create one of the presuppositions for a continuing 
and coordinated praxis, to become based again on the 
real living conditions in society. We do believe, that only 
an representative organism with a federal liable 




framework makes it possible for other groups to adress 
their discussions on revolutionary left winged positions 
and relate to them. As SpinnenNetz Mainz/Wiesbaden we 
do support different ways of organsiation, such as the 
antifascist action/federal organisation, the infoshops, the 
coordination office for political prisoners a.o., because 
different concepts should be realized practically separate, 
but exchange experience and cooperate with each other. 
SpinnenNetz wants to support this mutual effect. 


and work and show the way to their issues (f.e. 
organisation, main issues concerning themes or 
countries, cooperation with international structures). 
That means that the disussion about constructing an 
internation computernetwork simultaneously repersents 
the discussion about our authentical political 
targets/perspectives. 

The consequence of information 


New Order 

Since the reduction of the political blocks and a 
dislocation of power in the world a new orientation of left 
winged politics seems to be unavoidable. To find new 
points of departure for an internationalistic policy has 
become the basis for our political survival. Only 
organized structures can guarantee the liability for that. 
To work on this internationalisti^^sue does neither 
mean to present ready made solution^ior simply outlaw 
the idea of a revolutionary struggle as eftipty talk. This is 
only possible by basing our politics in tlje different frac¬ 
tions of the FRG-Society and concretely b^in to create a 
coordinated public relations work, whicli^lies on our 
own structures like offices, communicaTOn, culture, 
medias etc. TheoreticaLan^iractical beginiffligs are the 

Antifa-Organisation^me^^^totssion of _ _ 

Arranca from Berlin, The Coormn^%^^pr tl^p^lu 
Prisoners and the Infoshop-meetings. 

Computers are stupid 


Information itself does not make any sense, if it does not 
develop any consequence and structures, which 
strengthen our activities. This means vice versa: The 
information itself must already lay bare the way to act 
politically. We don’t want to reproduce the bourgeois 
journalism through SpinnenNetz, which only produces 
information for consumption as a supplement of visual 
impressions. Information must have a consequence and 
that’s why at th^)egining of the SpinnenNetz work 
stands the infomlation about actual events, mobilisations 
a.s.o. Spinnenlptz has been active for instance during 
the event in^stock, Mannheim-Schonau (fascists and 
citizens at^ked refugees homes) or the Economic 
Sxnnmit in^unich or the fascist murder of the comrade 
Silvio Mew in Berlin and the antifascist mobilisations in 
^siot®econdly wewp|i^^oipjomote the exchange of 
3ut lon^h|ffir^rspectives and actions like 
background info, theoretical works 
)li|P^practical education. This part is to our 
not enough represented in the present mailbox 


Although computers have many advantages for Qiir work, 
each and everyone who use^ them, shouldTiave an opi¬ 
nion about their character and disadvantages concerning 
our work and deal with them. Computer do noftreplace 
political strucures. '\ 

We do work with computer, because we feel, that we can^ 
use them for our political work and want to make certain 
experience. There are many new experiences growing, 
being confronted with computer, which means that we 
are ought to reflect its sense or nonsense simultaneously 
to our work. The computerization of our political work 
conceal as well usefuL asuseless aspects. 

Dangerous for example is the disinformation about 
elementary structures of computerwork. Although most 
of the data on discettes or mainboard are harmless; Who 
works with computer should know when data is really 
wiped out, safe against hacking or simply reproduceable. 

Senseless for example is the -technically optional- accu¬ 
mulation of more and more ‘‘information”, which, often 
produced unkindly, vanishes in electronic drawers, 
because of a lack of relation to any consequence or 
action. Because of that we have to discuss also the 
questions of network and dataexchange with regard to 
the contents and not only the technics. 

Texts which are written in ASCIl-Code, miss furthermore 
a personal expression of creativity and thereby cannot 
displace leaflets or personal talks for communication. 
ASCII-texts transport the pure information and show to 
us the narrow frame of expressive means of computers. 

Not only the network of political groups and organisa¬ 
tions but also the discussion, information and exchange 
about political concepts must relate to our political reality 


wor 


textstructures 


Hpw can int 
Sample fo^ 
house. 


lation/texts look like? 

political event in a city, f.e. squatting of a 


1. Story of clitics and practics of a group. How was it 
formed «ginally? 

2, Situat^n of start(in a city/region), political and 
tacticgi* concept of the action, expectations. 

5. The event itself: What happened, where and when, 
what did not happen, actual information to the set, 
have the expectations been fulfilled or not? 

4. How to react? Own activities, expectation to the 
audience. 

5. Consequences of the following discussions. Did 
something happen in accession? 

6. Transmission of practical knowledge for other 
comrades? 

7. Perspective for future actions. 

Computers only make sense, if they increase the quality 
of our information (f.e. for editorial work of 
newsmagazines, radios etc.) and help working. Our 
demand has always been, that any action should explain 
itself. But the technical simplicity of transmission of 
information to many readers is not the same as the 
clearness of its content. This is, what we ignored many 
times in dealing with the bourgeois medias: The 
advantage of computerized media-network is not the 
mass of readers/audience. We want to create a strucure, 
which puts information into a certain context, a frame¬ 
work of information, that makes news valuable from our 
political point of view. Beginning from this point, it will 
be possible for us to organize politics at the place, where 
we live, in a wider frame of understanding. 




Compter and Groupstmcture 

Still we haven’t thought enough about the social changes 
within computerwork, concerning our own structures, 
apart from hired labom. Every group has to decide on its 
own, how hierarchies can be avoided by technical and 
political education within its structures. Not everyone 
must be able to cope with everything, but hierarchies are 
often a question of a lack of transparent explanation or 
discussion inside a group. However, in a group, which 
works with computers, allways more than one oerson 
should be able to handle the techniced equipment in case 
of missing someone.The decision, if a group works with 
computer has to be taken by all members as well as 
vereyone should be responsible for its realisation. 

SpinnenNetz will be hwo we want it to be. It can only 
function, if many political groups and collectives take 
part in its structure. So: at all events, which happen in 
your cities/regions make a selection of what can be 
interseUng for a national or international audience and 
send these informations to us. All Information, which 
should be published via ECN must be written in english, 
there is no more time to translate any text. Send your info 
on discettes in ASClI-Code!!! either per mail or directly 
through any organism, which is connected to the 
SpinnenNetz/ECN-structure. 

Short technical advice for using 
SpinnenNetz 

First of all an indication: Also the technical equipment we 
use produces problems, wihch means, try again, if it does 
not work at once. The datacommimlcation is at the one 
hand side dependant on the capacity of your and our 
technical equipment (2400 Baud-modem) and the quality 
of the telephone connection. Most of the problems can be 


solved via letter, telephone or meeting with us. Since 
February 1992 we run a mailbox 24 hours a day. Every¬ 
body who has a modem can theoreUcally get an access to 
the mailbox. Others ean also ask for information via 
telephone or mail or fax: 

Verein zur Forderung politischer Kultur durch 
Kommunikation e.V. 

WerderstraBe 8 
W-6200 Wiesbaden. 

TeIephone:+49-611-440887 
Telefax: +49-611-9490751 
MaiIbox:+49-611-9490749. 

And now to everyone, who wants to up- or download 
textflles. Please become connected to us because of up¬ 
load of textllles. For download first fill in the questioning 
paper at the beginning of the mailbox-access, then we 
will talk to you and give you a certain access. If you have 
any advice or idea of technical importance, please 
contact us, we call back. 

It is quite clear to us, that our mailboxstructure does not 
deliver the amount of information or service, common to 
other networks. This is one of the reason, why you don’t 
pay any user-dues in the moment, another reason is the 
administrational work on a abo-structure, which has no 
relation to its real use for us. But: Nevertheless, we do 
need money and your support. We think that also this 
money promotes a better SpinnenNetz-sfructure, at least 
for your use in future. 

Contributions are payed to the: 

Verein zur Forderung politischer Kultur durch 
Kommunikation e.V., 

Wiesbadener Volksbank, 

BLZ 51090000, Kto.No.; 185367.06 

SpinnenNetz Malnz/Wiesbaden in May 1993 
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with Activists of the 

Antifascist Action 

Federal Organization 

in Germany 



One of various discussions that have been going on in Germany over the last two years is 
a discussion about an organizational model. This model is trying to draw on the 
experiences and learn the lessons from the Autonomen movement and to build a 
nationwide (federal) structure. The Antifascist Action / Federal Organisation (AA/FO) is the 
beginnings of an organization, which has arisen from discussions going on in various 
autonomen, antifascist groups. The AA/FO is now taking practical steps and has gone 
public. The individual member groups of the AA/FO from the various towns and regions in 
Germany form the basis of the structure. The idea Is that the regional structures will send 
delegates to the federal meetings, where the level of organization allows it. However, in 
this initial phase, almost all delegates are sent by the individual town groups to the federal 
meetings. The main emphasis in the decision-making process, building political structures, 
the basis for organization and practice is decentralized, i.e: in the towns and regions. The 
national meetings guarantee the contact, the exchange of ideas and experiences gained in 
the building work and the cooperation between the various groups and projects. The long 
term goal is to be able to make decisions and campaign on a national level. We conducted 
this interview with a female and male comrade, whose group is part of the AA/FO. Since 
it is also a principle of the AA/FO that the groups are responsible for their locality or region, 
they do not speak as representatives of the AA/FO, but for themselves. A state has not yet 
been reached, whereby the individual groups are in a position to represent the entire 
organization. We have given the comrades the names Anna and Arthur. 












CLASH: Why do you personally 
take part in this project? It is really 
a long process, which you have 
engaged upon. Why do you think 
that an organization is necessary? 
ARTHUR; I have been working in 
political groupings since the mid¬ 
eighties. I became politically active in 
the last years of the Startbahn (Airport 
Runway) years (*1). I have been active 
in many groups and initiatives since 
then. I think that my experiences 
collected in those years are nothing 
new to many comrades here in 
Germany: Groups, that fell apart again 
once the campaigns were over, a lack 
of commitment, cycle politics, and just 
with a gut feeling. In view of this kind 
of structure, it is no wonder that whole 
movements such as the runway 
movement could just disappear after a 
wave of state repression (in 1987 after 
the shootings). The anti-authoritarian 
history of the radical left in Germany 
since 68 has now reached a point, where 
we have to stand back and take a look 
at where we are. That does not mean, 
we should now dig up the old 
authoritarian structures, but neither can 
we hang around our infoshop, find our 
old structures great and wait for better 
times. The last 3 years in the aftermath 
of the re-unification of Germany have 
shown, that we are not able to put up 
anything against the reactionary wave 
that has flooded over everyone. That is 
not just a matter of the pigs being so 
strong. That is why I found the 
Goettingen paper at the time to be a 
correct and courageous step forward. 
At the same time, the Heinz Schenk 
debate was going on in Berlin too. 
That I found no coincidence, rather it 
wzs clear that we have to change our 
structures. It is also clear that is a jump 
into cold water. However, I think it is 
quite understandable that the people 
who are making that jump now (all of 
them from autonomen groupings) do 
not want to copy the politics of the K- 
groups or to build a new Socialist Unity 
Party (former rulingparty in the German 
DenKDcratic Republic), or any of the 
ocher cr^ that I have heard. I feel sorry 
for comrades, who only can think of 
cadre part>', when they hear the word 
organization. It is about creating a 
framework to be able to bring together 
the experiences, commitments and 
political strategies and analyze them. 


so that we can develop strategies and 
an ability to take action based on them. 
A political base, that is “only” derived 
from trust can work perhaps in your 
group and I find it correct at that level. 
However, at any level beyond the group, 
it is not enough. Almost everybody 
says today that organization would be 
important; this decision alone is not 
enough or as a comrade wrote recently 
from a prison cell: It has to move 
forward and not just like you feel like! 
CLASH: The decision alone to 
organize yourself is not enough as you 
have said. What is still missing in your 
opinion? WTiat do you want to say by 
that? 

ARTHUR: WTiat I mean is, a concrete 
concept how the organization should 
look, because that is just what has 
remained stuck in a rut for years. And 
also a debate, which moves forward, 
where you can see that something has 
really changed. The whole thing with 
organization has always been stuck in 
the mud, when it came to coordination. 
Sure people got together and talked 
about how things were in their town, 
and they were really happy when they 
found, wow, my god, look we are all 
about the same, we could really do 
something together here. Yes, but I 
think that a workable structure never 
came of it all. Then, there is also that 
about an organization, which I think 
has to go beyond an internal matter for 
the scene, or the people who do 
something anyway here, but more of a 
porthole to the outside, well how do I 
say it (my question! - the translator)? A 
sort of homogenous transparency. 
'Whenever we did anything, it does not 
matter in which area, or at what time, 
for the people it was always a case of 
the left autonomen group XYZ, a few 
left-wingers or Autonomen have done 
this and that. It was never something 
you could grasp, just something 
diffusely left. Another part is also the 
simple fact that the continual work and 
responsibility in the group was borne 
by just a few people, who often enough 
were broken by that experience and 
dropped out sooner or later, because 
they simply could not do it anymore. 
This is a road, that I don’t want to travel 
any longer. 

ANNA: I was in the Youth AntiFa and 
an awfiil lot of people came to us, but 
then you stood there with all those 


people and asked yourself, great but 
what now? Then nothing happened 
and the people were gone again. The 
idea was missing and you had nothing 
to offer them. The people cam from the 
surroimding villages and you thought 
well what do you want to give them to 
take back? “Well, if you want to do 
something, then hitch your way here 
every day for half hour and then you 
can do something...” I did not view the 
idea of organization and the papers 
(♦3) with any sepsis, on the contrary it 
made sense. I read about it and could 
see it working. I just thought that 
regional structures were necessary, 
because small groups of three or four 
people were always coming from 
somewhere looking for help and advice, 
and then to have clear answers to the 
questions “who are you, what do you 
do?” And of course that there is 
something universal, (an organization) 
everywhere. All those papers sound 
somewhat hardline, because they are 
fairly straight. But for me they never 
soimded like that, because for now 
they are not yet filled with any 
substance. But that is what it is about. 
First we need a framework, and that 
can soimd as straight as whatever, but 
in practice it is usually going to be 
softer and more flexible. And when I 
imagine a practice, that is to say the 
filling, in our town, then I can imagine 
something really good. If you invest 
work in town and regional structures, 
then that can give the town a real 
impetus, also to do something with 
other towns, so that you can take action 
very well within the framework of this 
organization. Even though I have not 
been active for that long, I have got to 
know scene structures that are to some 
extent lacking commitment. Some¬ 
times I think that everything around us 
is developing politically much faster, 
society seems to be running and running 
and running away in its development; 
and we don’t seem able to catch up, 
because there are so many difficulties 
with talking and with the commitment 
or so, and that we are not able to get into 
a position to take action or to build 
something for ourselves and others, 
from where we could also then go out. 
No we seem to be just chasing after 
things, breathless. And for me the 
organization model is an opportunity 
for us to build a structure, from where 
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we could start to again really take the 
initiative, to do our own things again, 
yes and to be our own factor and not 
just as a reaction and Anti-Nazi-, 
whatever-group, which chases around 
and throws a few leaflets at the masses. 
That is why I am a part of this 
organization. That was not a case of 
deep thought. I read about it and found 
it just made sense and was needed. 
ARTHUR; What 
Anna just said there, I 
find important too. It 
never really was a 
problem to mobilize 
people, demos, 
actions, Antifa-cafe... 
people came, above 
all a lot of young 
people. There they 
all were and that is 
where the problem 
really began, what 
were we to do with 
those people. We 
could in the Antifa- 
cafe, well, we could 
give them a cup of 
coffee. And we could 
fill their ears with 
stuff, or if we were 
really lucky, we could 
even give them a 
leaflet for our demo 
next week. And that 
led to insecurity on 
our part. That was 
something we noticed 
a lot of times. People 
were there and we did 
not know what to do next. That is a 
really xmpleasant situation. You know, 
there were many new people and the 
others who had been there for some 
time already, they sat somewhere in a 
comer and did not want to or did not 
feel up to going over to them, because 
they foxmd it embarrassing “well, great 
that you are here now”., and that was it, 
right? 

CLASH: I think too, that is a positive 
argument for an organization, that a 
clear stracture would facilitate self- 
initiative, independence and relating to 
one another. To coimterpoise that to 
the negative hierarchical picture of 
organization. 

ANNA; Sure, that’s right. Providing 
the organization is regarding as being 
umversal in the sense ofbeing a network 
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and not in the sense ofbeing a hierarchy. 
However, the main thing is your own 
town, your own region. And that is 
something I find good about the idea. 
That is quite clear, that your work or 
how you agitate politically is always 
orientated on the situation as it is in 
your own town. That is clearly the area 
where you concentrate on. And so I 
understand this organization model as 


being an opening out to citizens, school 
pupils, etc. 

ARTHUR: I also think, that most 
people who are open to our activities, 
who find something in our politics or 
whatever, have already made the 
decision to become politically active. 
However, we could only integrate those 
people who were willing to accept a 
scene-lifestyle and found it good for 
them. Other people, for example older 
people, who led a different life, could 
not be accepted or integrated, they 
dropped out/were dropped. Today I 
see that we lost an awfiil lot of people 
that way. 

CLASH: You were both already in 
Antifa-groups, before the AA/FO 
started up. Can you already teU us 
today, what has changed through 


the AA/FO in your town? 
ARTHUR: At the moment, it is just a 
lot of ideas, and they have only partly 
been put into practice as yet. We are 
trying now to put our publicity work on 
a new footing and to give it a different 
priority. For example, we have got a 
really good book-stall. Up till now we 
have only been at concerts or scene 
meetings with our stall, and only people 
came by, who already knew all the stuff 
we had. Now we try to set up a regular 
book-stall in the pedestrian area of the 
city center. Another point is that we 
want to have a different relationship 
with the media. That we don’t shout at 
every journalist standing at the edge of 
demos, “Camera man - ass hole!” (*4), 
but also have in mind that could also be 
something for us. We are trying to 
make contacts with the press for all 
kinds of activities, whether it be apublic 
meeting, an agitprop action, whatever, 
and to use these contacts for us as much 
as possible. 

CLASH: We know, that the orga¬ 
nization of the anti- fascist struggle, 
should also have an anti-imperialist 
direction with a counter- perspective 
to the capitalist system. We have no 
idea, how you can go on from the 
organization idea to a political unity 
based on content. As we understand 
it, you are all very different politi¬ 
cally, being anti- imperialist, anti- 
state and anti-patriachat is very 
broad and general to serve as a basis 
for the AA/FO; each of us can und¬ 
erstand something different in such 
terms. Have you set any limits for 
yourselves there, or are you working 
on a sort of program? Do you have 
concrete concepts as to how you can 
make a principle, political uni¬ 
fication? 

ARTHUR: I think, that is a lesser 
problem, to come to a common analysis 
of such terms as state, patriarchate or 
imperialism. It was almost never a 
problem to analy the pigs. Our problem 
was always to relate these analyses 
with society, with the people who live 
here and to put them into practice. To 
put it simply; We always concern 
ourselves more with the strategies of 
the pigs, than with the people who we 
want to come together with. We have 
founded a working group “Social 
analysis” now in the AA/FO, which 




will concern itself with how all the shit 
works on the people here, in order to 
find places where we can start putting 
our politics into practice. On the other 
hand we are discussing structures inside 
the group too. We want to find key 
areas, which we will divide up amongst 
us in working groups, which also get 
their own impetus. Whether that is 
publicity work, or what I will call “nor¬ 
mal” antifa work, knowing your way 
aroimd, researching fascist structures, 
or networking, making contacts, 
building regional structures, etc. 
Another thing which belongs in there, 
is the discussion with other groups, 
who are working on various issues in 
our town and to discuss the concept of 
organization with them. We see that as 
being necessary for us, because we 
must get out of the antifa comer. A 
major part of the Manifesto is to move 
on fi*om the Anti-Nazi- Movement, 
which is for us the most important part. 
We have seen that in ourselves too, this 
delegation of workload, which has 
sometimes led to quite perverse 
divisions. I see divisions for example 
in the separation of anti-racism groups 
and anti-fascist groups, who work quite 
independently from each other. On the 
one hand are the anti- racism groups, 
who take care of the refugees and on 
the other, the anti-fascist groups who 
take care of the fascists. That I feel is 
the crassest expression of the perverse 
stmctures here. We had a good example 
of this in our town. About six months 
ago, we wrote a leaflet about a part of 
the town, where refugee shelters had 
been built, and where these shelters 
faced some opposition from the locals. 
We observed that this part of the town 
could potentially become something 
like Mannheim- Schdnau (*5). And 
we said that once the racist pogrom 
starts, you can only go in and crack the 
racists’ heads. Because by then it is 
really too late, then you can only put 
yourself in front of the shelters, then 
you don’t need to talk about causes, 
because then the refugees are your only 
coocenL Full stop. And as that seemed 
about to happen, that could happen, 
diat was the moment in which we had 
to intervene. We then wrote a leaflet 
addressed to all the people living there 
and had all the classic arguments in it 
about the housing shortage, etc. And 
we found that with the stmctures that 


we had, it was quite obvious that we 
could tell the people about it, but the 
Antifa groups were not able forexample 
to start community defence work. We 
couldnotstartactions against real estate 
agents or squat houses and that is what 
was needed at this point. You know, 
that you also have to show people a 
way forward. That is just one example 
for me, why it is necessary to move on 
from the Anti-Nazi-Movement. If you 
really want to get something over to the 
people, then you also have to show 
them what you mean, give them 
something. The way Antifa- stmctures 
have been so far, the one thing you can 
show the foaming Mob is a big stick, 


nothing else. And the other groups also 
got there too late, there are no common, 
thought out, political strategies. There 
are many examples for this. 

ANNA: There are groups in every 
town, who work on such issues as 
houses, centers, the housing shortage, 
etc. The only thing is, it is all so 
chopped up. It is important to build 
connections, because this concept of 
ours, not to remain stuck on the Anti- 
Nazi- Movement, is not only dependent 
on us, the other groups are also called 


upon. They have to get involved in 
anti-fascist work and not to remain on 
those thousands of rails, which run 
alongside each other with none of the 
junctions, that are so necessary. It is 
important, that a broader consciousness 
is created, that would allow a more 
central cooperation. 

CLASH: So the message of the AA/ 
FO’s Manifesto is only to be realized, 
providing the groupings in the towns 
are able to open up to each other. 
ANNA: Yes, and also has to do with 
the regional work. The regional work 
does not mean just setting up Antifa 
groups everywhere, rather it is also 
about bringing all the political 
groupings in the town 
together, and that is 
not just a matter for 
the Antifa; this 
means necessarily 
that we will have to 
open up to them, and 
they to us. 
ARTHUR: Well, 
that is a pre- requisite 
for our group. I can 
imagine that it is seen 
differently in other 
towns. An organi¬ 
zation if it is to be 
effective, only makes 
sense to me, if the 
political groups who 
are working on other 
issues are able to join 
in. 

CLASH: Forages, 
there have been de¬ 
bates in autonomen 
Antifa groups about 
“Revolutionary 
Antifascism” (*6). 
In the groups them¬ 
selves and in the re¬ 
gional united front 
politics, that has always played a 
role. Do you expect that your 
organization is going to change the 
situation? What do you think is 
going to be different? 

ARTHUR: I think that in most of the 
Antifa groups, that was always a goal 
that was hardly ever reached. There 
were the slogans “Behind fascism is 
capitalism” and they were meant 
seriously. However, they never found 
expression in concrete politics. On one 
hand I think, that the political message 
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of the actions never really came over. 
That happened of course too (now and 
again), but most of the time it did not 
and that was partly the responsibility of 
the Antifa people themselves. That is 
they limited themselves to Anti-Nazi 
work. On the other hand though, the 
scene was also responsible. The Antifa 
people were always criticized for being 
a horde out for a fight, but the scene 
also made it too easy for itself. You 
know, I noticed that when this fascist 
offensive started here, the left move¬ 
ment was gripped by horror. Then the 
Left screamed for the Antifa. Then it 
was clear that the fascists were not a 
side issue any more, but an existing 
reality. And after a very short time, we 
were alone with it again, that was just 
a flash in the pan. Every day the 
fascists attacked somewhere and we 
were left just holding demos in front of 
bumt-out refugee hostels. I think, the 
Antifa was really just left out there 
alone. It was often enough a case of not 
being able to do anything else anymore. 
You were always on the road. We 
made an attempt to make the whole 
thing broader, that is in practice. Faced 
with the accusation, that the AntiFas 
always came along when the fascists 
were there, like some kind of Autono¬ 
men special unit and took over, so that 



no one else had a chance of learning 
something out of the confrontation, we 
drew conclusions. We formed groups, 
who acted out the practical situations 
(Fascists in the bar, at the railway 
station,...) and tried out what choices 
for action there are. And how as many 
people as possible could take part, who 
did not want to use violence. These 
groups then became training groups, 
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who had practiced specifically how 
men and women could practically cope 
with the confirontation and what you 
could do In our initiatives, we presented 
something like this for the whole scene, 
to do it together, to learn together and 
so on. And there was no interest, 
verbally sure, but practically it just 
died sooner or later, nobody came any 
more. 

CLASH: You have shown now, that 
it is quite a problem, that continual, 
committed political work is often 
dependent on personal structures 
and moreover, remained relatively 
ineffective. We also think that the 
growth of a new organization 
represents a solution for this 
problem. However, we think it is 
important, that the structure of such 
an organization must also enable 
many people to participate and make 
decisions, and that the organization 
has room for learning processes and 
emancipatory developments, so that 
people are not functionalized for the 
sake of effective politics. What do 
you think about this? 

ARTHUR; These people, who were 
conscious of their responsibility and 
were prepared to commit themselves, 
were often as not only a few people. 
And there are really two ways, that 
these people can deal with it. I think it 
is up to just these very people to work 
on dissolving such structures. That is 
to say, either these people have a 
position in the group, discover their 
ambitions to take power and find the 
way things are quite good and nothing 
changes. Or really, these people must 
work on putting themselves out of a 
job, making themselves superfluous. 
Do you know what I mean? Being 
aware of your responsibility means to 
make open this responsibility and to 
share it and not to sit on it. I am not so 
utopian to believe, that everybody is 
going to be sitting there on the same 
terms, with the same responsibility and 
the same commitments. That has never 
worked and never will work. And in a 
certain way, there will always be 
hierarchies in every structure. I think it 
depends on how the groups deal with 
it. Hierarchies are possible, where a 
trust exists and then Werarchies are o.k 
despite everything. There are questions 
here, where we in the FO will have to 


think very carefully. The way the 
structure looks at the moment, it is a 
collective structure with no cadre and 
also no people, who say which way we 
go or whatever. Naturally when the FO 
is a success sooner or later, let’s say 
that our idea gives us a push forwards, 
perhaps we will arrive sometime at a 
point where a nationwide meeting of 
delegates is no longer effective for our 
work. Perhaps the FO is required 
sometime to issue a press statement or 
react in some other form and it is not 
possible to wait two months until the 
next national meeting to make the 
decision. Perhaps some time, it is gong 
to be necessary to have structures only 
involving a few people, or perhaps we 
will have an office, that stands for the 
entire FO. And who are the people 
going to be, who are in that office? 
CLASH: ...And how do the others 
deal with their situation? 

ARTHUR: Yes, those are the kind of 
discussions, that lie before us. Really 
I cannot say too much at this point. I 
think, thatthese are also decisive points, 
but only time will show. 

CLASH: An essential reason for the 
coUapse, the splits and divisions in 
the Autonomen organization are also 
the lacking and refused debates about 
sexist and patriarchal conditions of 
violence inside the revolutionary 
Left. And the inability, to cope with 
the contradictions that erupted, when 
confronted with the radical women 
and lesbian organization. We see 
this experience as being one of several 
central pillars of our revolutionary 
politics and history. What is their 
influence on the discussions going on 
about the development of the AAJ 
FO and what significance do they 
have for you? 

ARTHUR: The answer, we must give 
in pieces. Firstly, in general terms: 
One point is that the Antifa groups 
have always been male-dominated and 
are still male dominated. Ithinkthough 
that the structures that we have in mind 
for our Antifa work, are such and it has 
been said very plainly, that Antifa 
politics can no longer be a “playground 
for heroes.” What we understand 
under Antifa politics and how we want 
to do something, leaves no room 
anymore for those who only come with 
feelings of hatred. And that we had 
often enough, just wanting to hit the 


fascists in the gob. No, that is not all. 
Another point is that we hope, that the 
excessive imbalance of having too 
many men, which resulted from this 
attitude, will be corrected. 

CLASH: How do you imagine these 
structures? 

ARTHUR: Work, that Antifa is more 
that beating up fascists. That quite 
simply there are many points for us to 
concentrate on. That does not mean 
that if we do publicity work, etc, for 
example a stall in the town center, that 
at last the women can also take part in 
Antifa work. That is not what I mean!! 
I know at least from the towns where 
the FO is most developed, that there are 
more women active than men. We still 
have a crass imbalance of too many 
men. I find in discussions, which I 
have personally, that there are more 
and more women, who want to take 
part and who start quite different 
discussions and see much more. That 
is not an answer to your question but 
perhaps a part of it. 

ANNA: I think one point, why it 
happened the way it did, was because 
the entire patriarchy discussions were 
not taken seriously enough. If they had 
been taken seriously and their 
importance recognized, then it would 
have been quite logical, that it is a quite 
normal and self- explanatory part of 
our work. If we can talk to people 
about anti-racism, then why not about 
anti-sexism? Then there is the question 
“How do you achieve this? How does 
it become a normal part of your work?” 
If you can talk to people about anti¬ 
fascism and anti-racism, then why not 
about anti-sexism? Then comes the 
question, “how do you do all that, how 
do you make it into normal practice?” 
Perhaps you need a practical part in 
such discussions, because it is true to 
say that the result has often been that at 
the end of a long list of demands on 
leaflets, against this, against that, 
against the other and then against the 
Patriachat or against Sexism. For me 
that is however, more of a matter for 
the men to take more seriously. That 
means to take the discussions more 
seriously and to take themselves more 
seriously, because that is what is all too 
often lacking. Ifyou criticize some shit 
or other, that is going on, “now just 
look at the w^ay you lot are acting 
again...”, or this and that is missing in 


a leaflet, now let us talk about it, for 
example violence against women, then 
often you hear things like “oh no, here 
we go again.” And that is a very 
difficult question, that we have not 
found any answers to yet for ourselves; 
and I think that as yet, it has not been 
talked about, at least only in so far as 
havingademand(againstSexism). And 
of course in individual discussions, 
there are a lot of different experiences 
that clash here. Some discussions are 





really scientific and distanced. At the 
end of such discussions you have 
defined the patriarchy like you do for 
imperialism, but nothing comes of it, it 
is not integrated into the general analysis 
of society. 

ARTHUR: I heard a lot of discussions 
at the end of the Eighties, when the 
women publicized a lot on this subject 
in the Left media. Quite often this 
discussion was fairly theoretical, 
scientific. However not a lot has stuck, 
moreover we have seen a retreat. The 
discussions were brought into all 
groups, including the Antifa. There 
were a lot of papers about the Patriarchy, 
really scientific things, and we studied 
them and read them. At the end we 
could then say, well that really is bad. 
We could explain what the patriachat 
is, perhaps even with a examples from 
the Scene, but that was all that 
happened. Here and there we saw 
“men groups” being formed. There 
were then often verbal self-whipping 
sessions - I don’t want to tarbrush all 


men groups - about what a pig you 
really are, but in reality not much 
changed. Rather taboos were set up. 
You know, that you can not say this or 
that, but there were no real conflicts, or 
at least only rarely did the men form a 
real consciousness. 

CLASH: Yes, that is right. You can 
see that now, where the pressure from 
the women is off. What have the men 
just learned or what have they really 
made a part of themselves? And when 
you say there have been set backs, then 
that has something to do with their not 
making this into something of their 
own. 

ANNA: That is just it, exactly what I 
meant, this is a matter for the men. If 
we are to agitate outside the groups, 
then I don’t want to do the men’s work 
for them, I want to do it with the women, 
that is quite clear. This work has to be 
done inside the groups too, the men for 
themselves; how can these politics 
work outside, how can it become an 
everyday part of us, the practice is still 
non- existent. To recognize the 
importance of this for the men 
themselves and not just to get on with 
the women - not just because you do 
not want to be an ass-hole, there is still 
a long way to go until we reach this 
point. This entire escalation, all the 
racist attacks, also applies to the 
violence against women, which has 
always been there. This violence has 
also escalated in an incredible way 
lately. That must be incorporated into 
our politics, if we say social analysis, if 
we want to become a factor either in 
our town or as a federal organization, 
then we need to intervene on such 
issues. If, for example, we approach 
gangs of youths, and that is happening 
in many towns, then this way of thinking 
is often dropped, even though it is on 
this issue that there are many problems. 
ARTHUR: That is also a question, 
which often as not leaves me standing 
swamped by the size of the problem. If 
I take a look outside of the Scene, that 
is outside of the Autonomen Scene, 
then I often think “Oh God”...; Take 
for example our really crass experiences 
with gangs. The fascists were 
downtown, we Autonomen were too 
few to attack them. A turkish gang of 
youths came by and they found the idea 
great, they wanted to help. That was 
really just a technical affair, we will 
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now do something together. There was 
also abit of revolutionary romanticism, 
we and the “foreign kids together” - 
smirks and grins. That was really^ 
straightforward, we would beat them 
up, that was until the turkishkids started 
talking crap: “There are some women 
with them (the fascists), you can have 
them.” As war booty, so to speak. 
Then you are really stumped, really 
you should just smack them in the gob 
for such stuff, or at least some verbiage 
like “That is not what we want, get 
lost!!” On the other hand there is the 
possibility to push the fascists (males 
and females) out. 

CLASH: That is the question, what do 
you do in such a situation??? 
ARTHUR: In such a case, we just 
gulped and decided for the latter. Ok, 
so what you learn from it, is that you 
have to talk to these people. But that is 
one heap of work. The stuff, that goes 
on in our scene is laughable in 
comparison. That would not be a 
discussion, such as we know on the 
same subject. 

ANNA: But, exactly there, in this kind 
of situation, that is where it is important 
to start such discussions. It does not 
matter how, but you have to gain 
experience. Ok, thatisatotally different 
Scene, that is not like ours, it is not that 
easy. Ifyou agitate on the outside, then 
you have to be more realistic, find out 
what can be done first, what the next 
step is and how to talk. Similar 
problems existed in the refugee work, 
when groups with women in them who 
went to hostels. They were stared at 
too. There too the discussions did not 
take place immediately. The next time, 
the women sent the men in first, and 
they said, “the women belong to us, no 
staring or trying anything on”!!! That 
sound tough, but it was a practical 
solution first off. We looked at it from 
the angle of what could be done 
differently in practice. All the same, it 
was still bad, because it meant that no 
discussions could start around this 
point, as to how you could now deal 
with such stuff, but instead we 
contented ourselves with this stop-gap 
solution. But these things are part of 
everyday life here (the come ons, etc), 
and that you have to deal with as a 
woman but also as a man in the scene 
and to develop your work by discussion. 
ARTHUR: That is what it is also all 


about, whenyouhear this slogan “break 
down the walls of our scene-ghetto”, 
which will also determine our success, 
and even in all the shit that goes on 
inside the Scene - all the way as far as 
rape - there are still not the same modes 
of behavior that are part and parcel of 
everyday life outside. 

ANNA: Despite all the shit, that goes 
on there is still more peace and quiet. 
As a woman you can still move a bit 
more safely than elsewhere. 

CLASH: But I think only relatively- 
speaking. 

ANNA: Of course only relatively- 
speaking. That is why I also find it so 
important that the guys worry about it. 
My part as a woman, is to worry about 
other women, to build their confidence 
and self-esteem. To talk with women, 
also those who are not outside the Scene, 
right... also to strengthen the women, 
who are not in the Scene. To do 
something, to hammer on the table 
now and again. But we don’t have a cut 
and dried solution either. That is a 
problem and it is a deficit. 

ARTHUR: I must admit, that I still 
have a big question mark before me. 
What remains valid for me, is that the 
guys have to start doing it, that it is 
impossible to wait for the women’s 
movement to make demands on us yet 
again, for guys to start now. It has to be 
just clear, that you can not operate 
outside the scene with the aims that you 
have in the scene, well the same aims 
sure, but not go the same way to make 
changes. 

CLASH: Organized antifa-groups 
and the militant attacks against 
fascists or the open fighting on the 
streets are not new. At the moment 
there are contrivers debates about 
the question of violence and at the 
same time an increased planned 
criminalization against active anti¬ 
fascists. We think that the in¬ 
adequacy of the struggles against the 
patriarchal structures produced by 
society are also a reason why the 
militant resistance against the fascists 
has not been able to win out, in as far 
as it has not been taken up by masses. 
Do you also believe that a more 
precise debate on the question of 
revolutionary violence and the fight 
against power relations would 
strengthen our ranks much more? 
ARTHUR: I think that is very 


important, we simply must talk about 
violence. You hear quite often a shout 
go up “Whatnot violence, not again”... 
particularly in our relations to youth, 
we must de-mystify this question. We 
must express much more clearly, that 
we do not get a kick out of violence, 
that we don’t find violence attractive, 
on the contrary we hate it. We often 
glorify violence too, it must be dealt 
with more objectively, in a more sober 
manner, because it is really the opposite 
to what we are struggling for. That is 
nothing new, if you look at it this way... 
CLASH: Well, i think, that it is really 
not spoken about too often, this conflict, 
it was on one hand always clear, that it 
was necessary for one reason or another, 
to drive the Fascists back, to hold and 
defend areas, there are always a 
thousand rational reasons. In the drive 
forward however, often you fail to take 
a look at yourself, or your own attitude 
to violence. I have tended to leave that 
to others often as not, who had it straight 
in their minds. I was not always so 
sure, though I found it correct. 
However, that was never an issue, as a 
group, we never clarified such taboos. 
At the most, we talked about it with 
friends now and again. It was not 
possible for everyone to talk about it 
together. 

ARTHUR: I also think that it is not 
possible to simply push away the 
reservations that people have. That is 
what also makes us different from the 
fascists, that is something positive that 
is a part of us. We could go outside 
with this much more, make the power 
relations here an issue, what violence 
also means for the pigs. We must make 
clear that violence is a means for us and 
not a value. We are probably going to 
be the last some time to still have a 
certain non-violence on our banners, 
probably the only ones to still say it out 
loud. 

CLASH: Wemustmaketheconditions 
of violence much more clear, that is 
about the really crass repression/ 
exploitation, that we are also against, 
whether it be in physical conflicts with 
male and female fascists, or in militant 
politics. 

ANNA: Yes, our Youth Antifa has 
also had such discussions. People have 
held talks on exactly such subjects, 
where that point was made, the 
relevance of violence and non- violence. 
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We have had such discussions lots of 
times especially with young people. 
We exchanged experiences and people 
experienced how the pigs acted. Many 
had never suspected the way it is. For 
example at REP meetings (The 
REPublicans are the biggest party on 
the Right in Germany), a lot of school 
kids go out against these meetings, and 
then they get scared when they see the 
pigs, they make their experiences. 
ARTHUR: What we have to watch, is 
that we remember to emphasize the 
successes of actions where we use 


violence. That is often missing. It is a 
simple fact, that the fascists have been 
driven back in those towns where there 
are fimctioning, offensive antifascist 
structures. It is quieter there for now. 
Often male and female fascists move 
out, or at least young kids are not so 
easily recruited, even if only because 
they are scared of the Autonomen. 
Those are successes at a time when the 
foreigners and left- wingers are in a life 
and death situation. That is propagated 
much too rarely. Also in comparison to 
all these candle-lit demos, with the 
politicians from Bonn in the front. 
Another group from the AA/FO made 
a good intervention. I’ll tell you about 
it: Some of them disguised themselves 
as foreigners and joined the ranks of 
such a candle-lit demo. Others from 
the groups disguised themselves as 
fascists and attacked them. A large part 
of the people in the demo just turned 
aroimd and walked away. In a real 
attack, the fascists could have done 
what they wanted. Some foreign kids 
then intervened and the group explained 


to them what was going on and why. 
That really had an effect on the people, 
they were shocked/moved. We have 
had some real successes in our offensi¬ 
ve fight against the fascists, we just 
have to make them public knowledge. 
CLASH: The AA/FO’s concept 
places great emphasis on publicity 
work. Is there a kind of concept for 
cooperation with the bourgeois 
media? What about the necessity for 
your own independent information 
channels? What do you mean by 
publicity work? 


ARTHUR: Well, above all, we have 
to change something regarding the way 
of thinking, the awareness and so 
improve the possibilities that we have 
of using the media. I think we have to 
be more aware of that. I also think that 
we have to build up a more consistent 
approach to the press, that goes beyond 
a “here’s our leaflet for the next 
demo...”. It is quite clear, that we must 
approach this issue tactically. There 
are really quite big differences between 
our areas of interest and theirs. We 
should also be aware however, that 
there are quite a lot of critical journalists, 
for example these old 68ists, who had 
aims for a critical journalism, even if 
there are only a few left who have the 
guts for it. Nevertheless, there is an 
interest in such articles, and we have an 
interest that such something comes over 
in the media. There is of course the 
value and commodity “Information”, 
which we can work with, to exploit the 
competition amongst the press, when 
we see fit to. We cannot expect that we 
can convey our politics, our issues via 


the media. The divergence of interests 
is simply too great for that, but 
nevertheless we need to look at this 
very closely. How we can get 
something in there on a regular and 
continuous basis, and not only at times 
where there is greater interest and 
sensationalism. 

ANNA: I also think that we have to 
have that in mind when there are demos 
and stuff, when reporters talk to us. We 
must be able to tell them something, 
and not to treat them as ass-holes just 
because they did not publish oiu* last 
leaflet. Another sort of publicity work 
is to go with an aim in mind to schools 
and colleges, to hold lectures, offer 
seminars or simply distribute leaflets 
on a regular basis. Info-stalls in the 
town center are also very important, as 
a point for people to come to, but also 
as an action which many people can 
join in on. 

CLASH: It appears that not all antifa 
groups, initiatives and individual 
activists support your organizational 
model. How do you conceive working 
together with such groups, what are 
the consequences in your town? 
ANNA: There is an “observer” status 
for interested people in our discussion 
structures, in order to provoke a 
decision from such people on where 
they stand. When we look at individuals 
or other groups that are active, then we 
see a willingness to work together. Our 
view on cooperation is also, however, 
a long-term one. The criticism that not 
everybody supports the organizational 
model of the AA/FO is one that was 
also expressed at the national meeting. 
In other words, that there is a danger of 
a split - moreover, there were many 
groups there, who only came once. We 
also had a long debate about whether or 
not to join. We were more or less 
unanimous in our decision to try it out. 
The decision was made in the FO to 
make the decision public now and to 
start. That was the result of approx, 
two years of critical arguments. Now 
we wanted to finally make a start as 
decided AA/FOers. A lot will be 
revealed by the concrete work and be 
resolved - hopefully. 

CLASH: Just now, there are quite a 
few debates going on about united front/ 
coalition politics, cooperation with 
bourgeois and reformist groups. What 
is the attitude of the AA/FO and your 
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group to this issue? 

ANNA: The question of coalition 
politics or cooperation with other 
institutions such as Pro Asylum, etc are ^ 
weighted differently depending on the 
conditions in each town, because these 
vary from town to town. In some 
towns, the antifas made good contacts, 
with Greens for example, because the 


people organized there were ok. In our 
town for example, the opposite is the 
case. And as a whole it is a case, 
whereby it is necessary to be open for 
cooperation at certain points, whether 
that be in collecting signatures for 
resolutions or mobilizing support from 
organizations for demos or whatever. 
That is clear and goes on in all member- 
towns affiliated to the AA/FO and 
experiences vary widely. There were 
discussions about what people and 
groups should be invited to the first 
joint meeting of the AA/FO. The result 
was that generally- speaking, we 
thought about it all together, but that 
the individual towns had a free hand as 
far. as which groups and institutions, 
they invited from their own town. That 
is what you can say about the entire 
AA/FO. 

ARTHUR: There were discussions, 
that were about how we have to 
propagate our positions more clearly in 
coalitions in future in ourregional work. 
In other words, that we want to take an 
offensive line and not to make all these 
compromises so quickly. We have 
made these experiences of coalitions 
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with the Greens and the Peace 
initiatives, etc, whereby all sat there on 
equal terms with one vote. However, it 
was always quite clearly our thing to 
mobilize all the people out on the streets. 
Those mobilized were made up to 
almost always 80% from people in our 
structures. That is due to the fact, that 
their politics are designed to take place 


in the town councils or whatever. 
Whether you take the DGB(*) as an 
example or someone else. And that is 
something that we will stress more 
strongly in future, that our mobilization 
force is much greater. In our town we 
have had a lot of bad experiences, 
because we were not offensive enough 
with this. We have also drawn some 
consequences from this. There were 
for example SPDers(*) there in our 
coalition, who just handed the entire 
minutes of meetings over to the police 
and we now say that we want nothing 
more to do with the SPD. That is 
clearly the enemy, that is no coalition. 
The most important thing about united 
front politics is to draw such positions, 
to see who is relevant in the coalition 
and who not. 

CLASH: The state’s politics has been 
to claim to be anti- racist over the past 
months, and that they want to combat 
neo-fascism. Right and there you sit 
with the town council factions and local 
branches of the corresponding parties 
represented in the national parliament. 
Do you confront them with their politics 
or do you just let them sit in, because it 


is a case perhaps of building a front in 
the town against the fascists? 
ARTHUR: It becomes an interesting 
question in view of youth organizations 
such as the JUSOs(*). There are often 
some people there, who are really fit, 
but are there because they never got to 
know anything different. Sure then we 
tell them right out, what we think about 
theSPDandtheJUSOs. It is however, 
important to make our positions and 
our politics transparent to them. We 
have also made the experience, that as 
a result people have deserted to join us. 

I find it important to confront them 
again and again. There are often people 
sitting there with illusions, real 
communists from the Trotzikist wing, 
who have been dreaming for a hundred 
years of undermining the SPD and of 
course, the debate with such people 
does not have to just go on in the 
coalition, but also more often. 
CLASH: Have you also seen an 
orientation to other anti- fascist 
organizations in other european 
countries in your discussions, for 
example AFA in Britain or SCALP 
in France? 

ANNA and ARTHUR: No, we 
haven’t. 

CLASH: And do you know anything 
about them? 

ARTHUR: To be honest, emunm, 
well, no.. Well something about the 
Anti-Fascist Action in Britain, but I 
have never heard anything about the 
French comrades. 

CLASH: Well, to keep it short: In 
France, there is a national organization 
of radical anti-fascist groups, who call 
themselves S.C.A.L.P. In the Nether¬ 
lands, there are Anti-fascists working 
on a national network right now, called 
the AFA; Antifascist Aktie. What 
importance does international organi¬ 
zation and coordination have for the 
AA/FO? 

ARTHUR: I think that it is really 
extremely important. And when the 
AA/FO is set up properly, then the 
cooperation with groups in other 
countries takes on a quite different 
character. International linking meant 
years of solidarity work here. If we 
have an organization here, that is 
organized really well, then other 
countries will be able to relate to us 
quite differently. That is something 
that was often missing here, and that 




meant that “only” solidarity work was 
left for us to do. 

CLASH:...with the exception of the 
West European Front for example. 
ARTHUR: OK, ok, right. Sure the 
same goes for Antifa structures, as for 
other structures too, that it would really 
stupid to just look at your own country. 
I also find it important that the character 
has changed. I know fi’om my own 
experience with Kurds for example, 
that they always had their problems 
with the Left here, because quite simply 
we did not have any organization. 
Nothing occurred to them, except that 
we could do some solidarity work for 
them, just because our structures were 
totally obtuse and chaotic, impossible 
to relate to. We have heard firom other 
coimtries, that there is an interest in the 
AA/FO, from Italy and Spain. 

ANNA: The Spider’s Web, this 
computer mailbox system is one point. 
It has made it possible to get material 
and information. This has led to it now 
being possible to communicate. We 
are in the process now of linking up 
amongst ourselves and to build the 
organization. It is still too early for an 
international cooperation. 

ARTHUR: It is however, also a case 
that the international work has become 
less. That is also quite logical that our 
attention is inward right now, in view 
of the fact that we are seeing a down¬ 
turn in this country. In the past, we 
have seen many more intemationalistic, 
mass demos about El Salvador, South 
Africa, etc. There was a big Left-wing 
movement on these issues out on the 
streets and many groups who were 
doing international work. The 
awareness and the power WERE 
THERE to take on the international 
woric That has now collapsed. Because 
here in this country, the shit has hit the 
fen and everything has exploded in our 
feces. It is very difficult to have an 
effect by working such issues. It must 
not be allowed to remain like it is, but 
that is the situation right now. I find a 
link up, especially with European 
countries because of the similar if not 
consecutive developments, to be 
important. We must work on a 
stracturedcooperation. And it is super- 
important to link up with such groups 
-as AFA aixi SCALP, etc and to start an 
exchange. 


RENARKES 

* 1: FRom the end of the seventies imtil 
1987 there were hard struggles at the 
airport of Frankfurt/Main against the 
Runway West, which was an imperi¬ 
alistic project.. There was big move¬ 
ment of social protest by initiatives of 
citizens and militant resistance of left 
radical groups. In 1987 two policemen 
were shot during an annual demon¬ 
stration at the 2nd of november (the 
day when in 1981 ahut village resisting 
in the forest were the runway should be 
build was brutally evicted by the cops). 
The following oppression weakened 
the resistance as well as the struggles 
connection into society. The regional 
resistance-scene was busied with the 
following trials and the effects of 
oppression on the own structures. 

*2: In the late summer of 1991 a 
discussionpaper on the question of 
autonomous organizing was published 
by an Antifa group of Gottingen (city 
in the north of germany). It made 
concrete proposals on structures of 
organizing, membership and statutes. 
The necessity of better organizing was 
shortly explained. There were opposing 
critics given on this paper and the 
discussion became very lively espacialy 
among autonomous groups, 

*3: Since summer 1991 a very 
controversal discussion on the forms 
of autonomous politics took place. It 
was initiated by a group calling itself 


’Heinz Schenk” (a famous folk-tv-star 
of the beer-and-wine-wing) and 
criticized autonomous politics very 
sharply as e.g. ghetto-mentality, 
campaign-politics, subjectivism and 
unconsciousness towards history. This 
was the context in which the Gottingen- 
paper was published. 

*4: The SED (= Socialist Party ofUnity) 
was the ruling party in the GDR 
(German Democratic Republic) 

*5: In May/June 1992 a refiigeecamp 
got besieged from people of the 
neighbourhood for some days. The 
refugees were directly exposed to an 
aggressive racist terror. They nearly 
couldn't walk on the street and could 
hardly sleep at night. In this situation 
antifascist groups intervened and 
expelled the people in order to be 
present during the following days and 
weeks to protect the camp. This 
intervention caused hard attacks by the 
police during demonstrations, but also 
the public drawed attention on the 
situation in Mannheim (see also Clash 
Nr. 7) 

*6: That's an analysis and practice of 
autonomous groups during the SOties. 
To fight fascism also means to fight the 
imperialistic system. The continuity of 
fascism in german economical and 
political structures was always obvious. 
In the middle of the 80ties there was 
lots of analysis, discussions and 
activities on this theme. 



(THE END) 
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ihefrschen«ie Weltordnanj S^Uj&t 

Bnila kHffl?>fendUh 


We look Ihc following minulc$ of fhc 
mcefing "for freedom of oil polificol 
prisoners worldwide ' ouf of fhe orochure 
"flugsond" which is o documenfofion 
of fhe forum 1 of fhe infernofionol 
congress ogoinsf fhe world economic 
summif in Muniche 1992. 
for all people who hodn'f hod fhe chance 
fo porficipofe in fhis meef ing fhe minufes 
may be o slighf subsfifufe. Perhops if is 
possible fo feel o bif of fhof evenings 
ofmosphere by reodino if. 

The meefing look place during fhe 
mobilizafion againsf fhe world economic 
summif in June 1992. Despif e fhe sfronq 
and sfrenuous demonsfrof ion during fhof 
doy, more over 500 people (up fo 800) 
came fo fhe meefing. Mony people 
offerwards fold fhaf if wos fhe mosf 
impressing meefing of fhose doys. 

Unf orf unof ely we have nof enough space 
fo publish also fhe greefings fo fhe 
congress ond fhe meefing written by 
political prisoners and orgonizofions from 
all over me world which ore announced 
in fhe fexf. We olso left ouf fhe 
confribufion abouf Gerhard Bogelein 
' because we already publish one obouf 
him in fhis issue. 

Also fhe following infroduefion is foken 
from fhe brochure "flugsond" buf is 
slighfly reoaronged by us and fhe some 
parfs cuf ouf, fhaf were very specific fo 
Germany. All conf ribufions are published 
in fhe menfioned brochure buf 
unforf unafely only in Germond language, 
(subscripfions: AWl 1992, c/o "3. Weir • 
ilaus, Wcsferbachsfr. 40, 6000 
frankfurf/M.90) 


“the American 500-years-campaign has 
emphasized one momentum of political 
suppression and resistence: The 
question of the political prisoners, 
exemplary at Leonard Peltier, native 
prisoner in the USA, whose release is 
demanded. The forum takes up this 
initiative and puts it into the context of 
treatment of political prisoners in the 
different parts of the world and the 
situation of human rights in the ‘new 
world order’”. 

(out of the presentation of Forum I “500 
years of colonialism and resistence - 
democracy and human rights in the new 
world order” at the international 
congress against the world economic 
summit in Munich,FRG, July 1992) 

Solidarity with the imprisoned 
revolutionaries was probably rarely to 
be heard clearer within the last years in 
a mass mobilization in Germany than in 
the one against the world economic 
summit. The American campaign’ s 
demand for giving a big emphasize to 
the freedom of political prisoners was 
manifestly taken up. Hereof, the forum 
I of the international counter-congress 
was an expression. The demand has 
been always present by banners, 
slogans and choruses - if in the 
workshops and at the evening meeting 
with he-comrades and she-comrades 
from many countries, if at the strong 
demonstration on Saturday or during 
the action-days, especially on Tuesday. 
This solidarity was not split. Up from 
the first moment it included the 
prisoners of the armed and of the mihtant 


left in FRG. Therefore the mass- 
arrestation of hundreds during the 
official summitreception wasn’tneeded. 

But what does that express? Does it 
mean that now more people support the 
prisoners and make it their “cause”? If 
the criterion is the last half year, then the 
response can only be “no”. At least 
there has not developed a campaign 
after Munich which tries to intervene 
directly into the confrontation between 
state and prisoners in FRG. But also that 
wasn’t inevitably to expect. Over all it 
wasn’t to expect that nearly for all who 
tried during these days to demonstrate 
criticism and protest in the streets 
against the murderous politics of the 7 
rulingpowers, it was unanimously clear: 
the prisoners have to be free! It wasn’t 
important any longer then, if the politics 
of Guerilla is right or wrong, or if the 
political prisoners should demand 
regroupment or ‘normal’ detention - all 
that and much more of last ten years’ 
debates had disappeared. The nerving 
block in the ideologizations of the one 
or other demand, but also the political 
overestimation that’s on the prisoners’ 
fight where the future of revoutionary 
politics is decided in general - seemed to 
be wiped away during the days in 
Munich. In our actions the prisoners 
were what they ever should have been: 
an essential part of our struggle. The 
slogan “freedom for all political 
prisoners” belonged to the days against 
the world economic summit like the feet 
which carried us. 

Contributions of prisoners made in the 
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last time, if the greetings to Munich, 
declarations to the 500-years-campaign 
or if it was about the decision of the 
RAF, were noted - there was a storm of 
applause after every contribution in the 
streets of Munich - but they were hardly 
really discussed For most people, the 
prisoners of RAF and resistence are 
coming of ‘another time’. Often this 
time is situated before the own 
politicization. Direct common concepts 
of fight aren’t the reference any longer. 

Other questions are much nearer: the 
struggle against fascists, who threat 
more and more also directly our life, who 
attack youth centers and left bars - not 
to mention the daily murderous terror 
against foreign people the struggle 
against homelessness in a time when 
squatted houses, beneath their political 
and social importance as meeting points, 
are more and more needed for surviving 
face to shocking speculation with flats 
and rack renting in West-German and in 
East-German cities.... 

That demands for political 
consequences in the own thinking and 
acting. A (new) common perspective 
has to be worked out in discussions and 
practice. 

In comparison to the atmosphere in 
Munich, but also in opposition to the 
hope of many people during the turn of 
the year 1991/92 about the supposed 
rapid release of the political prisoners 
(refer to Clash Nr. 6, page 53), the rock 
bottom seems to be reached at the time 
being. Nobody can tell “what the future 


will bring”. The only certain thing is 
that we have to fight for every little 
improvement in the detention 
conditions of our she-comrades and 
he-comrades. But without relation 
towards the social reality, the 
contradictions and the fights against, 
the demand for freedom will remain in 
the political vacuum and will go blunt. 

Despite the mass demonstration’s being 
quite strenuous for the speakers and 
also for many visitors, and in spite of 
having to wait, much more than 500 
people joined the Saturday evening 
meeting “for the freedom of the political 
prisoners all over the world”. 

The splitted solidarity with struggles in 
this world along the catch-word: “the 
farer away from Germany - the bigger it 
is” had been overcome.Prisoners of the 
most different struggles for freedom 
were “present” and couldn’t be divided. 
It became a demonstrative and militant 
meeting with contributions from 
different parts of this world about the 
respective fight of the prisoners for 
their freedom. The atmosphere exceeded 
all expectations. You can feel only a bit 
of the meeting’ s atmosphere in the 
recorded minutes. 

The contributions of the she-comrades 
and he-comrades were accompanied by 
applause for minutes. The slogan 
“freedom for all political prisoners” 
often was shouted as already at the 
demonstration. A very long, warm and 
stormy welcome was made to Gunter 
Sonnenberg. The fight for his release 


lasted 15 years long. Now he was among 
us. All were present with their hearts. 

The he-comrades and she-comrades 
from El Salvador, Turkey, FRG, Puerto 
Rico and USA, Uruguay and the 
Philipines, all of them had one common 
internationalist demand - freedom for all 
political prisoners all over the world! 

With the background of this political 
and emotional agreement, and out of 
the discussions in and outside of the 
forum, the idea was bom to start a 
common initiative for a worldwide day 
for the freedom of the political prisoners. 
The comrades of the Tupamaros, the 
NDF, FMLN and MLN/Puerto Rico 
made a short record of this discussion: 
“Munich, 6.7.92. We, international 
organisations who have met in Munich 
to participate in the congress “500 years 
of colonialism and resistence”, have 
decided that it is necessary to initiate a 
dialogue between all political, religious, 
humanitarian, democratic, social, a.s.o. 
oraganisations with the aim to fix the 
‘world day of political prisoners’ and to 
demand their freedom. We hope that 
this dialogue will be held rapid and 
effective and that we can agree definitly 
in this initiative at short notice.” 

It was clear for all: that cannot be a 
short-winded and spontanous project. 
Therefore it’s too important. It is 
necessary to tighten the relations and 
to include the real developments in the 
single countries. In Germany an action 
group will be founded in the next time. 



Jail is the place were they 
with the clenched fist our mind is 


"Freedom to the political 


What I want to say additionally refers to the 
situation here in Munich particularly at 
meetings. It is possible that the police tries 
to enter heavily as it happened already at 
other meetings. We say very clearly that we 
do not want that and do not tolerate that, 
(applause) That means concretely that well 
stay in this room, but the police recording 
team and the police will not be allowed to 
come in; that negotiations and debates will 
take place outside in front of the door, and 
that we continue inside here as normal. Also 
it is not necessary that more people go out. 
The negotiations, discussions etc. all will 
take place outside in front of the door. If they 
really try to come in heavily and violently as 
at the meetings in Haidhausen during the 
last weeks - what I don V believe, that they 


will do it in a church; at least they didn *t 
do it for a long time - then we shall try to 
have enough time to talk about how we are 
going to act exactly and then go out.I do 
not think that this situation will arrive, 
but if it does, we cannot continue the 
meeting under these conditions. But we 
also cannot tolerate that a USK-squad 
(bavarian special * anti-terror ^police, 
famous for its brutality; the translator) 
storms in here, (applause and inter¬ 
ruption: and if we do not leave...)... 

At the beginning of this meeting I like 
to welcome all who have been invited 
to speak here. That is Gisela Dutzi, 
former RAF prisoner, (applause) 






imprison our bodies - 
waiking through the streets ! 


prisoners worldwide " 


I have just heard that the kurdish 
comrade Yasemin Gedik, who 
would have liked to be with us 
this evening and who we had 
invited, unfortunately cannot 
come. Her back is hurting due to 
the strenuous day, and it seems to 
be so bad that she is not able to 
come. These are the marks of jail, 
the marks of torture, which left a 
ruined back to her. Therefore 
she has a slipped disc. 

Further I like to welcome: Oscar 
Tagumpay from the Philippines, 
of the NDF, the National 
Democratic Front, (applause) 
Then I like to welcome Teodoro 
Anderson and Sonja Rivera of 
the MLN - liberatinon movement 
from Puerto Rico, (applause) 

Furthermore Nilufer Alcan of 
Ozgur-Der from Turkey, 
(applause) 

And Mirtala Lopez of the FMLN 
from El Salvador, (applause) 

l*.J 

Jorge of the MLN-Tupamaros 
from Uruguay, (applause) 

And now there is Lew Gurwitz 
who I have overlooked. He is 
lawyer (from the USA) of Leonard 
Peltier and member of the 
Leonard Peltier Defense Comitee. 
Leonard Peltier is a native who is 
sentenced two times for life in the 
USA due to a so-called murder of 


policemen. There is also a petition 
which we pass around and which 
is going to be given to the US 
consulate (on the action day at 
Tuesday). 

Right now something about the 
course of this evening. We are 
sorry that it has become so late 
now. The speakers have had a 
strenuous day as we all. Now 
there is thefollowing programme: 
German political prisoners wrote 
two greetings which we want to 
read out. Then there is a greeting 
of Dhoruba Bin-Wahadfrom the 
USA...a former Black Panther, 
who was in prison for 18 years. 
Then a short article is following 
about an old anti-fascist who has 
been convicted at Hamburg 
recently. He was charged of 
participating in killing a police¬ 
man in 1932. We think it is very 
important that even now, 1992, 
when Germany gets up to become 
a world power, a trial like this 
takes place and actually no public 
indignation develops and it is 
accepted without protest. There- 
jorc wo . .. ’ with *t>ts 

short report. Afterwarai : 
speakers will talk briefly about 
the movement’s developement in 
their countries and how the 
relationship to the prisoners has 
been and what are today’s level 
and the present demands. 

W{ DON'I PUBLISH IH{ ARIICIP ABOUT GLRHARD BOGELLIN 
AT THIS PLACE, BECAUSE WE HAVE ALREADV AN ARTICLE 
ABOUT HIM IN THIS ISSUE. IT WOULD BE A REPETITION. 


Lewjust proposed that the people 
standing in the back at the door 
perhaps could move a bit into the 
room, so that at least a bit fresh 
air can flow in. 

And now I like to ask Lew for 
coming to the microphone. Lew is 
a lawyer. I think therefore he can 
tell a lot. Thank you. 

LEW GURWITZ: I'mgladthat 
I can be here this evening. I have 
a question; the 48 prisoners of 
today, are they all out of prison 
in the meantime? (applause) It 
will be good if someone can 
find out that before we are going 
out here tonight and are leaving 
the meeting, (applause) 

My name is Lew Gurwitz and I 
am lawyer from the USA. I have 
been lawyer of Leonard Peltier, 
who is, in my view, one of the 
most visible and perhqpsthe most 
visible and most known political 
prisoner in the world. Since I have 
begun working as a lawyer, that 
was in 1971,1 have worked with 
political prisoners. 

In 1971 IwaslawyeroftheAttica- 
brothers. How many people in 
here do actually know who are 
the Attica-brothers? There are 
always people who are aware 
of our history. 

/ 

The rebellion in Attica was like 
this that in 1971 a large number 
of prisoners in the jail of Attica, 
which is situated in the state New 
York, occupied the jail yard for 
about 30 days. In their demands 
they brought up the question of 
worldwide jail conditions, and 
the state governor's, whose 
name was Nelson Rockefeller, 
reaction was to send in the 
National Guard and the Federal 
Police and the police of the state 
New York and to suppress the 
rebellion totally bloody. Many 
prisoners were killed and even 
more injured, and the police 
tortured the prisoners for 3 days. 
Lawyer colleagues knocked at 
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the doors and shouted and 
demanded to speak their clients, 
and the cops simply said: “Go 
to hell, you don't have the right 
to get in there." 

The prisoners had been tortured 
for 3 days before lawyers got in. 
When the lawyers finally got in, 
the whoie thing only slowed 
down but didn't stop. Then there 
were a number of trials, in which 
course a warder was kilied. Three 
prisoners (Dany..., Jonny Hill, 
Tommy Pernesibee), one of them 
a native-prisoner and two other 
prisoners, finally were convicted 
of killing the warder. In Attica 
1971,80 % of the prisoners were 
black american african. 

But the reason why I'm mentio¬ 
ning this individual case in the 
history of prisoners is that this 
rebellion caused a whole lot of 
jail rebellions in the USA and in 
the whole world. In Europe as 
well as in Central- and South 
America prisoners began to take 
over the Jails and to fight for their 
rights. 

Support was given to the priso¬ 
ners' fights aiso from outside and 
the topic of detention conditions 
got worldwide attention. 

I don't know what was it iike in 


Europe, but in the USA these 
rebellions resulted in many 
political people and also many 
lawyers swearing to themselves 
to do all things possible and to 
fight for the rights of their sisters 
and brothers in prison. But it 
happened also that this promise 
and this engagement for the 
prisoners lasted exactly as long 
as the next wave of political 
activities sloshed up. In this case 
it was the solidarity with Latin 
America, so that many politicai 
activists and also lawyers simply 
have turned to the next topic 
and have left alone the prisoners. 
A lot of imprisoned sisters and 
brothers have been destroyed 
due to their being left alone, 
partly they also died. 

There are many different kinds of 
political prisoners. Those who are 
easy to identify are men and 
women who have been activ in 
political organisations and who 
have been convicted because 
of their activities, for instance 
that they have fought against 
the Vietnam war, that they have 
fought against racism and 
oppression, have struggled 
according to their political 
convictions, and then have been 
imprisoned due to their poiitical 
convictions. 


And then there are other politicai 
prisoners. For instance the black 
men and women in the USA, 
who can't get a Job because of 
their skin colour and who have 
no money to feed their children 
and then simipy take a gun, walk 
into the next shop and raid it to 
get by that way the money and 
the food to provide for the family 
they are responsible for. All 
people who commit an action 
because of their affiliation to a 
certain race or skin colour, 
because of affiliation to a 
religious community, because of 
their political conviction, and 
who then are convicted, are 
poiitical prisoners, (applause) 
I'm one of several lawyers who 
appearfor Leonard Peltier. I think 
he is one of the most prominent 
political prisoners and I know 
that Leonard agrees with me that 
we have to behave in the same 
way towards the other political 
prisoners who I'vejust mentioned, 
that we have to act in solidarity 
with them. Leonard says again 
and again that we have to think 
about why people get impri¬ 
soned and who is in the Jails and 
that it's like this that in certain 
states of the USA native ameri- 
cans come to, let's say, 10 % of 
the population, but make 60 % 
of thejail population. 1492, when 
colonisation have begun, there 
was no single native american 
sitting in any Jail of the hemi¬ 
sphere. (applause) 

Today 57 people have been 
arrested, 25 have been released 
recently, and I hope that the 
others will be released this very 
evening too. Do pay attention 
on the way home so that you 
actually will arrive at home. 

Now I want to say some words 
about Leonard Peltier. Leonard 
Pettier was sentericed two times 
for life because he was said to 
have murdered two FBI agents in 
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1975. Since then several lawyers 
and other people have tried 
again and again to reopen his 
case and to show the facts, what 
actually happened on this day. 
In the meantime it's clear that 
Leonard did not kill the two FBI 
agents. The only case they have 
is that one, which the prose¬ 
cuting attorney's office, the 
government have constructed. 
It is based only on lies and deceit. 

Leonard is in jail because the 
government didn't know who 
they otherwise could have 
arrested and convicted for the 
killing of the two FBI agents. They 
lost two agents and needed 
someone to pay for. Leonard 
was at that place and also has 
admitted shooting after the 
officers had been attacked. He 
has shot in self-defense. 

For all natives and indigenas in 
North-, Central-, and South- 
America, that means actually 
for all people all over the world, 
Leonard is an example for how 
farthe government goes to keep 
you away and to imprison you, 
if you try to stand on your own 
two feet, if you fight for your 
people, if you try to go another 
way than the one they dictate 
you.(applause) 

We have to free Leonard now. 
Leonard Peltier is one of the most 
known political prisoners in the 
USA. Recently I have gone to 
Washington and have met a 
friend of mine who works for a 
congress-man. He had visitors. 
As they left after the visit they 
asked him what will happen with 
Leonard Peltier? These people 
came from Tibet and they hoped 
to meet him there, but he isn't to 
see anywhere. If everyone of us 
all over the world is able to 
contact people and to achieve 
that they support his freedom 
ond if we succeed in freeing 
Leonard from prison, then we 
wii have built also a system to 


free all other political prisoners 
all over the world. I ask all people 
for devoting their energy to free 
Leonard. Only when we will have 
freed Leonard from prison, when 
all political prisoners will be free, 
then we'll can startto think about 
how we can free ourselves, (long, 
rising applause with howling.) 

And now, brothers and sisters, 
I'm already talking the whole 
time about Leonard Peltier. Many 
people are here, perhaps some¬ 
body has a question, perhaps 
somebody likes to know details. 
Also informations and petitions 
are passing round here, deman¬ 
ding freedom for Leonard Peltier. 

I feel like sitting down and letting 
speak other people. I like being 
with you here and I ask you to 
participate with me and all 
brothers and sisters and help to 
free Leonard Peltier and all other 
political prisoners, (applause) 

Thank you Lew. The freedom of 
all political prisoners is a topic 
also here in the FRG and in this 
context I like Gisela Dutzi, former 
RAF prisoner, to come to the 
microphone. Hike to mention that 
there is a letter from the RAF to 
the participants of the congress 
and the demonstration, which was 
published in the TAZ (German 


Newspaper, formerly it was a left 
one).(Applause) 

Gisela Dutzi: I'm pleased to 
speak this evening, especially in 
connection with many people, 
comrades and friends from other 
countries, from third-world 
countries, assembled with us 
here. I think, beeing together in 
this forum and exchanging our 
experiences is a great honour for 
our struggle too. A lot of the 
people from other countries who 
are sitting here and also many of 
you in the auditorium have been 
in prison for long time and have 
suffered a lot of harm in there. But 
that we are here now also shows 
us that by this harm we can get 
stronger too. Prison attacks one's 
substance, one's roots, but it also 
shows that human dignity is 
invincible. They can't defeat it. 
They can kill people but they 
cannot kill our human dignity. 

In this connection I’ d like to 
welcome Gunter once again., 
Gunter Sonnenberg. (enormous 
applause for a few minutes, 
standing ovations) 

Probably you all now that after 
15 years in prison Gunter has been 
released a few weeks ago and 
he has kept his strong identity. 
Gunter was seriously injured and 
imprisoned in most brutal 
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conditions of isolation. I'm very 
happy that he is with us today 
and 1 would like having all 
political prisoners with us soon. In 
FRG we have struggled with 10 
great hunger-strikes for changes 
of the conditions, for regroup¬ 
ment since there have been 
prisoners from FRG and resis- 
tance,for22 years. Nowthemain 
case is the prisoners freedom - 
that the prisoners get out of prison. 



During the hunger-strikes we have 
been always aware of having as 
well a responsibility to other 
people in prison in the South. We 
knew that FRG exports the 
conditions of isolation we are 
imposed to. Exports them into 
countries of the third world. This is 
just one method of torture. And 
we have struggled for the 
abolition of isolation, for the end 
of this torture in this consciousness 
too. Freedom is the question 
(demand) of today, the freedom 
of the political prisoners 
everywhere and I think we can 
only win their freedom together. 
Being here together is a strong 
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impression and I'm particularly 
glad about it. This struggle for the 
prisoners'freedom is taking place 
at a time when everything, the 
whole development, is at a point 
of intersection. 

I think, the things mentioned on 
this congress are very important. 
They have been discussed the 
whole time too. We have to start 
different developments here. We 
have to bring the catastrophic 
development to an end which 
imperialism is putting on men- 
kind, the death of human beings 
and natur. We have to stop it. If 
this catastrophic development 
continues there is no perspective. 
And I think we have to discuss this 
as well as the different ideas and 
ways. But it has to be our 
common base and at this time 
we say: The prisoners out, 
prisoners have to be out every¬ 
where. 

500 years colonialism, 5oo years 
resistance - and I hope we' II still 
have a lot of interchange about 
the one importantfact, thatthese 
500 years of resistance gave all 
of us a lot of criterions for the 
struggle. That's why we are very 
interested in talking to people 
from the South. 

We have developed criterions 
here too and about this I'd just 
like to touch one or two things. 
There was the declaration of RAF 
which said that particular actions 
are beeing stopped now. I have 
noticed in it and even in discus¬ 
sions before that here is a strong 
tendency to put the methods 
always in the forefront. ,And 1 
think about this we can learn 
one or two things by people 
coming from somewhere else but 
also by ourselves. We have 
developed too. 

Our struggles' content is impor¬ 
tant to us and the aims are 
important. The methods are 
coming second. They have to be 
discussed too but not at first. 
Otherwise the complete sense of 
our struggle would be lacking in 


content. There are so many vital 
problems on earth we have to 
tackle and there are situations 
wherein one has to struggle 
armed too, wherein armed 
methods are necessary. 
(Applause) 

We have developed a further 
criterion out of the long time in 
the resistance and in the struggle, 
the one Lew has mentioned this 
afternoon too. It is concerning 
our own change. I think in the 
struggle in our country we have 
learned it as well; We have to 
fight the system, but we cannot 
defeat the system if we don't 
change ourselves too. We have 
learned how important this is, 
most of all during the long time in 
prison, and also particularly In 
this country we grew up in and 
are struggling in, here in FRG: 
Here is a very strong individualism 
and if you precisely analyse it it' 
s quite obvious. It is connected 
with the capitalistic system, the 
competition, one against each 
other. And these structures are 
existing in the political and 
struggling groups as well. And I 
think we' II only be able to get 
stronger if we' II overcome these 
structures, if we really learn to act 
in solidarity and in common. Or, 
like Che has once expressed it;" 
We have to be hard against our 
enemies but we have to keep 
our affection". And concerning 
this country here, I think it' s 
correct to say that we have to 
regain ouraffection because they 
have destroyed ours. (Applause) 
Now I just want to remind of the 
prisoners of RAF and resistance. 
To give an idea I want to mention 
briefly two of them and tell why 
they are in prison. Imrgard Mdller 
is imprisoned since 1972. She is in 
prison because she struggled 
against the war in Vietnam, 
because of an action against 
US-army during the war in 
Vietnam. Bernd Rdssner has fallen 
seriously sick by the isolation in 
prison and we are very con- 




cemed about that he has to get 
out of prison as soon as possible. 
(Confirming Appiause) Bernd 
Rbssner is in prison since 1976 
because he occupied the west- 
german embassy in Sweden then 
with the aim to free the prisoners 
of RAF. To conclude I want to 
call up once again to struggle 
for the freedom of all political 
prisoners all over the world. Let's 
fight for it! Venceremos! (Strong 
Lasting Applause) 

I think it’s a real pity but the 
government of the curch asks us 
to end this event at half past 
eleven. Therefor I want to beg all 
speakers to be as briefas possible. 
Now I ask Nilufer Alcan of Ozgiir 
Der from Turkey to come to 
microphon. Also in Turkey there 
was very much repression and 
the so-called "democratization” 
hasn’ t really changed much 
about it. Please Nilufer. 
[Applause] 

Nilufer Alcan IBefore I start 
with my speech I greet you in 
behalf of Devrimci Sol GOcler 
(Revolutionary Left Forces), 
r ve also brought you greetings 
of the prisoners of Devrimci Soi in 
Turkey and in Kurdistan: “We are 
in the right, we will triumphl” 
Furthermore I bring you greetings 
of the political prisoners' relatives, 
of TAYAD, who say: “We have 
learned from our children to 
speak up for human dignity. Your 
struggle is our struggle". 
(Applaus) 

For those in power prisons have 
always been very important in 
their attemptto intimidate people 
who have the will for revolution. 
They throw them into prison, 
isolate them, overcome their 
struggles and in prisons they try 
to destroy the prisoners' identity 
with psychological programs. 
Thousands of progressives, 
revolutionists, democrats and 
intelectuals have filled the prisons 
during the epoch of semptember. 


12th' fascist junta. They had to 
suffer the most severe tortures in 
prison and many have given their 
lifes at it. 

But the prisoners haven't accep¬ 
ted this repression and torture 
and have answered with resis¬ 
tance. One strong resistance was 
the death fasting in 1984. In this 
death fasting the fascist regimes' 
plans were destroyed. Exactly 
these plans should destroy the 
prisoners' identy by a program 
they called rehabilitation. Four 
prisoners died during this death 
fasting. But the prisoners have 
been victorious. 

The struggle against prison 
clothes and for dignity didn't 
remain limitted on the prisons. It 
has given a signal to the people 
outside in the society and there it 
has shown that the people can 
prevend their rights. The resis¬ 
tance tradition created in the 
hungerstrikes and in the death 
fasting also leaded the social 
opposition outside the prisons. 
They can arrest people but they 
can't manage to arrest people's 
thoughts. I'd like to read out a 
sentence of the leading cadre of 
Devrimci Sol, Dursun Karatas here 
which he has left short before his 
break-out of prison: “I burn with 
impatience for taking part in the 
struggle outside, taking part every 
minute but I also know I' II never 
be free as long os the suppressed 
people aren't free." 


Yes, we say: “Freedom for all 
political prisoners." But there is 
to be clarified a misunder¬ 
standing. Freedom is what we 
are having in mind, not amnesty. 
The prisoners haven't struggled 
for amnesty, they haven't 
begged bourgeoisie for amnesty. 
They have taken their place in 
the struggle against imperialism 
at the side of the peoples. Their 
dignity is our dignity. (Applause) 

As next I’d like to please Graciela 
Jorge of MNL-Tupamaros from 
Uruguay who have also been in 
prison for long time to tell us 
about her country, about herself 
and her experiences. 

Hola Graciela! [Applause] 

Graciela Jorge: Compa- 

nerosandCompaneras! I' mfrom 
Uruguay, a country which has 
the sad experience to have the 
biggest number of political 
prisoners and tortured poeple in 
Latin Amerika of the 70th. 

Well, in these years, from the 60th 
to the 80th, there have been 
different stages. The first one was 
the stage of the imprisoned 
guerilleros, the Tupamaros. We 
escaped as often as possible. 
(Appiause) We women have 
escaped two times from the 
women prisons by very very many 
women. And one time a big 
number of men also managed 
to escape. (Applause and 
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laughter) 

O.k. but after that followed the 
long night of fascism and in that 
time there were no possibilities to 
escape any longer and there 
were almost no attempts to do it. 
I myself have been in prison for 14 
years but I felt being part of a 
country Peeing in a prison as a 
whole. We had a kind of fascism 
without social base. That means, 
the whole people was subju¬ 
gated to this fascism. 

There were many many prisoners 
of Tupamaros but there were 
also a lot of prisoners of left-wing 
movements, even of liberai 
groups. There were left-wing 
prisoners, prisoners of unions, 
students... The people was 
imprisoned as a whole, because 
who wasn' t in prison, was in 
exiie. They had to leave the 
country. And those who stayed, 
though not in gail, were in a 
bigger prison anyway. 

There have been some hostages 
among the political prisoners, 
Tupamaros who were in condi¬ 
tions of isolations of maximum 
amount. And among those 
comrades who could go into 
exile, that is to say they had to 
leave, we are having very many 
missed persons we are searching 


Graciela Jorge with translator 
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Oscar Tagumpay: This 

evenings' topic Is very impo-rtant 
to me. I was political prisoner 
and have been tortured too 
during the time of Marcos' 
dictatorship in our country. But it 
was an ex-perience I had that I 
don't regret. 

Because it shows that no pain, 
no matter of which extend, that 
no torture, not even the 
psychological one will manage 
it to destroy us. (Applause) We, 
very many political prisoners. 


14.3.85: A realeased Tupamarois welcomed rapturously 


for still today. 

Now r m living in a country without 
political prisoners. But I can't say 
this with real pleasure because 
many former prisoners are still 
suffering from the effects of prison, 
of torture. Many are still dying 
slowly of it, many are seriously ill 
like for example me too. Even 
Raul Sendic, our 'lider' has died 
of the effects of prison. 
Companeras and companeros, 
to conclude all this, I know from 
my own experiences and from 
other comrades' experiences 
too, in its will to survive the human 


being is very adaptable. But I 
also know that everything we 
are doing outside for the 
comrade in prison, for his/her 
freedom is very important to him/ 
her. (Applause) 

That’s why I send my greetings 
to the political prisoners and I 
demand you to continue in your 
work for their freedom and we’ II 
manage it too. 

(Applause, cheers) 

As next I want to sey hello to 
Oscar Tagumpay fom Phillipines 
as representant ofNDF (National 
Democratic Front) andplease him 
to come to microphone. 

I still want to say that some poeple 
told me they don’ t like to be 
photographed and that I should 
say this here. [Applause] 




have come out of prison with 
broken arms, broken bones, 
broken skeleton, but our spirit is 
free because unbroken. 

If we are in prison and if we are in 
conditions of isolation the aim of 
those who take us to prison is to 
isolate us from society. But a 
positive ex-perierice I had was to 
get a letterfrom Sweden. Why do 
I think this letter is so wothy? 
Because it contains two important 
messages. First: You ere in prison 
but you are not alone. And 
second: Directed to those who 
keep us in prison: They can't 
manage it to isolate us from 
society. (Applause) 

Well, dear friends and com-rades, 

I hope you' II sign the petitions 
going 'round full of honesty and 
intensity too because its your 
contribution to solidarity with 
those in prison and to humanity 
in general. 

That's why I'm very happy about 
that there is a demon-stration for 
the freedom of the political 
prisoners next .tuesday. We 
support this demonstration and 
wish you much success. 
(Agreement, applause) 

Perhaps you won't believe it but 
now, in the time of Aquinos 
presidency, the smiling First Lady 
(laughter), we are having lesser 
political prisoners than in the days 
of Marcos. There is an order to 
shoot down every captured 
person at once, no matter if 
captured as guerilla or as single 
person, who supports the 
liberation fighters. 

And today under the new 
president Ramos elected last may, 
we are expecting the worst 
'peace'. In Philippines Ramos is 
one of the main architects of that 
what we call low intensity 
conflict. 

We have developed some 
projects on Philippines to help 
victims of torture and for those 
released from prison. I'd like to 
take the opportunity to invite you 
to think about coming to 


Philippines and take part in these 
projects. I want to mention these 
pro-jects briefly: Project 1 deals 
with the support of raped women. 
Project 2 supports children who 
are victims of torture or its effects 
too. Project 3 is looking after 
convalescence of tortured 
political prisoners. It's an open 
invitation to you to come to 
Philippines to show your solidarity 
which let live on these projects. 
(Applause) 

Then there are US-govern-ments' 
plans to present our movement 
as 'terroristic movement'. 

First it is claimed we were 
scarescrows of former Sowjet- 
Union. But this was never proved 
and it would have been 
completely imp-ossible too. But 
in contrary to what they say, NDF, 
the National Democratic Front 
of Philippines acts according to 
the protocols of Geneva 
Convention towards the 
treatment of political priso-ners. 
And we'd like to say that New 
Peoples Army (NPA) has 
captured about 50 members of 
the enemies' forces during the 
last two month. As far as possible 
they have been treated correctly 
and set free later on. (Applause) 
We've got the message three 
days ago that a retired captain 
of US-army, captured one year 


ago by our NPA was released. 
And finally I'd like to say that we 
often get solidarity mes-sages 
adressed to those in prison from 
people who haven' t been 
imprisoned themselves. And we 
have answered then; “Thank you 
very much for your solidarity but 
please don’t forget: You are in a 
prison yourself that’ s simply 
bigger.” Thank you 
(Tumultuous applause) 

Thank you Oscar. As next /’ d like to 
please Teodoro Anderson ofMLNfrom 
Puerto Rico to come in front to 
microphone. Like the Philippines 
Puerto Rico is even more a US- 
colony...please tell us something about 
your experiences and your history. 
[Applause] 

Teodoro Anderson: tns 

event has really been very 
impressive 'till now. I'm deeply 
affected by the speech of our 
german companera who has 
spoken before, by companera 
Tupamara and by the comrade 
from Philippines. 

Currently our organisation is 
carrying out an international 
campaign for the freedom of 
our prisoners, the prisoners of war 
and the political prisoners. Also 
forthefugitiveguerilla-comrades, 
who are involved in such 
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activities. Aboiition of ail political 
trials and proceedings, abolition 
of all warrants and searches for 
members living in illegality. Not 
only for those who are known, 
because those who are unknown 
won't give themselves up to the 
police. And for those just waiting 
for their trial. 

We' re having prisoners of war 
because we' re a colony. And 
these prisoners of war, who are 
members of the armed forces of 
Puerto Rico's liberation move¬ 
ment, are struggling for the 
independence and liberation 
and the social emancipation of 
our country Puerto Rico. 
(Applause) There, are other 
political prisoners too who have 
declared themselves as 'politi¬ 
cians' or of guerilla organisations 
like "Peoples army" who are 
also struggling for our national 
liberation and for socialism in 
our country. 

All our political prisoners and 
pri^ners of war are In US-pri$ons. 

This means: In prisons very far 
away from each other; in prisons 
far away from their relatives and 
best friends; in prisons separated 
them from their-movement; in 
prisons in which they are exposed 
to physical and psychological 
torture in many cases. US- 
government has made it to its 
task to break our political 
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prisoners 
and priso¬ 
ners of war. 
Methods of 
torture evol¬ 
ved in our 
continent 
are beeing 
imported, 
even from 
germany. 

I could 
mention a 
number of 
daily lifes' 
cases of our 
female and 
male priso¬ 
ners but r II mention just one 
particular case. It's the case of 
our comrade Oscar Lopez Rivera. 
At the moment he is in USA's 
worst prison, in Marion. In this 
prison he's isolated 23 1 /2 hours. 
The prisoners are having only 1/ 
2 hour time per day and they 
have to decide whether they 
want to take a shower, call their 
lawyers or do gymnastics. During 
the iast six years he had no 
physical contact to other people, 
it's even more than six years. At 
the moment there is a national 
and international pressure 
because of these inhuman 
detention conditions in Marion. 
Therefor US-government decided 
to built a new prison in the village 
Florins, State of Colorado, in 1994. 
This prison shall become the 
technologicaly most developed, 
most modern prison of the whole 
continent. Because in this prison 
there'll be no towers, no high 
walls and not so many warders. 
Because everything happening 
within this prison is computer- 
controlled and by this they' II 
abolish human contact with the 
prisoners completely. 

Like r ve said before, presently 
our organisation is working on a 
campaign for the freedom, for 
the unconditional freedom of the 
politically imprisoned women 
and men. It has been a very hard 


work that has taken 10 years to 
become rality now. In principle 
it' s running for 10 years, has 
started 10 years ago and now 
we can tell we' re having the first 
results: The creation of a big 
campaign in Puerto Rico as well 
as in USA too. Our comrades 
have expressed quite clearly, at 
least most of them, that the motto 
is the unconditional freedom of 
the politival prisoners because it’ 
s no crime to struggle for 
independence and national 
liberation. US-imperialism is the 
crime, it' s in our country and 
colonizes it. (Applause) 
Companeras and companeros, 
during these 10 1/2 years of our 
work for the political prisoners 
we' ve had triumphs and 
victoriesup to now but we had to 
suffer defeats too. We've had a 
hard time, for example in 1979, 
as FBI and CIA murdered comr¬ 
ade Angel Rodriguez Cristobal, 
who was a member of puerto- 
rican Socialist League. He was in 
prison because he had opposed 
the illegal occupation of a small 
island called Viequez belonging 
to the puertorican people. He 
was murdered in his cell. Three 
clandestine puertorican organi¬ 
sations made solidarity actions 
as a reaction on this assas¬ 
sination. There was one joint 
action: Nine airplanes, destined 
forthe reactionary forces against 
Frente Farabundi Marti in El 
Salvador were blown up at the 
air force base of Luiza, It has 
been the second time in US- 
history, since Pearl Harbour, that 
a foreign force has done some¬ 
thing like that to USA. (Applause) 
Perhaps one other example: It's 
the case of our imprisoned 
companera Alexandrine. After 
her capture she was raped two 
times in prison. And of course 
there are many other cases of 
psychological and physical 
torture. Butthereare victoriestoo. 

It has been a victory that one 
comrade, one of our most 








important commandantes of the 
armed forces struggling for 
nationai liberation, can live in 
the free Cuba. (Applause) 

One essential aim of our struggle 
is the freedom of the political 
prisoners and the prisoners of war. 
It's the point of strongest unity 
among the iiberation and inde¬ 
pendence movement of Puerto 
Rico. It is the point where the 
most peopie are coming to¬ 
gether and this means that we' 
ve reached quite a lot. This is the 
moment we are able to produce 
the most pressure in USA and 
there is much pressure in Puerto 
Rico and the pressure in foreign 
countries is increasing too. We 
are very shure that we can 
achieve the unconditional free¬ 
dom of the political prisoners. 
Thank you. • (Tumultuous 
applause) 

As last r d like to please Mirtala 
Lopez from El Salvador to 
microphon now. [Applause] Hola 
Mirtala! 

Mirtala Lopez: Compa- 

neras and companeros, seeing 
how tired we are all. I'm going to 
make it very briefly. I only like us 
to stand up and to spend a very 
strong, very longlasting applause 
to those companeros and 
companeras who have been 
arrested today, and also to those 
who are imprisoned all over the 
world because of fighting for a 
just cause. 

(several minutes of applause like 
thunderous water pounding at 
rockets. With shouts and whistles 
it's rising to the slogan "power 
through the wall until it bursts" as 
an earsplitting noise and then 
again with rhythm "freedom for 
aH px>litical prisoners'.) 

In our country, El Salvador, 
hTousarxls and thousands passed 
through the jails just as the 
com.’-ades of the other countries 
described. Jail is the place where 


they imprison our bodies and at 
the same time our mind is walking 
through the streets with the fist 
clenched, (applause) So, they 
could destroy us physically. But 
they never could destroy our 
morale. Let's go on! Let's go 
forward, struggling for freedom, 
struggling for peoples' self- 
determination. (applause) 

And finally I want to say that we 
have to free our imprisoned 
comrades and all prisoners all 
over the world, (whistles and loud 
approval) We are the only ones 
who are called up to do that; 
each she-comrade and each he- 
comrade who is involved in the 
daily struggle. 

FOR THE RIGHT 
OFFRSDOMAIUD 
THE RIGHT OF 
LIVING! 

UP THE FREEDOM 


And we are sorry that we, due to 
all circumstances, couldn’t say 
more from ourselves, but we like 
to ask you all for taking all these 
discussion beginnings with you 
and to think about at home how 
we can achieve the freedom for 
all political prisoners. Thank you. 
(applause) 

Finally I like to add that we want 
to pass a resolution refering to 
Bernd Rofiner. In this resolution 
it is said who he is, how long hes 
has been in Jail, which injuries he 
has and that he has to be released 
at once and that this also goes for 
the other political prisoners in 

_ . _ 
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MorK para la 
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Hacional 


OF THE POLITI¬ 
CAL PRISONERS! 

LET'S GO FOR¬ 
WARD FOR FREE¬ 
DOM 

COMPANEROS 
AND 
COMPANERAS! 

(applause) 

Thank you Mirtala. 

For reasons of time 
we have to come to 
an end now. 

The experiences of jail and 
repression which have become 
clearly today are only one side. 
Another side which also has 
vibrated in this room today was 
the struggle experience from the 
different countries and of the 
whole time. We know that there 
are more former political 
prisoners in this room - and for us 
that means also a sign of certain 
continuities which are existing, 
and that in this way fight won’t 
come to an end, and also we 
consider these days in Muniche, 
despite all, as being a start of 
discussion which we need further 
more. 


FRG who are unfit to undergo 
detention: Isabel Jacobs and AH 
Jansen. We are going to give this 
resolution to the justice minister 
on Tuesday. We want to add that 
also the freedom of all political 
prisoners in the FRG and all over 
the world is at stake. I want to 
mention in place of all of them: 
Leonard Peltier, Mumia Abu- 
Jamal, Nathalie Menignon. That 
will be added to the resolution 
and then will be hand in. I think 
we can pass it like this from 
today’s evening. Okay, thank you 
and by. (applause) 

UP THE INTERNATIONAL 
SOLIDARITY!!! 
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PERSPECTIVES OM SOCIALISM 

Opinions from Kurdistan and El Salvador 

This article seeks to present a summary of the central positions expressed in two statements made by Abdullah 
Ocalan and Shafik Handal in which they discuss the development of socialism. The two authors explain their 
fundamental views on the prospects for the liberation struggle and discuss their political perspectives. Although the 
conditions and background situations in Kurdistan and El Salvador are very different, many of the problems posed 
are similar. The idea that a renewal of socialism must take place in the context of international discussion is 
expressed by both of these leading anti-imperialists. This article is intended as a contribution to that discussion. 

Translations of the article in German, English, Turkish and Spanish can be obtained from the Informationsstelle El 
Salvador, Heerstr. 205, 5300 Bonn 1, FRG. The PKK and PCS have both been sent a copy of this article. 


Abdullah Ocalan, General Secretary of the PKK, Workers Party of 
Kurdistan, 13 May, 1992, (special supplement in "Kurdistan 
Report" - German edition No. 50, September 1992) 

PKK was founded on 27 November 1978 and. with the HRK, 
entered the armed struggle in Turkish-occupied Kurdistan on 15 
August 1984. The 3rd party conference of the PKK In October 
1986 saw the founding of the ARGK, the popular liberation army 
of Kurdistan, PKK and ARGK are part of the National Liberation 
Front, ERNK, which was formed in March 1985. 



“We believe that we debate the 
issues seriously and can 
benefit from the practical 
experiences made in the world. 
As a result some of the things 
which have happened in recent 
years may become more clear. 
Nobody wants to give up the 
socialist project. Rather, the 
problem is to define just what a 
socialist project really means 
today." (Shafik Handal) 


Shafik Handal, General Secretary of the Communist Party of El 
Salvador (PCS), member of the General Command of the 
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). These 
statements were made on 18 September 1992 at a meeting of 
representatives of the solidarity movement in Germany. He spoke 
about questions of socialism not on behalf of the FMLN but in his 
capacity as General Secretary of the PCS. (Documented In "ila" 
No. 159, October 1992). 

PCS/FMLN: The Communist Party of El Salvador was founded in 
1930 and Farabundo Marti was one of its best-known 
representatives. After winning the election In 1932, the party was 
banned and forced underground. The dispute within the PCS over 
the question of the armed struggle led to the then General 
Secretary leaving the party in 1970 and founding the FPL guerilla 
movement. By 1977 the PCS had changed its position and 
formed the first armed units. 

In 1980 five organisations (including the PCS and FPL) joined 
together in the FMLN. After 12 years of war, 80,000 dead and a 
military stalemate, the government and the FMLN signed a cease¬ 
fire and peace accord on 16th February 1992. The FMLN is now a 
legal political party. 



"Socialism is the only way to 
save humanity and nature from 
the destructive capitalist- 
imperialist system!" (Abdullah 
Ocalan) 
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Let us begin with the introductory 
passage to Abdullah Ocalan’s 
contribution; 

"In the present phase - in which, 
on the one hand, the capitalist- 
imperialist system threatens 
mankind and nature and, on the 
other. Real Socialism has 
collapsed and there is an attempt 
to blur the ideological-political 
line of the working classes - the 
crisis of imperialism has grown 
even deeper. At the same time, it 
has again become only too 
apparent that the only way to 
save humanity and nature is the 
path of scientific socialism. For 
this reason our urgent task is to 
confront and analyze the 
problems of socialism now facing 
us. ... The view that whatever 
happens power will always lie 
firmly in the capitalist imperialist 
domain and that no one can fight 
back or, rather, that any 
resistance is futile, is hammered 
into the minds and hearts of the 
people by various media 
corporations. They want us to 
make our peace with this system. 
That, however, would mean 
relinquishing the liberation of 
humanity and the capitulation of 
the working classes and the 
peoples." (A.O.) 

Today, following the collapse of 
real socialism and reinforced in 
the aftermath of the Gulf War, 
one of imperialism’s central 
claims is expressed in the recent 


talk of "the end of history". Shafik 
Handal confronts this ideology of 
infinity: "Put simply, with all its 
money, all its gold and all its 



power capitalism cannot buy 
eternity. Capitalism is contrary to 
nature, contrary to any common 
sense."... "Our conviction is very 
firm, and not for purely 
ideological reasons. We believe 
... that capitalism cannot be the 
final stage of society and social 
development because it fails to 
solve the problems of humanity. 
Humankind now faces more 
difficult problems than ever 
before and the tendency is that 
they will grow even more acute. 
Capitalism does not solve those 
problems." (S.H.) 

The fact that the "ruling ideology 
and political structure" tries to 
claim an eternal existence for 
itself is, as both point out, a 
basic feature of historical 
development; "Every ideology 
and every system installed by the 
ruling class is, to a certain extent, 
forced to regard itself in this 
way." In order to grasp the 
situation as it really is and to 
arrive at a correct analysis "it is 
certainly useful to take a look at 
history. ... We find that, in a 
sense, the problems and the 
ways forward to solutions have 
been the same since the 
beginning of the human race." 
(A.O.) 

The starting point of Abdullah 
Ocalan’s view of history is the 
prehistoric “primitive tribal 
societies" which, he say, 
represented "solidarity, fraternity 
and freedom in its clearest and 
purest form": 'These 

characteristics have always 
develop in opposition to the 
other side of human existence." 
Base and superstructure and 
other divisions arise. The 
concepts of a good God and an 
evil God continue to exist today 
in many religions and are 
expressed in other pairs of 
concepts: dictatorship and 

democracy, oppression and 
freedom, masters and slaves, 
bourgeoisie and proletariat, etc. 
Among other possible divisions 
he mentions the producers of 
material things and the 
producers of ideas. (However, 
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the division between the sexes is 
not named, nor does he deal 
directly with the interrelationships 
of different kinds of social 
divisions.) "... in the most 
general terms: good and bad, 
those acting justly and those 
acting unjustly. This is the 
contradictory nature of 
humankind itself. ... And we can 
determine scientifically that only 
the struggle based on these 
contradictions can lead to 
progress." From history we can, 
says Abdullah Ocalan, learn that 
people never accept their 
enslavement. As for popular 
resistance to enslavement: 'That 
always remains alive in people’s 
memories. As we know, it opens 
the way to utopia, to the ideology 
of the oppressed." ... 'The 
question is, then: Which of these 
ideas do people identify with and 
take as the basis for their 
struggles. By making these 
distinctions we actually intensify 
the contradictions. And that, as 
we know, underlies the history of 
a never ending social struggle 
and the history of socialism." 
(A.O.) 

In section the PKK leader deals 
with the significance of religions, 
and especially of Islam, in 
historical development and their 
relationship with social struggles. 
His review of history is 
concluded with appraisals of why 
Real Socialism failed. But first, let 
us hear what Shafik Handal has 
to say on this. 

“Real Socialism" 

"One thing is quite clear: socialist 
thought and the concept of 
socialism must be renewed. The 
crisis of Real Socialism offers a 
great deal of material on this. The 
crisis releases us from 
dogmatism, makes us use our 
own heads and analyse our own 
realities; in other words, we must 
develop ways forward which 
have not yet been mapped out." 
(S.H.) 

"From a brief analysis of the 
upheavals of the October 


Revolution and of subsequent 
events we can conclude that the 
right wing developed out of the 
situation. As in every major 
revolution, here too, it was this 
side that increasingly gained 
official power; whether the trend 
began in the 1930s, the 50s, the 
60s or the 80s is not so important 
and should not distract anyone 
from the central issue. ... A 
situation arose in which, acting in 
the name of the proletariat, 
bureaucracies developed out of 
the social remnants of feudal and 
bourgeois society. Under the 
banner of Real Socialism all sorts 
of dogmas were laid down. The 
slightest criticism was regarded 
as treachery and repressed, 
which meant that positive 
criticism was also eliminated and 
the class struggle smothered. 
That led to a mentality which 
amounted to shutting out the 
outside world completely and 
erecting an ideological wall. In 
fact, the exact opposite was 
necessary. The capitalist- 
imperialist system should have 
been forced to put up its wall 
against the ideology of freedom. 
... We know that Lenin said the 
October Revolution had largely 
fulfilled the tasks of the bourgeois 
revolution. It was, in a sense, a 
late bourgeois revolution.... If we 
then take into account the 
pressure of the imperialist system 
and the attacks it mounted from 
all sides, the outcome becomes 
somewhat clearer. ... It used to 
be said in connection with the 
October Revolution that "we have 
rapidly turned the existing 
bourgeois-democratic revolution 
into Socialism"; and, indeed, 
socialist measures were taken. 
On the other hand, the 
bourgeois-democratic revolution 
carried on developing and finally 
proclaimed its victory with 
Gorbachev and Yeltsin. 
Perhaps there a change in the 
distribution of forces can now 
finally come about" and perhaps 
"the collapse of Real Socialism 
will harm the cause of 
capitalism." (A.O.) 


The way in which the PCS 
conceives the relationship 
between (bourgeois) democratic 
revolution and socialism is 
portrayed by Shafik Handal as 
follows: “Socialist society is a 
democratic society which 
transcends the limits on 
democratic possibilities imposed 
by the capitalist bourgeoisie. And 
this problem has to be solved in 
the phase of transition to 
socialism. We see the 
democratic transformation as 
part of the transition to 
socialism." This refers to the 
process currently unfolding in El 
Salvador in which it is hoped that 
the outcome of talks will serve as 
a basis 

for a democratic revolution. 

Capitalism is the problem! 

'The most important thing - to 
discuss is the fact that capitalism 
has placed mankind in gravest 
danger. ... man is now 
conducting a mighty war against 
nature. ... That is a fact and the 
responsibility lies above all with 
capitalism." (A.6.) 

"It used to be said that capitalism 
solves the problems of a part of 
humanity. We doubt this. The 
world cannot go on living 
unpunished when the 

overwhelming majority of 

humankind is facing increasingly 
worse conditions. The First World 
cannot fashion its own world on 
this planet, a world which is 
immune to the social, political 
and physical diseases of three 
quarters of humanity.... I am not 
only talking about the political 
aspects, but about every aspect 
of human existence: 
environmental destruction, the 
growing tide of migration and all 
the related problems; indeed, the 
drug trade must also be seen as 
part of the whole. These are 
major issues, without even 
mentioning political unrest. The 
phenomenon of crisis will spread 
from all the social pores of 
society. And now that the 
imperialist states no longer 
needs to fight against the Soviet 
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Union or against "socialism", 
which as a force has ceased to 
exist, if the First World thinks it 
has to arm itself in order to 
conduct a war against the South 
... then the reason is clear: it 
believes that its sacred 
possessions are threatened by 
the way in which the majority of 
humanity lives and dies. (S.H.) 

“It is not simply a matter of 
oppressing a class or a nation. It 
goes much further. It is also 
called the North-South conflict or 
the metropolis-periphery 

antagonism. But no matter what 
it is called, the point is that the 
great majority of humanity is 
subjected to the attacks of the 
capitalist metropolises and can 
no longer breath freely. ... When 
we bear all this in mind, we 
recogni 2 e that capitalism is one 
of the most accursed social 
systems of all time. When we 
look carefully at the content of 
this system, we see that the 
people become stunted, they are 
forced to respond to primitive 
feelings and needs - they are 
turned into ants. Look at the way 
the Japanese are transformed 
into ants, the Europeans into 
robots, or the Americans into 
madmen! They are so 
dehumanised one might need a 
witness to testify that the types of 
individuals being created really 
are human after all!" (A.O.) 

Renewing and redefining the 
concept of socialism 

"When we now speak of a 
socialist renewal we have to 
understand precisely the level of 
contradiction we are talking 
about."... “It is clear that the kind 
of socialism determined to 
conquer the present and the 
future must understand this 
problem. That is why those who 
address the current problems of 
socialism with the intention of 
solving them can no longer be 
content to put on its agenda the 
economic, social and political 
liberation of the working class, as 
in the 19th century, or purely the 
national liberation of oppressed 


peoples, as in the 20th century. 
Of course there is no doubt that 
the working class today is still 
oppressed. The struggle for 
economic rights is being 
continued.... And as in the past, 
there are still dependent and 
oppressed counties and nations, 
and they will continue to wage 
national liberation struggles. 
However, today socialism can 
no longer limit itself to these 
antagonisms: it must do more. 
With capitalism a technical 
machine, a monster, was created 
which brought misery on 
humanity, ruined nature, 
destroy^ the minds of the 
people and crushed them into 
the mould of the consumer 
society that swallows everything 
in its path. What Real Socialism 
produced is not a great deal 
different. The society of greed 
and gluttony has become so 
extreme that people are on the 
point of tearing each other’s eyes 
out. Morality has virtually 
collapsed. And with the 
destruction of morality half of 
what makes us human 
disappears." ... "One thing is 
quite clear: we can no longer 
combat imperialist capitalism 
with the literature of the 19th 
century working class and fight 
colonialism with those 
ideological-political weapons. 
Nor can we go on struggling with 
the weapons of the national 
liberation movements of the 20th 
century. The contradictions have 
now been raised to a new level 
and this shift affects the way 
forward." (A.O.) 

'The concept of socialism must, 
in our view, necessarily contain 
some elements which derive 
from the analysis of the crisis of 
Real Socialism and take account 
of the characteristics of social 
development in our epoch. A 
cornerstone of such a concept is 
our conviction that, in order to 
renew socialism, socialism must 
first of all become society’s 
concern, a system in the hands 
of society and not of the state. 
Here, we are not referring to the 
property relations governing the 


means of production, but to 
everything. Socialism must be 
socialized; by its very natire it 
must lie in the hands of society 
as a whole." (S.H.) 

The Role of the state... 

"Society must take the initiative in 
all spheres and be the 
determining force. Obviously it 
must be a society without the 
exploitation of man by man. 
Moreover, in view of the 
experiences made in the past 
one should perhaps add that it 
must also be a society without 
the exploitation of man by the 
state." (S.H.) 

“Above all, the work of the 
victorious revolution must not be 
guided by the interests of the 
state. The experience of the 
Soviet Union teach us very 
clearly just where that leads to. 
The revolution must constantly 
take an internationalist line and 
not stick to the interests of the 
nation state. And it must certainly 
not be directly fused with 
national state interests." (A.O.) 

... and the economy 

"As for the economic base - i.e. 
ownership of the means of 
production - we believe that 
particularly in countries like ours 
it would be a mistake to allow 
only one form of ownership of 
the means of production. We 
obviously think that there should 
be state ownership in certain 
sectors of the economy, but not 
exclusively. In the context of 
ideas about having to socialize 
socialism a large part of the 
means of production must 
naturally be in the hands of 
society.” (S.H.) Abdullah Ocalan 
does not speak explicitly about 
the relationship between state 
and economy in the statement 
referred to here. However, he 
does criticize the idea of the 
economy being the determining 
factor for the development of a 
revolutionary perspective. This 
also has major' implications for 


the question of the revolutionary 
subject. 

On this issue Shafik Handal says 
that "the concept of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat ... 
in Latin America and the Third 
World doesn’t solve any 
problems. Firstly, because there 
is no really developed proletariat. 
That idea is an ideological fiction 
which does not stand up to 
debate. Proletarian dictatorship 
could only be established with 
authoritarian means and is only 
realizable if the revolutionary 
party replaces the proletariat." 
(S.H.) 

Revolutionary subject - class - 
the New Personality 

"In Latin America we have seen 
that the working class is not the 
revolutionary class ... If we look 
at the facts honestly ... then we 
must recognize that although 
there have been revolutionary 
workers everywhere it is not the 
case that simply being a worker 
turns one into a revolutionary; 
rather, we find that workers tend 
towards economism and 
reformism. ... What was the 
pattern of revolutions that have 
taken place in recent times; who 
were the protagonists? It was the 
peasants, intellectuals, 

revolutionary workers. In other 
words, there is no revolutionary 
class per se. How are the 
revolutionary forces to be 
forged? That is a problem which 
has to be solved in the concrete 
conditions of each particular 
society, in each country; but 
certainly not by applying a fixed 
dogma." (S.H.) 

The PCS’s concrete ideas on this 
question are not explained by 
Shafik Handal. As for Abdullah 
Ocalan, he sees the task as one 
of revolutionary organization: 

The most urgent problem is to 
reverse the slogan of "We are 
building socialism and 
transforming the individual". 
Rather, the slogan must be: We 
must first create individuals who 


can build socialism.... If we want 
to achieve socialism then, 
starting within our own. small 
nucleus, we must create the 
people who are to build 
socialism. After all, if these 
people don’t exist who else is 
supposed to construct the 
socialism we desire? Those who 
are not socialists cannot 
establish socialism." The PKK 
attaches great importance to this 
struggle: 

Today we see very precisely that 
our greatest anger is directed 
against ourselves and our 
fiercest struggle takes place 
within ourselves. ... In the PKK 
our socialist personality means 
we are committed just as much 
to opposing every kind of 
oppression, injustice, violence 
and inequality in human history 
as we are to changing ourselves, 
to improving and liberating 
ourselves in order to lead the 
struggle and to succeed." ... 
"Yesterday we expressed this 
ideas through words and today 
we do so through our struggle. 
Today we answer with our 
struggle - a struggle which from 
day to day is spreading and 
becoming increasingly 

internationalist in character. We 
are convinced that our struggle 
will become one of the most 
successful arms of an enriched 
socialism. Our struggle is a 
vanguard for others, in practice 
taking on the function of an 
avant-garde." (A.O.) 

In this approach the party is 
designated a key role which it no 
longer has in Shafik Handal’s 
concept. For the latter, the 
traditional role of parties and 
trade unions etc. is called into 
question and new models are 
sought: 'There are an 

extraordinary number and variety 
of organizational forms within 
society, a major trend, a hunger 
at grass roots level for people to 
express themselves, to 
participate in solving their own 
problems. The answers will only 
be found in this network." (S.H.) 


The Task of the Left 

It is "the task of the left to find 
new concepts, new ways of 
thinking and new forms of action 
in order to move forwards. To get 
out now and retreat into some 
niche or other, to define oneself 
as social democratic or 
something else, will be of 
absolutely no use. To change 
your name, and thereby indicate 
that you intend to be weil- 
behaved from now on, amounts 
to running away. Yet it is also a 
retreat if you cling to the old 
positions in the belief that this 
might allow you to have a clean 
conscience, i.e. to declare, "I 
remain an upstanding supporter 
of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat until I die", a believer 
in socialism in the way it used to 
be conceived. You have to take 
up the real challenges in the way 
they presented themselves and 
face up to them. There is no 
other way. The thoughts I have 
repeated here on the concept of 
socialism do not claim the status 
of a finished programme of any 
kind; rather, they are an 
expression of the search ..." 
(S.H.) 

"Since, from an international 
perspective, our task is to 
continue the development of 
socialism, then we want to carry 
out this task with pride. ... Today 
it has become even more 
apparent that the contradictions 
have sharpened in the Middle 
East and can only be solved by 
revolutionary methods. For 
Kurdistan in particular there is no 
other way out other than 
revolution. Even to ensure the 
bare survival of the people there 
is no other basis other than 
revolution. After all, to depart 
from humanity is no salvation! As 
the concrete expression of a 
country and of a people, the PKK 
will continue be just as much a 
force for the revolution of the 
national liberation movement as 
it will for solving the problems of 
socialism in the Middle Eastern 
region and at international level 
..." (A.O.) 
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It is not easy 
to synthe¬ 
size the 


situation in 


Italy today. 

The effects of 
the economic 
crisis have 
stroken every 
sector of the 
country. 
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Political Parties and Institutions 


On the political/institutional side, 
the government parties 
(democratic Christian, sociaiist, 
sociai-democratic and liberal) 
have lost at the last national 
elections (5th of April 1992) and 
have further lost at the 
municipality elections in many 
cities. Also the democratic party 
of the left (PDS, the old PCI = 
Communist party) has lost at 


these elections partly due to the 
appearence of its split-off of his 
left wing: Rifondazione 
Communista. 

Many of the votes - above all in 
the North - have gone to the 
Lega, a newparty of demagogic 
and populist inspiration. 

This defeat of the government 
parties has worsened because 
of the big judiciary enquiry 'clean 
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hands' which started in Milan 
and is going on with about 
thousand of arrests and 
incriminations of politicians (the 
secretary of the Socialist Party, 
Craxi, e.g.) and industrial 
managers, above all of public 
enterprises. 

State and mafia 

In the meantime the con- 


free medical assistance^ freezing 
of the pensions, possibility to fire 
the public empoies...). 

In particular the Amato- 
government has signed an 
agreement with the unions 
(CGIL, CISL and UIL) on July, 31 St, 
1992, which implies the end of 
the wage-indexation system and 
the freezing of the negotiation 
at the level of single factories. 
All this in a situation where many 


the unions have been defended 
by union militans and by the 
police against the workers who 
tried to get the microphone and 
to speak directly. 

As it happened to the institutional 
parties, the same happened to 
the historical (traditional) unions 
(CGIL, bound to the former 
Communist Party and to the 
Socialist Party, UIL, bound to the 
Socialist Party and CISL, bound 



frontation between State and 
mafia has sharpened: Two 
judges have been killed in 
Palermo and there have been a 
lot of arrests. During the summer 
the army has been dispatched 
to Sardena and to Sicily. After 
the arrest of Toto Riina (the 
supposed boss of “Cosa Nostra" 
in Italy) also Guilio Andreotti, the 
oldest leader of the Democratic 
Christian Party, has been 
incriminated for connection with 
the mafia. 

Who pays for the crisis? 

The new government, leaded 
by the socialist Amato, has tried 
to face this situation of crisis both 
with institutional reforms 
(election with the majority system 
against the old proportional 
system, direct election of the 
majors... e.g.) and with an 
economic manoeuvre (no more 


factories are firing the workers 
because they are shutting down 
or are transfering their activities 
to the eastern or southern 
countries. 

At the beginning of September- 
in contrary to the promises made 
by the government on 31st of 
July - the Lira has been 
devaluateded thus worsening 
the workers' living conditions. 

Workers’ self-organizing 

As a result of this, there have 
been big blue collar workers' 
demonstrations aginst the 
government in every city. But 
the same unions which have 
called up the demonstrations 
have been also hardly 
contested. After the attack on 
Bruno Trentin, leader of CGIL, on 
a demonstration in Florence, 
during the succesive 
demonstrations the leaders of 


to the Democratic-Christian Par¬ 
ty); many members have left. 
New unions have come into 
being or grown up, in particiular 
the SLA (self-organized workers 
union) and the RDB (union base 
-collective). 

During the first month of 1993 
there haven't been big 
demonstrations because the 
unions have refused to call them 
up. But there have been many 
sqatted factories, spontaneous 
struggles, a strong self-organizing 
of the factory's councils, and 
the constitution of workers' 
committiees in particular those 
of Breda and Afla Romeo in Milan 
and Alfa Sud in Neaples. 

Attacks... 

In the meantime there have 
been many attacks against 
immigrants and against 
squatted social centres. The 
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newspapers speak of fascists' 
attacks, but surely the first 
aggressions have been carried 
out by real death squads, for 
example those in Bologna 
be+ween 1990 and 1991. 

Albania... 

Inside the attempt of capitalism 


bourgeoisie and the pointing out 
of the responsibilities of this 
situation: the principal enemy. 
Some comrades, especially 
those bound to the social 
centres, are bringing forward a 
strong campaign against the 
Lega, the Nazi groups and 
racism. But many others und¬ 
erstand that this situation is 


and a criminal organization but 
it is part of the confrontation 
inside the bourgeoisie: between 
the one connected to the State 
and its bureaucratic apparatus 
and the other connected to the 
financial and industrial power of 
the imperialistic european pole. 
It has to be remembered that 
the '‘mafia" has supplied the 



to let the proletariat pay the costs 
of the crisis, there is also the 
imperialstic role of Italy, which Is 
clearly visible in the case of 
Albania. 

Albania has become a colony 
of Italy whose inhabitants work 
for the Italian enterprises there 
to a wage which is at least 40 
times inferior to that of an Italian 
worker. 

Discussion among the 
revoiutionary Left 

This new and complex situation 
has re-opened the debate inside 
the revolutionary movement in 
Italy. 

The first point In this debate 
regards the field of the 


determined by the internal 
struggles inside the imperialistic 
bourgeoisie. In a situation of 
economic crisis it is a struggle for 
the survival. 

Italy, without natural resources, 
is historically a country with 
limited sovereignty, and this has 
resulted - from 1945 till today - 
into the domination of the 
monopolistic groups bound to 
the US-american imperialism. 
Now, with the new global 
balance of power and the 
resurrection of the imperialistic 
poles Japan and Germany, the 
struggle inside the imperialistic 
poles has effects on Italy. 

For example what is happening 
in the South of Italy today is not a 
confrontation between the State 


State in the South, above all 
regarding the repression of the 
struggles of peasants and the 
workers (starting from the 
massacre of Portella delle 
Ginestre in 1948 against the 
squatting of the fields). 

Also regarding the Lega (which 
wants the devision of Italy in two 
parts: the North and the South), 
part of the reasons for its electoral 
success is resulting from the 
internal confrontation inside the 
imperialistic bourgeoisie.The 
middle-class bourgeoisie bound 
to the small industry has decided 
to have a proper autonomous 
political representation to 
strengthen its starting position in 
negotiations with one fraction 
of the imperialistic bourgeoisie. 
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It is also a matter of survival 
because the Italian small industry 
produces mainly for export 
towards Europe. 

Also the fall and the devision of 
the two principal political parties 
(Christian Democratic Party and 
Communist Party) depends on 
the new globai baiance of 
power. It is quite evident how 
the fall of the revisionist party 
depends on the fall of the 
'socialist countries'. As to the DC. 
till today its strength resided in 
the confrontation between East 
and West and in the necessity 
for the imperialistic bourgeoisie 
of being political represented 
by an interclassistic type of party 
which have a mass consent. 
Today all this is no longer 
necessary. In the future the 
imperialistic bourgeoisie will try 
to build up parties with a political 
program more liberalistic 
concerning economy. 

It's no accident that the inquiry 
"clean heands' hits mainly the 
public enterprises and the system 
of public contracts that is to say 
the patronage system of power 
running around the Christian 
Democratic Party and the 
Socialist Party. 

The question of the institutional 
reforms and the introduction of 
the majority system is an essential 
condition to preserve the 
appearance of democracy 
inside this situation. 

In any case to strengthen its 
domination the imperialistic 
bourgeoisie and its government 
have however not only the 
means of the institutional 
engineering but also those of 
preventive counter-revolution at 
their disposal. Among these the 
use of state-terrorism and of 
death squads. In Italy the mass- 
murders (Milano 1970, Brescia 
1972,ltalicus 1974, Bologna 1980, 
904 Rapido-train 1984) never 
aimed at a fascist push but to 
strengthen the Imperialistic 
bourgeoisie. Today the state- 
terrorism against immigrants 
serves to sharpen the problems 
between them and the Italian 
workers and to prevent theit 



unity. 

A second point of the debate 
inside the revolutionary 
movement in Italy is starting from 
the popular protest against the 
economic manoeuvre of the 
government. In fact all the 
fraction of the big and the 
middle-size bourgeoisie-fighting 
against each other - are agreed 
to let the proletariat, here and in 
the South of the world, pay the 
costs of the crisis. 

The evaluations of the blue-collar 
workers' movement inside the 
revolutionary left have been very 
different. 

There is a wide development of 
the spontaneous struggles which 
have come to the point to 
contest even the old form of 
organization (unions), but surely 
not defeat them. For example 
the meetings of the self-called- 
up workers' councils (normally 
they are called-up by the unions) 
didn't succeed in calling up a 
general strike against Amato 
Governemnt. 

In face of this 
incability a part of 
the movement 
came to the 
conclusion that 
nothing positive 
can result from the 
movement of self- 
called-up workers 
and have accus¬ 
ed them of sub- 
alternity to the 
revisionistic unions 
and hasunsucces- 
fully tried to callup 
a general strike 
without previous 
discussion with the 
workers' 
collectives. 

A second position 
inside the anta¬ 
gonistic move¬ 
ment is that 
favourable to the 
building up of 
alternative unions, 
for example the 
RDB which suc¬ 
ceeded to call up 
a general strike of 


the public workers on October, 
2nd in Rome, but its second 
attempt at the end of October 
has been a failure in respect to 
participation. 

On our point of view the most 
correct position is that of those 
comrades that support the 
struggles of the workers against 
the revisionistic organisations 
and understand that it cannot 
be easy and on the short period. 
These comrades affirm that only 
the workers' mobilization can 
catalyse and make possible the 
protest of the whole 
metropolitan proletariat against 
the Amato Government. 
Concretely this debate has 
resulted into few "meetings of 
the self-organization" between 
September and October, but 
they have come to nothing 
because of these different points 
of view. Starting from this division 
a "Coordination between 
struggle situations" was founded 
in which there are collectives of 
workers, squatted houses, social 


They have taken the walls (& the bricks...) 



Monday 7lh December 1992 at 6:30 
am stale army troops iinadedandde\as- 
tatcd tlie house squatted in Piazza dei 
Siculi. San Lorenzo. Rome. Tlie squatters, 
on permanent night guard after an at¬ 
tempted e^■iclion the week before was 
repelled, had decided to lea^'c by tlie 
sei^ ice entrance so as not to let them- 
seh es be found inside. The pew ter sol¬ 
diers. not finding any human fiesh. took it 
out on the rest, and soto satisfy their slate 
ofe.xcilement tliey not only destroyed all 
the material they found inside the squat 
(personal belongings, musical instnimcnls. 
\'idcoand photographic equipment etc.) 
but. being clever assholes, they also 
devastated the adjacent local cohimiltce 
offices in Via dei Salcntini. and beat a 
memberof IheFOCSl (an organisation to 
aid foreignei^) who wasdislurbed from his 
sleep. 

Monday 3()UiNo\cmbcr. Armedwith 
our desires we succeeded to resit their 
attack, also because w e intended to reaf¬ 


firm resistanceas an instniment of self- 
defence and it w as necessaiy to\ erify tliis 
in practice. That morning thew hole zone 
remained in a slate ofseige for more than 
3 hours w ith tea rgas and^•arions objects 
flying. The marginal space, when not in 
silence, dedicated by the great media 
machine is indicathe of something that 
doesallitcanlominimalizeinthcimpos- 
sibi I ity to cri mi na lize or reaiperale demo- 
cralically. Howe’s er the message has ar¬ 
rived loud and clear. To resist behind 
barricades is notonly a nostalgic historic 
sentimental memory.and it is nota sui¬ 
cidal vocation when the condilionsof the 
clash arc. at least in the response, con- 
stniclcdanddctcnninedb} the consciences 
of those behind the barricades. 

The next weeklheconditions.also in 
terms of tools of self-defence, had been 
dcclaredinsiifncicnl loconfront'Riimbo2 
- The Re\ enge*. and so we left before- 
ha nd. managi ng to bring to sa fety part of 
lhccollccti\ e gains built in these years 


(thelibraiy. tlieanarclmecentreof docu¬ 
mentation and some of the musical instru¬ 
ments). 

Squatledonthe2ndof June 1990. we 
tra nsfonned tlie rotting ex-pliannaceutical 
laboratories into w oikingspacefor expres- 
si^*e research and daily life. Home to 
roughly 20 persons, tlie squat of Piazza 
dei Siculi has had approaches and rela¬ 
tions w ith hundreds of friends, comrades 
and guests. That’s all. We are against 
commemorations. Let’s lea\'e it to the 
stale to ciy for their dead, we at least will 
commemorate the death of the state. 
What w e succeeded communicating in 
these years of existance is w hatcoiints. is 
w hat we will conti nue inside ollierwallsor 
open spaces. We are not beaten nor 
exhausted because Piazza dei Siculi has 
alwa} sbeen an instniment. notanobjec- 
tii c. because w e are not a mo\ ement but 
a group offree indh idualsw ithout limits. 

Wc do not squat as a profession, w e 
arc sub^ ersi\’cs for the passion. 



Disarm authority, arm your desires! 
Spreading self-determination in continuous revolt! 




































































































































































































































































Tills isUie coniniuniqiie. transliUcd from 
ilalian. wliicli \\ as issued from Ihc sqiinllers 
liic day after the eviction of the squat 
‘ Toto‘ \ Piazza dei Siculi in Rome. 

Some ne\i s: 

Saturday 19th Dec. ‘92 as a conse¬ 
quence of the e^iction of Piazza dei Siculi* 
we ha\’e squatted a house in the same 
dislrict.Biitthishouseismuchsmallerthan 
Piazza dciSicuIiandsoonlysoineofus\\iIl 
be able to remai n here, but it wil 1 be used 
as a base for expansion tootlicr squats. 

We*re\i orki ng hard to make the place 
inhabitable hich may takca long ti me as 
it is in a veiy bad state of disrepair. Our 
project is to conti nue \\ hat e bega n 2 I/ 
2 years ago in Piazza dei Siculi. 
selfdetermined lifeand work, tocreateand 
experimentandtorebuildthe workshops, 
the rehearsal room, the dark room, the 


libra lyandinfoccntreelc. 

Wcwill notstartagain from scratch, 
but continue from where we e been 
interniplcd. We invite e^ en group or 
individual who considers sclfdctcr- 
mination as liberation orgroiith topay a 
\isit. 

The squatters "Toto", 

Via Tiburtina 161. San Lorenzo. 
Rome 



Tosend material foroiir infoshopor 
to get in touch with us write to: 

T oto. c/o Rosso e Nero. 
ViadciPiccni39 
00185 Rome 
Itah' 


International Squatters Network 

We are a group of squatters in Vancouver concerned with the steady growth of homeless 
and rapid deeline of housing. Our go\ernments are more concerned with revenue than 
housing the people it's supposed to represent. This does not surprise us. but we feel that 
it's time for us (as homeless) to communicate and organize to put an end to this attitude 
of housing for profit. 

We are trying to establish a network that would enable us to communicate between the 
cities, providing shelter for travelers \\ho are unfamiliar with a certain place. This 
would also keep us updated and aware with issues concerning squatters and the struggle 
for housing. 

The short term goals we arc trying to achieve arc: 

To keep squatters aware and organized within and out of cities 
To raise awareness and educate the general public 
To help squatters with legal difficulties and rights 

To produce a quarterly newsletter on rights, info, cracker tips, ideas on locks, heating 
and other building maintenance etc. 

If vou. or anvone you know can help with ideas, contact addresses (please use a bo.\ 
address or another safe way of contact) or anything else please write. We're also trying 
to put together a guide for listings of free services in as many major cities as possible, so 
if vou have anv listings please let us know. Anything would be appreciated. THANX! 


International Squatters Network 
1237 Richards St. 

Vancouver B.C. 

VGB 3G3 Canada 


47 




A Letter from 


the Spanish 


State 


Hello, a revolutionary salute! 

We received your letter «nnd the luinibcr 6 of 
Clash some days ago. Please, excuse us for not 
writing you but in the future we hope that the 
communication and correspondence between 
us and you will be habitual. 

We don't speak and write very well in English, 
and we can't translate all the material that you 
say you want. We ha^•c very much inforination 
and publications about Insumision**. armed 
struggle of ETA and Basque liberation national 
movement. prisoners. antiracism and 
antifascism, libertarian movement, squatters. 
General Strike, workers struggles etc. etc. If 
you can translate it to English, we can send you 
all you want. 

We think that the magazine is a very good idea 
and that a medium of communication and dis¬ 
cussions between the different revolutionary 
movements is very important. 

About the Expo wc can send you a dossier in 
Spanish that documents very well the things 
that happened here in April ‘92. After the 
successes in April, there wasn't happening very 
much anymore and the actions against the 
Expo decreased. 

We arc very far away from the discussions in 
Germany or in Holland, here in the Spanish 
State. Things are different here. The debate 
isn't the same and the composition and organi¬ 
zation of the re\'olutionary movements are very 
different to the ones in Germany. Holland, etc. 
The principal fields of action of the revolution¬ 
ary people in Spain are: the workers' struggles, 
antimililarism and the Insumision. and in less 
measure. antifascism. antiracism and the 
squats. In the actual context, antifascism and 
antiracism arc getting more and more impor¬ 
tant for the revolutionary people. 


Antiniilitarism. 

There are 2.500 insumisos in the Spanish state, 
near of 1.500 thereof are from Euskadi. The 
movement is now in a moment of crisis. The 
sentences of the trials have confused too many 
people. Some of the last sentences were favour¬ 
able to the insumiso judged. There are about 15 
insumisos in prison, the majority of them are in 
controlled liberty or in the third grade (they go 
out of the prison for the day and sleep in prison 
at night). Lately, there were many trials with 
contradictory sentences. In some the sentences 
were less than one year and the insumiso 
wouldn't be imprisoned (in the Spanish state 
the sentences less than one year don't have to 
be served in prison), and in others the sen¬ 
tences arc of two years and six months, then 
the insumiso is imprisoned. There are two in- 
lerpretalions of this, one is positive because 
the contradictions of the legal system can make 
the movement stronger and the number of 
insumisos can grow larger: but another view is 
negati^e because the trials and the sentences 
can cariy- the movement to a legal field, making 
the anlimilitarist character of the struggle 
weaker, after all we are against this militarist 
justice and we don't have to accept any sen¬ 
tence. In this moment there are four insumisos 
in clandestinity because they don't accept the 
senlence and they think that imprisonment 
does not help anything in the good develop¬ 
ment of the Insumision. There is a part of the 
movement that is against the presentation in 
trials of the insumisos that have to be judged. 
This part is a minority, the majority of the 
movement follows the strategy of the presenta¬ 
tions in trials and prisons when the sentence 
has been proiuinciated. 


Spanish state: 

In the Spanish state, among left wing radicals the name '‘Spain ” is not used, because they fee! that they ore not one 

homogenous nation, hut people from JOiskadi, Catalonia, Andalusia, . and that the Spanish state holds these nations 

in a colonial u*m- under its control. 

Insnmi.Cion, or In.sumi.soa: 

Total refusal. At the end of the eighties in the .spani.sh .state the compulsatory term in the army is introduced, after a 
referendum about the entry of.spain into the EC had onlyju.sf come through. But in the .spani.sh .state the memory of 
fa.sci.sm and of the role that miiitari.sm played in that, is too fre.sh to he taken without contradictions. A lany people refuse 
everyway of .servingin the military-also the 'civilian alternative-, mostly out of political motifs, hut some also on religious 
grounds. That is why the number of total refusers is al.so much much larger than in other european .states. Only .since 
1991 has the state tried to break this movement, with .sharp repre.s.sion (like long prison .scntence.s). 
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The last trial we had in our region (Aslurics). 
the insiimiso decided to present, and the sen¬ 
tence was favourable. At the moment of the 
trial there was a concentration to support the 
action of the insumiso and during the trial 
there , were declarations in his favour from 
some inlelecluals. sindicalists and dcsiacated 
members of parliamentary “leftist” parties. 

Strikes and the workers struggles. 

The last general strike was on May 28.1992 (in 
Euskadi it was on the 27(h) and was comocalcd 
against the antisocial policy of the "socialist” 
go\ernment. Concretely against the 
“Decratazo”. that is a law-decrate that restricts 
the subsidy of the unemployed, and against the 
Ley Corcuera.The general strike was control¬ 
led by the burocratic and reformist unions and 
the actions of the revolutionary workers and 
of the radical unions (CNT. LAB(Euskadi). CSI 
(Asturies)) didn't have much importance. In 
the metal sector and the miners, the strike was 
for 24 hours and was followed by all workers. 
In Euskadi the strike was for 24 hours and was 
followed by the majority of the people. In some 
regions like Asturies or Andalucia. (he 
anarchosindicalist union CNT and some revo¬ 
lutionary and minority unions convocated a 
strike for 24 hours against the go^'crnmcnt 
policy and against official reformist union 
policy too. The official unions (CC.OO. UGT) 
are the principle culpable of the crisis of the 
movement of workers and of the crisis of the 
class positions and conscience. 

Now. in the Spanish stale the capital is in a 
process of restructurization and reconversion, 
a process that is realized on a european level. 


Many* factories, important factories are destrov- 
ing many sectors and sections that aren't neces¬ 
sary to the perspectives of the capitalists and 
the State. Many state industries, like HUNOSA 
(mining). Ensidesa (metal). Ahv etc. etc: im¬ 
portant industries that employ many people 
and that during years and years were the onlv 
job for the working class of entire regions are 
sentenced to disappear. 

During the last months, workers of Ensidesa 
(Asturies). Acenor. Ahv (Euskadi) and work¬ 
ers of industries in Cartagena carried out many 
actions of protests, barricades, bridlings with 
the police, sometimes these brindlings were 
very hard and there were wounded (obviously, 
workers). The agriculture sector is in a grave 
crisis too. and the producers of many agricul¬ 
tural products arc in continuous mobilization, 
demonstrations and manifestations. This cri¬ 
sis reproduces a situation of precarious em¬ 
ployment and less wages, more hours of work, 
especially for the young people without a spe¬ 
cific qualification. The antisocial policy of the 
PSOE government makes this situation worse. 
In the Spanish stale you have to work for one 
year to obtain the social subsidy, but the major¬ 
ity of jobs for young people who have never 
worked before are for 3 months only, and some 
jobs are illegal and without contract. 

Repression 

On the other hand, the repressi^■e control of 
the state has to it all the fascist character of 
Orwell's novel ‘1984'. The Corcuera law (citi¬ 
zen “security'’ law) is a clear e.xample of this. 
The Corcuera law gives to the repressive corps 
of the state the most authority it has ever 



kno\vn (including the fascist dictatorship of 
Franco). They can detain you or come in you 
house without any accusation against you. 

This law was applicated during the General 
Strike in May. and is a continuation of the 
infamous '‘antiterrorist” law. 

Aimed struggle. 

Well, it is difficult and polemic to talk about 
this. At this moment the collectives and organi¬ 
zations that follow this strategy are dimin¬ 
ished of militants and support. 

ETA 

The organization with tlic most support and 
militants are ETA. it's armed struggle is some¬ 
times indiscriminate but the majority of the 
revolutionary and nationalist mo\cmcnl in 
Euskadi support it. During the Olympic Games 
ETA offered a truce of 2 months to initiate a 
process of dialogue and negotiation r\ith the 
State about leaving the armed struggle and to 
resolve the problems that arc planteated in 
Euskadi. But the state didn't accept this truce 
and ETA continued to fight in the armed way. 
Some days tigo ETA killed two ' Guardias 
ci\iies" (rcprcssi\e corps that is characterized 
by it's clearly fascist . ideology) in Oyarzun 
(Euskadi). thereby ending the truce. 

The collaboration of the French state with the 
Spanish state in the repression against ETA 
militants and basque refugees in France have 
hit hard upon the inner structure of ETA and 
on the support morement in Frcnch-Euskadi. 
In the last months many important and histori¬ 
cal leaders of ETA have been arrested and 
imprisoned in France (Pakito. Artapalo. Fiti. 
T.vclis etc. ). In the Spanish state there were 
many detentions of militants and collabora¬ 
tors and symphatizers of ETA during the last 
months too. m 


Euskadi is a conflict zone for the State and 
repression is constant. Each week there are 
manifestations, concentrations, bomb explo¬ 
sions (these actions are carried out by revolu¬ 
tionary nationalistic groups and militants that 
don't belong to ETA or other armed organiza¬ 
tions) against banks or against French estab¬ 
lishments in solidarity with the political pris¬ 
oners and the refugees in France. 

On the day that I am writing this letter there 
were riots in some cities in Euskadi. because it 
was the first anniversary of the killing of an 
ETA militant called “Turko" by the Ertzantza 
(Autonomous police in Euskadi). In April the 
basques political prisoners of Salto del Negro 
(a prison on the Canarian Islands) carried out 
a hungerstrike for respect for human rights in 
this prison. In May these prisoners started a 
thirst strike and in June they made a deal with 
the prison director. 

In April too the Basque prisoners in Ceuta 
prison realized a hunger strike during 39 days. 
The hungerstrike finished with an accord be¬ 
tween the prison director and the prisoners. 
During these hungerstrikes there were many 
sabotages, manifeslations. multitudinary mani¬ 
festations. hungerstrikes of nationalistic mili¬ 
tants etc. all in solidarity with the prisoners. 

Ticrra Lliure 

In Catalunya there is another armed organiza¬ 
tion called Ticrra Lliure. They are nationalistic 
and socialists. The majority of militants of 
Ticrra Lliure arc imprisoned and some of them 
have abandoned the armed struggle. In the 
time of preparation of the Olympic Games there 
were detained many nationalistic militants ac¬ 
cused of belonging to Tierra Lliure. They were 
tortured but they didn't belong to this armed 
organization. Now. practically Tierra Lliure 
doesn't exist anymore in the practice. 



GRAPO 


About the GRAPO. they are in a process of 
reorganization. The situation of the GRAPO 
and PCE(r) prisoners is terrible. They are in 
isolation and inconiinunication. they ha\e \ery 
little support because their strategy in the 
revolutionary way is very dogmatic. But they 
are very revolutionary and in the prison they 
don't accept any individual releases, except for 
the sick prisoners. There are some GRAPO 
militants imprisoned that are very sick be¬ 
cause of the hungerslrike of 2 years ago. The 
government doesn't let these prisoners go be¬ 
cause they are revolutionary prisoners that 
didn't leave the armed struggle strategy. 

The last armed action of the GRAPO was two 
months ago near to Barcelona, it was a sabo¬ 
tage against an electricity plant. 

It is important for the development of the 
support to the prisoners that all the collec¬ 
tives. groups and organisations take conscience 
of this situation and make this struggle, the 
struggle for the liberty of (he prisoners, as one 
more part of the revolutionary struggle. 

Anarchist prisoners 

There are two anarchists prisoners in the Span¬ 
ish Stale. One is Pablo Serrano, imprisoned 
since 1984. He is a worker militant that e.x- 
ccuted a member of the patronal in Zaragoza. 
He is accused of an attempted bomb attack 
against the patronal house in Zaragoza loo. He 
is active in the prison struggles and the govern¬ 
ment and prison direction doesn t gi\e him a 
permission to go out of prison. e\en though he 
has the right to get it by the legal system of 
prison policy. 

The anarchosindicalist organisation CNT-AIT 
and many libertarian and autonomous collec¬ 
tives are realizing a solidarity campaign with 
Pablo. 

The other anarchist prisoner is Andres Torrijos 
and his situation is similar to Pablo's. He is 
imprisoned since 1982 and the prison director 
doesn't give him the permission to go out. He is 
accused of a riot in the Huesca prison and for 
this he is refused the permission. He carries on 
a dynamic struggle in prison, like nobody else. 
The first lime that he was in prison was in 1968 
when he was only 15 years old. He has a sen¬ 
tence of .50 years. 

The 29lh of May there were many concentra¬ 
tions in front of Spanish embassies in several 
European cities in solidarity with Pablo and 
the anarchist prisoners in the Spanish slate. 


If voti want contact with Pablo you can write 
to: 

Pablo Serrano. AVDA/AMERICA 80. 

50007 Zaragoza 
Spain. 

If vou want contact with Andres write to; 
Andres Torrijos Arles 
Apdo de Correos. 

500 (Brians) 

MARTORELL (BARCELONA) 

SPAIN 

For more information about the liberation na¬ 
tional movement of the Basque county write 
to; 

EUSKADl INFORMACION 
APDO 1005 

DONOSTIA (GIPUZKOA) 

(SPAIN) 

For more information about the prisoners of 
GRAPO and PCE(r) write to: 

ACPG 

Apartado de correos no. 5244 

VIGO. GALIZA 

SPAIN 

REVOLUTION NOW!! 
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JUAN MANUEL PEREZ HERNANDEZ 

IN PRISON FOR 14 YEARS 



Se/lalodo con un circulo, Juan Manuel Ph'ez Hernandez, junto con otros militantes de 
los GRAPO durante su reclusion en la Prision de Almerfa hace 4 afios. 


For reasons of isolation in prison and 
separation from his comrades and as a 
result of the long himgerstrike he had 
hold out together with his comrades 
more than one and a half year JUAN 
MANUEL, according to the doctors 
examinations, is suffering from the 
following symptoms: 

*An irreversible proces of 
dementia senilis (so-called senile mental 
deficiency) which is resulting in 
complete self-isolation. He is spe^^ng 
to nobody, is spending days lying in 
bed, isn’t getting up. 

*He is suffering from suddenly 
appearing, alternating phases of eu¬ 
phoria, depressiveness and agressive- 
ness. He seems absentminded and is 
showing auto-destructive tendencies, 
dangering his life at any time. 

* As a result of his isolation in the 
prison ward of Meco Prison the 
worsening of his condition is pre¬ 
determinated. One morning at 8 o’clock 
the warders found him in the bath tub, 
where he had stayed the whole night. 


40 YEARS OLD TELECOMMUNICATION ENGINEER 
MARRIED, ONE DAUGHTER 
COMMUNIST MILITANT 
SENTENCED TO 30 YEARS IN PRISON 
FOR HIS MILITANCY AS A MEMBER OF GRAPO 
IMPRISONED SINCE OCTOBER 1979 
THIS IS PSOE’s “SOLUTION” 

IN FACE OF THE RESISTANCE AND THE 
EXAMPLARYNESS OF THE POLITICAL PRISONERS: 

HIS ANNIHILATION! 

HE HAS TO BE RELEASED! 
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FREEDOM FOR JUAN MANUEL PEREZ HERNANDEZ 

(POLITICAL PRISONER OF GRAPO) 


The political prisoners of PCE (r) and 
GRAPO have ended their 435 deays 
long hunger-strike for more than one 
year. With this struggle they wanted to 
gain re-regroupement and have risked 
their life in this struggle. 

Jose Sevilliano (Sevi) died in the sixth 
month of this hxmgerstrike. The other 
political prisoners haven’t lost their 
lives but PSOE’s (governing ‘socialist’ 
party) attempt to murder their political 
identity - to treat them bound to their 
beds with forced feeding for so long 
time - has left irreversible physical 
and psychical damages to nearly all of 
them. This fact was pointed out by doc¬ 
tors, acknowledged human rights repre¬ 
sentatives who have visited the prison¬ 
ers, the Red Cross and other organiza¬ 
tions as a result of the himgerstrike. 
PSOE doesn’t mind because that’s 
exactly what they want to reach: To 
spare the prisoners life and to be 
absolutely shure that serious damages, 
as a possibility to force them to 
retirement by any chance, will remain. 
But on the other hand the political 
prisoners have been completely aware 
ofthe hunger-strikes consequences: Of 
possible health damages they are now 
suffering from as well as of the 
possibility to die. 

Today it has become obvious which 
sacrifices it takes to live in PSOE’s 
prisons: Many are in wheel-chairs, 
others have to observe a strict diet 
because their stomaches cannot take 
normal diet, others are suffering from 
severe muscle pains or have lost the 
feeling for articulation etc.. 
Nevertheless PSOE’s sum doesn’t woric 
out. The news we got from the prisons 
since the end of the hunger-strike are 
marked by an attitude of resistance, of 
struggle for a better future without any 
individual self-interest. 


This is valid by one exception: Juan 
Manuel Perez Hernandez, political 
prisoner of GRAPO. During the 
hunger-strike he had several cardial 
arrests and several brain cells have 
died, so that tody he is suffering from 
irreversible dementia (so-called senile 
mental deficiency). According to 
Balmon, an other political prisoner of 
PCE (r), Juan has extremely severe 
pains and troubles. Balm6n wrote us a 
letter in which he urged us strongly to 
do something for his release: 

‘7 have been with Juan Manuel in the 
hospital ward and talked to the doctor 
in attendence. He told me that Juan 
Manuel had spended the night in the 
bath tub *till he had been found there 
during the morning control at 8 o' 
clockJuan Manuel told me he is o.k 
but.. 

The doctor confirmed what I was told 
before by the prisoners living together 
with Juan Manuel He is sufferingfrom 
irreversible dementia, Thefactsiknow 
are his obsession with bath, his self- 
isolation (he talks to no-one and spends 
days in bed), he is writing no letters 
andwhen the doctor asks him he doesn't 
get up. The doctor says Juan Manuel 
have no physical troubles hindering 
him to get up and have suddenly 
appearing alternating phases of 
euphoria, depresivenessandagressive- 
ness. I was shocked seeing him lying in 
bed seeming absolutely absent-minded, 
without any aura.,,The doctors say 
every morning they fear to find him 
suffocated. In hospital they are doing 
their utmost although they cannot do 
anything. Here in Meco he isn't 
transfered to normal execution because 
he isn't able to life a ''normal life " and 
at the hospital ward he is alone, 
absolutely self-secluded, without any 
diversion and he expresses no whishes. 


I fear he starts to get mad and his 
insanity will worsen. I'm completely 
shattered of my impression of him, 
HEA VEN AND EARTH HA VE TO BE 
MOVED FOR HIS RELEASE. SOLI¬ 
DARITY AND HUMANITY IS A DUTY! 
As long as his condition isn't worsening 
he is still able to live a life in minimal 
dignity in his daughters and hisfamiliys 
safety; but if he has to stay in prison 
fiirtheron he will lose consciousness. 
With all the pain, in this superhuman 
struggle they have destroyed something 
very important of this man.. What 
helpnessless, what pain in soul In face 
of him I couldn 't cry because he is still 
serving his sentence. One have to do 
something before they have destroyed 
him completely. This is my opinion, 
this is my conviction and it is urgent." 
We can’t allow them to destroy Juan 
Manuel. We have to move, we have to 
bring this facts to the public eye, we 
have to send cables and postcards to 
the minister of justice and demand Juan 
Manuels immidiate release. WE HAVE 
TO CONCENTRATE ALL OUR 
EFFORTS ON SNATCHING JUAN 
MANUEL FROM THE JAWS OF 
THE FASCIST BEAST. 

SOLIDARITY AND 
HUMANITY IS OUR 
DUTY!!! 

AFAPP 

Adress for demanding JUAN 
MANUEL PEREZ HERNANDEZ 
RELEASE by sending cables and 
postcards; 

SR. MINISTRO DE JUSTICIA 
C/ SAN BERNADO, 45 
28015 MADRID 
SPAIN 
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GERMANY 



Declaration of the Red Army Fraction 
on the bombing of a HighTech-Prison 


Nothing has changed about our need and 
desire to make the break in our history 
which we have made. We are aiming for a 
process in which social counter-power from 
below can be developed and out of that a 
new concept of the revolutionary process 
of radical change. A discussion is needed 
about this, in which the most different 
people meet and build a new basis and 
common criteria for this process. It’s about 
building a social counter-power that can 
make a significant contribution in a new 
international fight for die overthrow of the 
destructive capitalist conditions. 

It’s a matter of fully grasping the changed 
international and inner-social reality and to 
sort out “the whole bag of term-rubbish 
(of the left)...” Only by a deep analysis and 
discussion will it be possible to get an idea 
of how the conditions can be changed 
revolutionarily. And only from that process 
can the questions about the means of struggle 
and the concrete forms of organization be 
answered. 

To us that process still has the highest 
priority. The necessity can be felt in every 
moment you look at the rapid destructive 
development of the capitalist system. This 


system has produced the marginalization, 
the material and social misery and the deaths 
of millions of people in the so-called third 
world. Today the development of the pro¬ 
gressive fundamental crisis of this system 
has reached a point where the destruction of 
the material basis of life in the metropoles 
[= northern capitalist countries, trans.] can 
no longer be suppressed. Social andmaterial 
misery here has also become reality to 
more and more people. And many feel that 
the only perspective for themselves in this 
system is hopelessness. In this situation the 
lack of a socially meaningful alternative as 
a social power has catastrophic effects. 
While the state promotes and stirs up the 
spreading out and escalation of the fascist 
and racist mobilization of the society by it’s 
calculated malicious campaign against 
refiigees and for example, succeeded in 
canalizing most of the contradictions 
breaking open in a reactionary direction, on 
our side the situation is still marked by 
isolation and desorganisation. 

Last August (1992) we wrote a text in which 
we reflected our history and at the same 
time traced criteria and thoughts for the 


future; thoughts that developed from our 
analysis over the last few years. These 
thoughts to us are starting points in the 
discussion we want to have. Of course new 
questions and thoughts came along. 
Although we didn’t get much response to 
our paper it is our desire to develop this 
discussion further and to make it more 
precise. 

Parts of the women movement criticized us 
for having gone little into discussions that 
were very important to parts of them, like 
the discussion on racism. Also because 
things started to happen very fast; e.g, like 
in Rostock , it became urgent to us to 
discuss this more precisely. 

Although we still consider the aggravation 
of living conditions and the spreading lack 
of perspective as well as the failure of the 
left as a real force as one reason for the run 
on the fascists, on the other hand, it’s also 
clear that the reason must be rooted deeper 
as to why here in the metropole, in the new 
Greater Germany, the discontentment is 
taken out on the refugees to such an extent. 
Everyone has to think about that very 
carefully like a Mocambiquanian said: bad 
home people also are poor but they still do 
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not beat their neighbour. 

So the debate on racism will surely be an 
important part in the buildingup of a counter¬ 
power from below - and it can’t be discussed 
only in the ghetto (= radical left resistance) 
and not by dissociating from others, but has 
to be question to own consciousness, how 
everyone want’s to be and which social 
development man/woman wants. 

In it’s book “history, racism and the boat” the 
autonomous l.u.p.u.s. - group criticizes the 
fact that there have been made mistakes in 
thepast like this: “Today it seems very natural 
and well-practised to discuss racism, the 
‘specific German’ or the German uniqueness 
but during the last 20 years it was as natural 
to the revolutionary left to ignore it... What 
went impossible in the left discussion on 
patriarchy seemed to be conspicuously easy 
in the matter of being German: we haven’t 
got nothing to do with that” 

Today chances are big to do many things 
different and to find out new approaches and 
ideas: the question to build up a counter¬ 
power from below is not exclusively for the 
white German left but is also a question how 
people who live here can organize together. 
And the population comprises people of the 
most differing nationalities and skin colours. 
“The dialogue with black women doesn’t 
have to take place in foreign countries but is/ 
could be possible in a much easier and more 
intense way with women living in FRG. The 
history of female migrants and their 
knowledge from the countries they come 
from is as important to understand interna¬ 
tional coimections as their political opinions 
and experiences with racism and the other 
sexism they face here, to imderstand FRG- 
society...” (from : ‘basta’ - women against 
colonialism). 

“...it was the ‘ 68 - movement that made the 
left, it’s values, culture and continuity vivid 
and legitimate in West-Germany again - a 
left that after the Jewish people had been 
persued and eradicated most cruely by 
fascism. And when fascism today gets strong 
again then it extends in the political-cultural 
vacuum that this left has left behind during 
it’s retreat from responsibility for the whole 
society and for setting up values and outlooks” 
(Lutz Taufer, prisoner of the RAF) 

It’s an assignment of the left to put up and live 
new values in it’s practice, otherwise in 
society only that will burst out what 500 
years of colonialism caused to the 
consciousness of metropolitan population: 
racist ideology. Since 500 years white 
masters-race consciousness has been a 
condition for the colonialist and imperialist 
exploitation of peoples in the so-called third 
world. Out of this history it exists in the 
minds of the white metropole population and 
.in times of crisis gets openly mobilized by 
state and capital. 

Racism means categorizing people in 
“different” and “more-” or “less” valuable. 


In that way always those are .categorized 
who are no longer needed in capitalist 
production process or are to be exploited 
even harder. 

The destruction of social relations among 
people is the precondition of racism. This 
destruction means that on the base of 
capitalist system, 24-hours-daily life of 
efficiency and competition people got 
robbed own criterias and got them replaced 
by values functional to the capitalist system 
- most efficiently in the metropoles. This 
turns out for instance in the relation towards 
work andperformance as values that define 
the worth of a person: without work you 
are nothing...to most people it’s got 
normality spending the whole life in a 
completely predetermined rhythm and 
under stress in which there is no space for 
creativity and living joy. 

It turns out in the fact that in this system all 
things become merchandise. The relation 
towards the attitude to our body too, 
whereby women are forced at most to 
display their body as merchandise, which 
is consumed by men or just refused... 

The precondition of capitalist system’s 
ruling over people has always been to put 
thousands of divisions among people with 
these kinds of criterias: the division into 
worthy or inferiour people; into efficient 
and “workshy”; into black and white; into 
men and women; old and young; sick, 
weak, handicapped and strong, healthy; 
into clever and “stupid”. 

This process of destruction today has 
reached a dimension in which society is 
changing into a state of inner lashing out. 
Racist consciousness as well as the 
destructive process within society in 
general only can be abolished or reversed 
in struggles which create social 
relationships and values and translate them 
into action. A perspective of revolutionary 
development only will be imaginable again 
in such processes. 

Either the left - and with this term we mean 
all who look for ways how to push through 
life in human dignity here and all over the 
world - succeeds in creating a new 
departure which has it’ s effects into 
society, or the “departure” stays at the 
right, fascist side. 

Either a grass-roots movement from below 
is developed by our side which is 
determined by solidarity and justness, by 
fighting social coldness, perspective- 
lessness and poverty, or exploding 
contradictions will remain destructive 
furtheron and violence will escalate one 
against another. 

There are left people who do not want to 
think about those questions for social 
development as we and others have asked 
for because it’s said to be reformist. Such 
fictitious discussions about revolutiounary 
/ reformist don’t have any use concerning 


new determination of revolutionary politics; 
and also nobody will find answers to today 
existing questions by confirming each other 
that revolution has to be international and 
it’ sbanal - ithas no use for anyone, not even 
for peoples in the South of the East. 

The actual questions are more far-reaching, 
namely how a social counter-power can be 
build up which is actually able to participate 
as a relevant force in international 
discussions and struggles, out of experiences 
and progresses made by its own. In this 
sense the reproach that we weren’t looking 
for a new determination in an international 
context any longer, as regards content is 
just as superficial as absurd. 

It is an old way of approaching of the 
German left to pounce on other people’s 
efforts to look how it’s possible to tear it up 
(or if it’ sbetter to subscribe to it). The 
positive thing of the old rubbish’s booming 
in the discussions within the radical Left 
since lO-Aprillastyear-suchas competitive 
and delimited way of thinking or holding 
tensely the old ways of approaching - is that 
now, when it’s so openly existing, it can be 
outgrown finally. 

The precondition for new determinating of 
revolutionary politics is the gathering, 
organizing and acting of people who really 
want to know something from each other 
and want to permit and to develope new 
ideas. 

Since we took back the escalation from our 
side one year ago, the state partly has even 
sharpened the persecution of progressive 
people being political opponents to this 
system: attempts to break isolation by 
fighting for space to build up another 
development still are massacred. 
Outstanding example was the attempt to 
stop the congress against the world 
economic summit in Munich from the start 
to make impossible an international 
discussion as well as the encirclement of 
the demonstration. 

Antifascist organization is criminalized and 
antifascist demonstrations as in Mannheim 
in summer last year are beaten up. Of course 
there is a context between massacring of 
self-determined attempts, persecution and 
imprisonment of antifascist and growing 
fascist mobilization. 

The ruling know that all measures to which 
they are forced due to the crisis will sharpen 
inner contradictions -dismantling of social 
welfare system, increasing need ofhousing, 
increasing unimployment, steel crisis, crisis 
of car manufacturing - Reuter, Daimler 
Benz chief, assumes a 30 to 50 years long 
crisis according to “Spiegel” [a German 
weekly review, trans.] - all that is to be 
passed on the population. At the same time 
the state has to manage a somehow natured 
mobilization for Greater Germany. For 
instance there have been covered military 
deployments of German armed forces again 
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and again - like in the war against Iraq and 
the Kurdish people - but in perspective the 
Greater German state is keen on another 
dimension and on a bigger acceptance of 
Germany as military power also here in the 
interior. 

Then there is hardly left something else 
thanaracist, white mobilizationof'German 
citizens’" in one boat what could be able to 
hold together this society in the ruling 
capitalist interest. 

As they so pass racist foreigner and asylum 
laws on the one hand and have pushed 
refugees onto “the problem of Germany” 
very well aimed people’s minds, and in that 

wayjusthavecausedfascistmobilizationto 

this extent, on the other hand they become 
patron of demonstrations against ‘hostility 
to strangers’ as in Berfin end of last year at 
the same time. By that way also the 
indignation of people at the fascist thugs 
and killers shall be canalized and 
functionalized for this state. It has been 
rushed through the medias for weeks: 
violence was at stake, violence from left 
side as from the right side, to prevent 
developing a movement of international 
solidarity of oppressed people against the 
ruling and their fascist thugs. At the same 
time when foreign, handicapped and 
homeless people are attacked daily and only 
in 1992 seventeenpeopledied by that. Kohl 
[=the chancelor, trans.] stood there and 
talked about extremism of the left and the 
right which has to be fought. 

The rulings’jubilation about socialist states- 
system break-down and about the “great 
victory” of capitalist system has stopped for 
a while - This development has turned 
capitalist system in its deepest crisis. They 
have no answer to this crisis - but this 
doesn’t mean that nevertheless they wouldn’ 
t try to regulate the situation by inhuman 
plans and measures wherever they still are 
able to. 

It seems the only thing they are shure about 
is to fight the left. Everyone shall be 
massacred who’s aim is an antifascist and 
antiracist mobilization from below and who 
is against the ruling interests. They want to 
prevent all starting-points where people 
organize themselves for solving the 
problems in solidarity and from below. 
Above that the state is leading a campaign 
of revenge against the old communists and 
antifascists. This has turned out examplary 
in the trial and the imprisonment of Gerhard 
Bdgelein, till they had to set him free short 
time before his death. 

Every experiences of resistance developed 
in this century shall be eradicated. And 
exactly this attitude is appearing in the 
state’s handling towards our imprisoned 
comrades too. 

We have often been criticized of having 
connected in the declaration of last years 


april our decision for a break with the 
situation of the prisoners or rather with the 
state’s annihilation attitude in general. 
However we have always explained this 
ceasure in our history by the necessity to 
develope new fundaments and have said 
that this necessity is existing independent 
of the state’s acting. But right from the 
beginning we have been aware of if we 
take away pressure from our side, it’s 
uncertain how the state will react Thats 
why by our threat we have kept open the 
possibility to intervene where it is necessary 
to lay down limits for state’s extermination 
attitude. In august ’92 we wrote: 

“We’ll determine the armed intervention 
as a moment of restrain then and not as 
further strategy. So we’ 11 not simply return 
to former status quo. An escalation like 
that is notin our interst But the state has to 
know that on our side there are the means, 
the experience and the determination to 
call them to responsibility, if the state 
doesn’t permit any other possibility.” 

It’s nonsense to say that by this we would 
have depended ourselves respectively the 
development of re volutionary policy to the 
situation of the prisoners. But it’s also a 
fact that our step e.g. has effects on how the 
state is handeling the question of the 
political prisoners’ freedom. It’ s a 
contradictory situation. We have to handle 
with it and be able to act in it Finally we 
don’t live in a vacuum. 

After we had taken away pressure by our 
side the state has decided another time on 
escalation concerning the prisoners.The 
judgement against Christian Klar and the 
new trial flood in general are to cement the 
sentence for life for many; The decision 
not to set free Bemd Rosner completely; 
With the refusal reasons of prisoners’ 
release applications state security court 
has come to the point of trying to force 
prisoners psychological examinations. In 
that way they are supposed to admit their 
struggle, their departure as well as their 
system opposition being madness. 

The prisoners shouldn’t become re¬ 
grouped, otherwise they might intervene 
in discussions and social processes. And 
even less they shall be free. They still shall 
be annihilated and their experiences of 
struggles shall be kept away from others. 
It’s absolutely clear that apolitical decision 
of the state is required to get from 
annihilation attitude against the prisoners 
to a political handling towards the prisoners 
question. But the political level has passed 
on this question to the state’s security 
courts, which even less will take a decision 
politics isn’t willing to take. 

Of course there are thousand unsolved 
questions and a discussion in solidarity has 
hardly started. A discussion wherein it is 
possibleto learn togetherofthe experiences 
made in last 25 years’ struggles, to take 


conclusions for the future and to develope 
common criterias for new ideas for Ae 
radical change process. But there are 
principles and self-evidences not to have be 
called into question, we just take as our 
basis: E.g. the relation towards our 
imprisoned comrades and the fact that the 
state has been torturing political prisoners 
in conditions of isolation for 22 years; We 
are struggling for the freedom of these 
prisoners. 

We won’t say: Now we are looking for a 
new strategy and what will happen to them 
in the meantime doesn’t fit into our concept 
now. We cannot look at a new beginning, 
the development of new ideas regardless 
from the question ofhow to win the freedom 
of the prisoners being arrested in these 22 
years of struggle. They havebeen inisolation 
/ small group isolation for 22,18... years. It’ 
s no question: They have to be free now! 
In our view the question if the freedom of all 
political prisoners can be pushed through 
by a common effort of all left-wing and 
progressive people has also importance 
considering our capability to really be able 
of building up a strong and self- confident 
force which is counter-power to the 
dominating conditions in this phase. Who 
is helplessly or with shrugged shoulders 
accepting that the prisoners are being 
continuously subjected to this torture 
because he/she thinks that compared to 
them, our side is to weak, how could he/she 
believe in our ability to build up a force that 
will radically change the conditions? 

We have blown up the prison in Weiterstadt 
with our commando Katharina Hammer- 
schmidt and thereby have prevented the 
imprisonment of people there. With this 
action we want to contribute to the political 
pressure that is able to break the harsh 
attitude against our prisoners and to force 
back the state at this point. But to push 
through their freedom the most different 
and diverse initiatives of many are necessary. 
Last year we had tried to keep political 
pressure at that point from our side despite 
the break, by the threat. But the possible 
effect and limit has been unfortunately 
dismantled systematically especially by 
radical left comrades. 

By our action we have created this pressure 
again and made the threat topical. We think 
it is possible to make a use of it. 

“We demand the closing of the prison 
Weiterstadt. Weiterstadt is designed as 
deportation prison and build on 
contaminated area...” (out of a discussion 
paper from prisoners in Stuttgart- 
Stammheim, Sept. 1991) 

Weiterstadt prison is exemplary for the 
states attitude to handle with the 
contradictions breaking,out and worsening: 
Against more and more people prison, 
prison, prison. As deportation prison it is 
exemplary for the states racist refugee- 
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policy. 

In its technological perfection of isolation 
and differentiation of imprisoned people it 
is model for Europe, 

Besides Berlin-Pldtzensee Weiterstadt was 
the second completely new designed High- 
Security prison in FRG. Weiterstadt with 
its hi^-security section for women is 
presented by terms like 
“Wohngruppenvollzug” [penal system with 
small groups of prisoners ‘living’ together 
in one section, trans,] as “most humane 
prison” in FRG. But behind this terms 
however a scientifically further developed 
concept for isolation, differentiation and 
complete controll of the prisoners is 
concealed. It is the principle of rewarding 
and pimishment in high-tech manner that 
shall force the prisoners to disciplination 
and subjugation and shall achieve the 
“assistance” in breaking themselves in the 
end. 

The electronic observation system has surely 
been the most expensive and perfect one in 
whole Europe. Every e3q)ression and move 
of the prisoners should be controlled and 
used for evaluations for the psychological 
programs. To destroy every striring of 
solidarity, friendship and self-determined 
organizing. 

“Before the prisoners are distributed on the 
several Wohngruppen they are passing the 
admission section. There a staff of 
psychatrists will investigate the prisoners 
in relation to their conformity willingness 
and will to resist. Depending on the results 
the distribution of the prisoners between 
the several Wohngruppen is determined. 
The Wohngruppen are graded hierar¬ 
chically. Beginning from uncompromising 
and uncooperative ones up to conformist 
prisoners. The aim: A prisoners’ “career” 
by rising from the lowest (= most 
xmcompromisng) to the highest (=most 
conformist) Wohngruppe.” (taken from: 
Infopaper of ‘Bunte Hilfe’, Darmstadt) 
One of the women from Plotze [Prison in 
Berlin-Plotzensee, trans.] who have 
struggled for abolishment of “Wohn- 
gruppenvollzug” with a hungerstrike, wrote 
about it: “The situation is charactarized by 
a level of control and repression tliat is 
hardly imaginable in its totality. Plotze is 
architectonically and personnelly designed 
in a way that a contact among women even 
cannot take place or is noted in every detail. 
The women are packed in isolated 
compulsory groups. They are choosed 
according to dieir will to adjust and how 
they get each other down best. The sound- 
isolated cells have an intercom that allows 
an acustic control at any time. The section- 
corridors are filled with cameras and the 
group-room where the prisoners meet each 
other during their spare-time is glazed. In 
short - the perfect control of every expression 
of life...” 


Judiciary wanted to attune prisoners of other 
prisons to their transfer to Weiterstadt by 
the lie of the “most humane prison”. They 
ignored the many demands of the prisoners 
in Frankfurt-Preungesheim for years 
refering to the possibility ofbeing transfered 
to Weiterstadt in 1993. But what has the 
demand for taking-off the brutal concret 
view blinds to do with Weiterstadt? Not¬ 
hing. Not even the claim Weiterstadt will 
change the situation of overcrowding in 
Preungesheim is in accordance to reality. 
(Overcrowding has been included in the 
plans for Weiterstadt ‘right from the 
beginning) This claim has the propagandistic 
aim to hush up the fact that they are building 
more and more prisons (Preungesheim 
shouldn’t be closed down but builded up 
again), make more detention rooms and 
arrest more and more people. This is their 
respond on the social development 
The building of prisons is no solution for 
the prisoners (in Preungesheim). Their 
demands have to be fulfilled - Prisons have 
to be pulled down. 

FREEDOM FOR ALL POLITICAL 
PRISONERS! 

RELEASE OF ALL HIV-INFECTED 
PRISONERS ! 

RELEASE OF ALL REFUGEES IN 
REMAND DEPENDING DEPORTAT¬ 
ION! 

CLOSURE OF ALL ISOLATION 
SECTIONS ! 

WE GREET EVERYONE FIGHTING IN 
PRISON FORTHEIRHUMAN DIGNITY 

IN PREUNGESHEIM, SANTA FU, 
PLOTZENSEE, RHEINB ACH, STAMM- 
HEIM, STRAUBING,... 

[prisons in FRG where have been riots 
during the last years, Clash,] 


SOLroARITYWITHTHE INTERNATIO¬ 
NAL PRISONERS’ STRUGGLES ! 

THE ROAD TO LIBERATION GOES 
THROUGH THE SOCIAL APPRO¬ 
PRIATION PROCESS BECOMING A 
PART IN A NEW INTERNATIONAL 
STRUGGLE FOR RADICAL CHANGE! 

FIGHT RACISM OF STATE AND 
NAZIS! 

REVERSE RACIST CONSCIOUSNESS 
IN SOCIETY IN THE STRUGGLE FOR 
SOCIAL RELATIONS AMONGPEOPLE 
- FOR THIS WE NEED A GRASS¬ 
ROOTS-MOVEMENT FROM BELOW, 
DETERMINED BY SOLIDARITY AND 
JUSTNESS, BY THE STRUGGLE 
AGAINST COLDNESS IN SOCIAL 
RELATIONS, PERSPECnVELESSNESS 
AND POVERTY 1 

FORA SOCIETY WITHOUT PRISONS! 


COMMANDO KATHARINA HAM- 
MERSCHMIDT 

ROTE ARMEE FRAKTION 

30.3.93 

p.s.: Of course the claim is a lie that we had 
saved the guards’ and the minor judicial 
types’ lives because of “present tactical” 
reasons or that they owe their lives especially 
to Kinkel [former minister of justice, now 
minister of foreign affairs, trans.]. 

RAF isn’t interested in injuring or killing 
those people. This lie aims on the same 
thing as the fact that the warning signs we 
have spaciously blocked the area ‘roimd the 
prisons with, are gone by the board by B A W 
[German Federal Bar] - Otherwise they 
love to issue every hairpin for search. 
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To all revolutionary, progressive and antifascist organizations, 
groups and individuals. 

Wiesbaden, Germany, Febrnari 7, 1993 


We area group, w hich came togcllier to 
participate in tlie‘"500 yearsofcolonial¬ 
ism - 50()years ofresistance' ‘ campaign 
and mobili/.eagainsl the World Economic 
SiimmitinMunichin July 1992. Allliough 
themnincmphasisorourpolilicalworkis 
of an international nature, we see our 
work as being intrinsically linkedto the 
Si niggles and developments in our own 
countiy-. It is in this light, that wesee the 
linkbctwccnourpoliticsandaskingyoulo 
support Ihe demand for our comrade's 
freedom. We are acti\ists from the re\ olu- 
tionaiy resistance in Germany. For some 
timcwelunchadlhcaimoforganizingan 
inteniationalc.xchangeaboul the world¬ 
wide struggles on an equal footing. We 
think lhat the liberation movcmenls and 
the revolulionaiy left stniggleshave nm 
into barriers all over the world. These 
international barriers arc erected by the 
e.xistingglobal |X)wcr relations. Tllisis\^ hy 
n e see an i nlcrnational discussion and an 
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Dear comrades and friends 


We rite today askingfor > our supix)rt in 
tlic follow ing matter: 

On Januaiy6.1993 Giuitlier. an antifascist 
from Wiesbaden w as stopped at a pol ice 
road-block and arrested. He is accused of 
disturbing thepeace. serious assault and 
damaging property. The follow ing had 
happened earlier: 

Ataboutl9:30afascistmeetingin Mainz, 
a neighboring town, was attacked. Two of 
the nazis' cars w ere demol ishedand sev¬ 
eral nazis injured. The nazis w ere mem¬ 
bers ofthe so-called''Genuan Allerni\ e'' 
(Dcutschcn A1 temat i\ e). Wliilc the pol ice 
toleratedthismeetingofaprohibilednazi 
organization, they erected road blocks 
a round Ma inz and the siinoundi ng a rca 
hours later to search for antifascists. At 
23:00 Gunther dro\'e into such a road¬ 
block and was immediately arrested. His 
clothcsand car w ere confiscated. The nc.\t 
day. the iiwestigatingjudgeordered his 
continued imprisonment without dim\ing 
any direct link betw een the arrest and the 
accused crimes. The solejustification was 
coinedinlegalislicterminology arguing 
thattheaccused might ninawayortamper 
with the e^•idence. 


e.xchange about on r conditions of strug¬ 
gle. our possibilities, political dc\ elop- 
ments a nd ]xrspect i^'es as a way of lea m- 
ing from each other and supporti ng each 
other in solidarity. 

We got to know some of you in the past 
>ear$. forc.xampleat the Altcrnati^c Con¬ 
gress to the G-7 Economic Summit in 
Munich last year. This w asan important 
e\ cnl for us. because it w as the fi rst time 
that so ma ny comrades from other coun¬ 
tries had come together with so many of us 
from the resistanccand mo\'emcnts here. 
We w ere unable to attain all the political 
goals, which we had set oursehes in 
Munich. Howc\er. lhcc.xperienccssharcd 
there brought us closer together. The 
speakers from abroad were able to take 
home tangiblcc.xpcriences ofboth repres- 
sionand resistancein Germany. We were 
able to cariy out tw o mass demonstrations 
despite permanent attacks by the police 
and special forces. Thiscxpcrience. our 
discussions and joint meetings gave us 
pow er for I he future. 

Since Munich, the politicalsituationin 
Germany has further escalated. As you 
have perhaps been able to follow, the 
racist attackson refugees, appliomts for 
as> him. foreign workers and antifascists 
htwe increased drastically. On Januan'22. 
1993 Kerst i n W i nter. a n an ti fa scist from 
Freiburgw as murdered b>’a parcel bomb. 
The majorih of the German populace has 
not taken a stand at all - moreover, their 
acti\ e or Incite assent has prepared the 


ground for the fascists. Meanw hile how - 
c\ cr. there is a rclath eh broad mobiliza¬ 
tion against racism, wliich expresses itself 
mainl\' in s\inbolicactions suchas candle¬ 
lit processionsand \'igils. but also in mass 
demonstrations. This mobilization is on 
one hand an expression of real humane 
concern, which of course we ^iewposi- 
ti\ cly. On theotherhand w e must also see 
tliis critically: 

Thebroad anti-racist mo^‘ement cloaks 
itself for the most part in the habit of a 
state-andcapital-supportingantifascism. 
The personal concern of the people is a 
first step to political action. How e\er. the 
nilcrs are exploiting this concern and 
tw isting it round to legitimize and force 
through their racist policies. We w ant to 
gi\ e you an e.xample of what we mean: 
The largest demonstration to date took 
place at the beginning ofNovember 1992 
in Berlin. This demonstration, wliich >'Ou 
ha^'e perhaps heard of. was led by politi- 
ciansfromtllc^*ariousmainstIeanlparties. 
The speakers at tliis demonstration were 
the same politicians, who only the day 
before had set a w a\'e of hatred and fascist 
xenophobia in motion by talking abouta 
state of emergency and a breakdow n in 
theas>1um question. They were tlieones. 
w ho stRick the match that resulted in 
burning refugee hostels and murdered 
people and w ho today are mutilating tlie 
constitutional ri glit to aS>lum laiddown in 
Article 16. Tlielnpocritical demo-show hi 
Berlhi w as meant to polish up tlie scratched 
iniageofGerniaiiy as a democratic slate, 
w Inch these politicians lo\ e to extol. An 







image that had been tarnished by the 
gro\\ingcriticismsanduneaseeNpresscd 
abroad about the racist pogroms and the 
strenglUeningofGennan nationalism. Tlie 
hnagepolishingA\asspoiUrorlhesedcmo- 
cratsin\vhiteshirts.bccausesc\ oral hun¬ 
dred people were not preparedto tolerate 
this hypocrisy and sabotaged their 
speeches. The picturcsofbaton-wielding 
Gennan police shown in the media spoke 
forthemsches. 

A rurtheraspect characterizing the anti¬ 
racist mass movement is tlicdi\ idc and 
ntle polic}'practiced by politiciansand 
media. As well as sootlting foreign opin¬ 
ion. thcrulersareseckingtointcgratc the 
peopleherewhoarestartingtoopposcthe 
rise offascism. The moreorlesss> nibolic 
forms of protest are organized b\ ma i nly 
statesupporting organizations, parties, 
churches, media, trade unions... and co¬ 
financed by bigbusiness. Mercedes-Benz, 
the arms and automobile conglomerate, 
or the media Finn that produces one of the 
biggest German gutter-press papers 
(“Bild")arejust two examples. Tlie latter 
co-financedconccrtsagainst racist hatred. 
The rulers are tiying to steer this section 
oftheanti-racist/antifascist mo^emcnt 
and to bring it under their control. The 
stale has taken on the term “anti fascism” 
for its own purposes. Its reformist lackeys 
a re tiying to declare themseh es streakers 
for this controllable section of the mo\ e- 
ment. Meanw hile. the full force of the 
state's repressi\ e apparatus is being 
brought dow n on the uncontrollable sec¬ 
tion ofthc movement. By “uncontrolla- 
ble" section, w e mean Uiose people organ¬ 
ized in a nlifascist stniclures w lio arc pre- 
pa red to block and prex ent fascist actix i- 
tiesby direct meausasxxellasolherforms 
of resistance. The repressixe apparatus 
includesnotonlybaton-xxiclding police 
and ajudiciaiy. the majoritx ofwhich w as 
taken oxer from Nazi Germany, but alsoa 
massixemcdiapropagandacampaign.Tliis 
campaignslandersantifascist resistance 
as”lcft-xvingx iolence". placing iton the 
samelex elas fascism.xxhich it calls ” right- 
xvingxiolence” and sodc-poliliciz.c the 
moxcmenl. Thisslander iscxcmplificdby 
the xvay the media equates antifascists 
throw ingeggsat stale representalix cs on 
the Bcrlindcmonst ration (secaboxc) w ith 
the fascists murdering foreigners. 
Wcseelhissairrilouseqiuilionofxiolencc 
as a means of repression, of confusing 
people, spreadingfearand maskingcon- 


tradictions. A means not only of leaving 
the stale s monopoly on violence un- 
touched. but IIIt i mately ofstrengthening 
the sta te's con Irol ox er the people. Direct 
action against Nazi groups and fascist 
parlies requires as a first step the self- 

organization ofantirascisls.Tliestalcbrings 
its full xxcigthdoxvn on this organization, 
xxhich stands indirect confrontation to tlte 
e.xistingsxstcm. It isthecollcclixeactixity 
of the people, the collectixe axx areness of 
social antagonismsandday-to-day ntcisni 
Ihatxxcasthcprix iliged ‘firstwoild” lixe 
offthe backs of the people in the “third 
world", and thepractice that results from 
that axvarcncss. xx Inch form theexplosix e 
political force against the rulers, against 
thcxxorldofcapitalandagainst the racist 

ideologx'. 

Thcccnturicsold racist ideology, w hich 
resulted in the colonialization of entire 
continents, slaxerx. genocideand exploi¬ 
tation, determines the racist German real¬ 
ity today. Most people here do not exen 
notice that realitx'. Thisrcality expresses 
itscl f in the prices xx c pay for a pound of 
coffee. DM 7.- .a kiloofbananasDM 1.80 
ora tee-shirt forDM 5.-. 

Today, this rca li ty is drixing peop le from 
the countries of their birth, out of the 
producing countries, because they are 
robbcdoftheminimalconditionsfor exist¬ 
ence by ourconsumptions and the price 
diclalorshipofthcxvorld market. Tlieyare 

forced to seek refuge in the fortress of 
Western Europe, because life in their 
homecounlrics is no longcrpossibic. Tliis 
racist, capitalist reality creates the start¬ 
ing point for the fascist pogroms. The 
rulers use any means at their disposal to 
prop up this reality and to maintain the 
prix ilcgcsoflhc 'firstxxorld ". It isinthis 
context. Iltal it becomes understandable 
XX hx the state apparatus reacts so oppres- 
sixclx against organizcdantifascisls. Tliis 
is ihcconicxi inx\ Inch xxc sec Gunther s 


arrests. The arrest is meant to act as a 
deterrent, to shoxvus theconsequencesof 
organizing, oftakingdircctaction against 
fascists, ofbreakingthestate's monopoly 
on x iolence and therebx breaking out of 
thcircontrol. 

The flimsy justification and judicial 
ma noeuxering in such cases, xxhich suffice 
to keep Ihexictim in prison at least until 
his/lier trial (w Itich can take a long time), 
ate not nexv to us. The judician has alxx ays 
been ready to seneasa repressixe instni- 
ment to clamp down on rising mox ement 
and St niggles. This is anexperience that 
XX e from die autonomousand anti-imperi¬ 
alist resistance hax emade againand agai n. 

It is precisclx these e.xpcricnces. that lead 
us to fear Gimthercould remain in prison. 

We demand Gunther’s re¬ 
lease!!! 

We are not prepared to tol¬ 
erate in silence judicial pro¬ 
ceedings against him as a 
proxy for the entire 
antifascist movement!!!! 

Since eareownrelhat Gennanv is forced 
at this time to take into account foreign 
reactions in thei rcurrent policy -making. 
we ha^'e decided to ^\ rite to you. Wc are 
keeping in mind the protests at German 
embassiesandconsulates inse\eral Euro¬ 
pean countries and in North America, 
w hich look place on the antifascist day of 
action laslyear (No\ember9). Together 
\\ ith theacth iticsin Germany, those pro¬ 
tests put international pressure on the 
Gcnnango\cnimcnt. 

Wc ask you to send the attached letter 
demanding Gunther's release to the re- 
sjXDiisiblc M i nislcr for Justice in Rliineland- 
Pfal/,(lhc state iin\ hich Guntlier is i mpris- 
oned) and the German consulates and 
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embassies inyourcountries. Wcare hop¬ 
ing llial ihosc politically responsible for 
this case will thereby be put under more 
pressure and that this\\ ill faA orably afTccl 
Gunther's release. 

Please inform us ifyou send sucli peti¬ 
tions. solhat weean jiidgelhe reactions 
to our letter and possible results. This 
notification, as well as any letters or 
greetings you wish to send to Gunther 
himscl r. please send to the fol low i ng con¬ 
tact address: 

AG “500 Jalire Koloniaiisniiis und 
Widerstaiid” 

Infoladen 
Werderstr. 8 
6200 Wiesbaden 


Please spread our letter and the sample 
letter to the Minister of Justice to other 
groups and individuals in your region. 

' Please feel free (of course) to draft your 
ow n letters to German embassies, consu¬ 
lates or the M i ni stcr of Just ice.... 

We w ould also I ike to say to you for our 
own part, that we see our letter as a 
coni inuation ofc.\istingcontactsand prac¬ 
tical solidaril>. We w ouldbc\'eiy’happy, if 
you are interested in an e.xchange and 
discussion. Writebacktous. 

Greetings in solidarity 

Comrades from the “AG 500 Jahre 
Kolonialismusund Widerstand' ’ 


Gennany 

Tel: Germany/ 611 / 440664 
Fax: Germany/ 611 / 302083 or 
Germany/ 611 / 9490751 
(NB if you send a fax please write 
“AG 500 Jahre Koloniaiisniiis und 
Widerstand” at the top, so that the 
comrades pass it on to us.) 



J 11 $ tizin ill isteriu in Rliein la ii d- Pfalz 


z. Hd. Justizininister Caesar 
Emst-Liidwig-Str. 3 
6500 Mainz 


Gennany 

Fax: Germany / 6131 / 164887 


Arrest of an Antifascist from Wiesbaden in Mainz, Germany on 06.01.93 


To Mr. Caesar, Minister for Justice: 


I have/ we have heard that an antifascist from Wiesbaden has been arrestedand imprisoned in Mainz 
on January 6, 1993. 

I/We hereby demand that you release this antifascist immediately and thatyou halt all proceedings 
against antifascists. 

Name Address Signature 
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The antifascist and resistance fighter’ Gerhard Bdgelein is dead. 


”There are many ways to kilL..., '' (B. Brecht) 

Already in 1989, when Gerhard Bo^elein (67) was arrested and thrown into the jail in Hamburg, he w as very ill. 
\Vc arc certain that the tw o years in jail before the trial, the trial itself and the conviction to life-long imprisonment 
have shortened his life. 

The parole that could be achieved in dcccmber 1992 w as already long overdue. From our point of view , it w as only 
tolerated because it w as clear that he had only a small life-expectancy left. The verdict of life in prison should not 
be out in the open as that, w hich it meant for Gerhard Bogclein: ”a death-sentence’’. 

To remind you: 

Gerhard Bogclein had come into conflict w ith the Nazi-military justice for the first time w hen he w as 19, in 1943. 
He had refused to take part in the killing of a group of ci^ ilians, amongst w horn there w ere also jew ish w omen and 
men. 

In 1944, he succeeded in deserting from the german army, and until the end of the w ar he fought on the side of the 
sovjct Red Army. 

After 1945, because of his command of languages, he w as amongst other tasks responsible for taking up fascist w ar- 
criminals, in his capacity as officer in the Red Army. 

In connection w ith this, he also interrogated the Nazi-military judge Erich Kallmcrten, w ho signed a confession that 
he w as personally responsible for 178 death-sentences w hich he had dealt out as the superior military judge of the 
Kiirland-army. Erich Kallmertcn was found beaten to death in 1947, in the prisoners-of-war camp Klaipeda. 
Already in 1949 the FRG (West-German) justice tried to make Gerhard Bbgelein responsible for the killing of the 
Nazi-bloodjudge Kallmerten. The investigations in this case were led by the Hamburg investigation-judge Kurt 
Stcckcl. Stcckcl had, like almost all the Nazi-jiidgcs, slipped through the so-called de-nazification process completely 
unscathed. Even in 1945 he was still working as state attorney at the People’s Court (a nazi ’’’justice” court) in 
Potsdam. The current trial w as held almost exclusively on the basis of the investigations of Stcckel. 

Gerhard Bogclein lived in the DDR since 1956, and w as therefore safe from the extradition demands from theFRG- 
justiec, until his arrest after the annexation of the DDR in 1989. 

The trial in Hamburg in 1992 w as typified by the fact, that the state attorney Harald Duhn held the accusation in 
the spirit of his old teacher Kurt Stcckel. The 22nd Chamber of Justice under judge Diethelm Erdmann follow ed 
this lead. In this trial the roles w ere turned around; out of the Nazi-perpetrator Erich Kallmertcn w as created the 
victim of a ’’low ly, carricd-oiit in the dark murder”, w bile the antifascist and resistance fighter Gerhard Bogclein 
was made into a |)erpctrator, in S|)ite of a very flimsy chain of ’clues’ and no w itncsscs. 

Trial support group Gerhard Bogelein 


For more information: 

Aiilonome Infognippe 
Scinveffelstr. 6 
2300 Kiel 
Germany 

Fax: Germany/431 /577036 
Tel: Germany / 431 7565899 


There are many ways to kill. 

Weare furiousaboul thedealb oriheanli-fascistand resistance 
fighter 

Gerhard Bogelein 

16.01.1924-09.03.1993 

prosecuted by Nazi- and FRG Justice. 

THEY have snatched him in 1989 from medical treatment in 
Leipzig, taken him to Hamburg, destroyed his health in prison 
and thereby led him into death. 

We mourn about our 
friend and comrade 

Trial support group Gerhard Bogelein 
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... AMD TO ESCALATE THE INTIFADA 

Interview with a Paiestinian from the Occupied Territories 


First of all, let me introduce myself. My name is Ali 
Jeddah, Palestinian, bom in the old city of Jerusa¬ 
lem, ex-political prisoner. I spent 17 years in Israeli 
jails, was released in 1985. In the meantime wor¬ 
king as a journalist. 

Concerning the situatidn in the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries, since the beginning of the negotiations, the so- 
called peace-negotiations. 

Well, I'm a Palestinian who is totally opposed to the 
peace-talks ^T), because if I want a scientific and 
deep analysis on which basis those PT are carried 
I will find out that these PT have nothing to do with 
the benefit of the Palestinian people. Now, let me 
try to give an image or a picture why the Americans 
are so interested in finding a solution for the Pale¬ 
stinian issue. As you know, after the end of the so- 
called Cold War, meaning between the main two 
strong forces Soviet-Union from one side and the 
USA from the other and after the result of the gulf- 
war, the U.S. are really interested in arranging the 
international map in behalf of the USA. 

The "Middle Eak" is one of the areas, which is so 
important, strategically, economically and politi¬ 
cally, for the U.S. In arranging the "Middle East" the 
U.S. have to face two main obstacles. One of those 
is totally demolished, meaning Iraq. The second 
one which is left is the Palestinian issue. The 
Americans are well aware of this fact that all the 
time the Palestinian issue has no solution there will 
be no stability in the "Middle East". The Palestinian 
issue is like a time-bomb which is ready to explode 
any time and the Americans know it. They began 
intensively to cany various affords in order to find a 
solution to the Palestinian issue. So, this solution 
disputes the way the Americans look to things, 
means that they want a solution which will do for 
their interest and the interest of the Israelis. 

When I say that I, as a Paiestinian, am against the 
PT which are taking place in Washington you 
shouldn't misunderstand me, meaning that I'm not 
interested in peace. No, usually I say that we are 
the people which is the most in need for peace. 
After such a long history of sufferings I think it's 
time for us to have a rest and to start having such a 
normal life like any human nation in all over the 
world. But I'm convinced that these PT which are 
under the conditions of the Americans and the 
Israelis are not leading to the kind of peace I mean. 
I regard it to be a conspiracy against the Palestinian 
nation. A conspiracy which is really looking for the 
ending, the total elimination of the Palestinian 
issue. Look, for example, the invitation, that was 
sent to the various parts who are participating in the 
PT, I want to talk about the Palestinian side. 

In this invitation you can't find any paragraph 
talking about the PLO as the sole legitimate repre¬ 
sentative of the Palestinian people. There is no pa¬ 
ragraph talking about having an independent Pale¬ 
stinian state and no dealing with Jerusalem as an 
occupied city like other areas in the Occupied Terri¬ 

62 


tories. The american invitation is not talking about 
Palestinians in the diaspora. So, what do I have to 
do in Washington? What kind of peace are we 
talking about? So for that. 

I say we are ready for peace. But we want serious 
peace which will guarantee all national legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people which can be ex¬ 
pressed in the right to self-determination of the 
Palestinian people, tthe right of establishing our in¬ 
dependent Palestinian state in the Occupied Terri¬ 
tories with Jerusalem as its capital. With the full 
participation on an equal level of the PLO as the 
representative of the Palestinians and to guarantee 
to have the right to return (to Palestine). When I 
talk about the right to return I have to talk about the 
Palestinians living in the diaspora. Today, after one 
year of negotiations, what did we get from them? I 
want to say it the way the Americans say it: "It's all 
bullshit." 

On the contrary I think, because of those PT we are 
the main loser in this as Palestinians. I can read a 
little bit in the future of the negotiations, in what is 
going to happen. 

There are negotiations between "Israel" and the 
Arab countries. Maybe soon they will have a peace¬ 
ful agreement with Syria, afterwards with the Leba¬ 
nese and with the Jordanians. It's very clear for all 
of them, the Israelis are talking about full nor¬ 
malization between the Arab countries and "Israel". 
Ok, they want to give us autonomy, they want to 
exercise us for three years. Then they want to 
negotiate and to find a final solution for the pal. 
issue. Who can guarantee that after three years 
any Arab country will come to help or to rescue the 
Palestinians. Even now the Arabs are not ready to 
support us. So after three years of such a norma¬ 
lization of relations they will be like what has hap¬ 
pened between Egypt and "Israel". Is Hafez al-Asad 
ready to come and to sacrifice for the Palestinians, 
or King Hussein or others? No. We will be alone in 
the field. Which means, our status of negotiating 
with the Israelis will be very, very weak. So for that. 
Why I regard the PT also as very dangerous is 
because in the meantime it's very obvious, very 
clear that we have a serious split among us Pa¬ 
lestinians. The mainstream in PLO, meaning al- 
Fatah, is ok with the negotiations where we have 
other eight factions, like the PFLP, DFLP and 
others, which are against the PT. Such a split is not 
only in the PLO outside it is also inside the Occu¬ 
pied Territories. 

Question: What does such a split mean for the 
Intifada? 

Such a split is doing a lot of harm to the Intifada, 
because the Intifada for us, we regard it to be the 
only option now, is the only way of struggling 
against the occupation. One of the most important 
factors for the success of the Intifada is the national 
unity of the Palestinians. So at the time such a 


national unity is absent you can't say that the 
intifada can really progress and can be very close 
to achieve its targets. Because of this split we 
can't, for example, function united. We are 
functioning separated. Fatah alone, PFLP alone, 
Hamas alone. There are a lot of contradictions con¬ 
cerning the political process. 

Question: OK, you say you are against the peace- 
process and against the autonomy. So, what do you 
suggest, what's your alternative? 

I don't bring my alternative from the sky, I bring it 
from the status quo, from where and how I'm living. 
The only solution I can see is, all efforts should be 
put in order to let the Intifada go on and to escalate 
the Intifada. Once I've recognized this means I 
should support it with the main elements. Politically, 
financially and economically on all levels. Meaning 
the Intifada should be really supported. So, the 
masses who are paying the price, the masses who 
are sacrifying daily can stand various measures 
carried out by the Israeli occupation against them. 
This is concerning the way of the struggle. On the 
political level it is time now to move the Palestinian 
file from the hands of the Americans to the United 
Nations (UN).Meaning that all members of the 
Security Council, esp. the European countries 
should deal with the Palestinian issue. We should 
not leave it in the hands of the Americans because 
they are not a neutral leader. 

Question: Do you really think there is a difference 
between the U.S. and the UN in dealing with this? 

Well, I don't believe in the UN. The "New World 
Order" means now, that you are not talking any¬ 
more about the UN-Security Council, it's now the 
USA-Security Council. But why I say we should 
take off the file from the hands of the Americans is 
that it is an obstacle to the American solution and I 
can mobilize in the Arab world and on the 
international level for the Palestinian issue. 

The autonomy that they propose now, those Pale¬ 
stinians who all think of themselves that they are 
smart. I'm talking about the Palestinian delegation, 
they want to convince us that the autonomy is not a 
permanent solution, but a temporary one. A 
transmittery period with our own independent state 
in the end. Ok, you are clever, you are smart. But 
don’t forget, that the Israelis from their side are also 
smart and clever. The Israelis are looking that when 
we finished with the 3 years of this transmitting pe¬ 
riod, there will be such a status quo and facts on 
ground which will not give us the hope that we are 
going towards a pal. ind. state. Take what's happen¬ 
ing in the WB, meaning the settlements. In the WB 
now we have about 170.000 settlers. For example 
let's say if you go to Ramallah area now, you will 
find arab villages which are totally surrounded with 
settlements. This gives you an idea what the future 
will be like. We will have small cantons for 
Palestinians, surrounded by various setllements. 
Such a situation will not enable us to create a net of 
relations among Palestinians. A net of relations, I 
mean, social, political, economical, because 


geographically we are cut from each other. So 
these elements, all the time they are absent we 
cant have a really basis for establishing an ind. pal. 
state. 

What is going to happen in the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries? I can see it clearly. It will be a joined palesti- 
nian-israeli administration. And in the future there 
will be a third partner which is Jordan. Now Jordan 
is out of the game, but in the future they are going 
to enter the WB again. And this due to the 
american solution which they are negotiating in 
Washington. 

Question: How are you going to face this 
conspiracy? 

As a Palestinian I can’t begin dealing with my 
brothers, other Palestinians, who support the PT . 
violently. I have to fight them politically, meaning to 
convince the masses that this direction will not be 
for the benefit of the pal. people. On the contrary 
we will be the main side which will be harmed by 
these PT. Supposed we will get the autonomy 
tomorrow how are we going to function as 
opposition? We have a very important issue with 
which you can mobilize the masses; Unification of 
the families. It happens a lot that one part of the 
family is living in the WB and the other in Amman 
and is not allowed to come back. So I will come 
with such a slogan saying: "Unification of the pal. 
families". I know pretty well that the pal. 
administration won't be authorized by the Israelis to 
handle this issue. Because, if you have the keys of 
the bridges (between Jordan and Pal.) means you 
have the keys of the authority. It will be the Israelis 
who decide who can come back and who cant. So 
what does the autonomy mean? The masses will 
begin to find out that the whole autonomy is 
worthless and it is not for what they have already 
sacrificed, thousands and thousands of martyrs, of 
wounded people and weakenings havent sacrificed 
for such an authority or independence. 

Now, as a part of the opposition I should look for 
those who agree with me politically and who oppose 
the PT 

Question: A lot of people are sympathising with 
Hamas, how do you deal with this? And on which 
level is it possible to work together with them? 

Fundamentalism is a result of desperation, every¬ 
where in the world. I know it pretty well through my 
17 years in prison. People who used to become 
fundamentalistic, people who were totally desperate 
don't believe in the national programm anymore. 
They think they've lost the world, but at least they 
can win the other world. Hamas, I have to admit is 
becoming more popular, because the pal. masses 
are becoming more desperate. They feel that the 
whole world, if it is the UN,the USA or the Arab 
countries, has betrayed them. So Hamas is really 
benefiting of the desperation among pal. people. 
But at the same time Hamas is totally against the 
PT and they have their own masses, so I'm 
interested to be in coalition with Hamas. In the 
mean-time we are concerning the future on the long 
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run. I know we'll have a lot of trouble with 
fundamentalism. But I'm talking about this period 
which I regard to be the most serious and 
dangerous period for the pal. people. For that I’m 
obliged to be in coalition with Hamas. 

Concerning the future I say to people of Hamas: 
O.k., you want an Islamic state and I want a 
socialist state. It is not you who will decide what 
kind of state we want or mean. Let's come back to 
the ma^s and they will give their last word 
concerning what kind of state they want and we 
should be democratic and accept the will of the 
majority of the Palestinians. If the masses, the 
majority, come tomorrow and want an Islamic state, 
I have to accept it. I ask the same from people of 
Hamas, if the majority wants a socialist state. 

Question: What about the situation of the pal. wo¬ 
men, what has changed for them? 

First let me say: On this level concerning the statue 
of the pal. women I have to say first how we regard 
the Intifada. 

The Intifada for us is not the throwing of the stones 
or the molotows. The Intifada is exactly what is 
happening inside the pal. society. The Intifada itself 
is a social, political, economical process taking 
place inside the pal. society. It is a process of buil¬ 
ding the infrastructure of the coming society. And 
we say usually, the Intifada is an historical and 
unique face in the history of the struggle of the pal. 
people. One of the aspects which gives the Intifada 
this definition are the changes which where carried 
on the statue of the pal. mind. 

Due to the Intifada the men are obliged to give 
women such a free hand, that they can express 
themselves, that they can give their affords in the 
Intifada. Take for example the popular committees: 
The Intifada is a pyramid and the base, at the be¬ 
ginning of the Intifada, were the popular com¬ 
mittees. The educationai, agricultural, medical 
committees and various others. Most of the 
members of those committees were either shot- 
killed, put in prison or deported. So, who were 
supposed to replace them were the women. 

Let me also admit that I come from an oriental 
society, which means we have our own mentallity 
towards how to deal with women. So it's not becau¬ 
se we want to give the women their freedom, but 
because of the new status quo we are obliged to 
give the ability for women to function more freely. 
And some of us they say now: "Well after this Inti¬ 
fada, we will be obliged for another one. It will be 
the Intifada of the women. I can't say a real revolu¬ 
tion has been carried on the status of the women 
but in comparision with their situation before the 
Intifada, I think there is a real radical change. 

Question: How do the womens organisations deal 
with the new situation? 

Now, all unions of the palestinean women are acti¬ 
ve. But unfortunately, once again I say to you, 
because of the political split among us as Palesti¬ 
nians, even the the pal. womens unions are suffe¬ 
ring from this split. We have four pal. unions. 
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Recently they made a united council and tried to 
come out with a joint communique, but the mam 
obstacle they have to face is the political spK 
among us, because those womens unions belong 
to the four fractions. Among the four fractions we 
have two who are totally o.k. with the PT, for ex 
the Fatah-fraction and the communist fraction and 
they are participating in the PT, while the two other 
fractions, the Popular Front of Habash and the 
Democratic Front of Hawatmeh are against the PT. 

When the Palestinians are now talking about 
boycotting the PT because of the deportations of 
the 418, I don't believe them. If you read the 
newspaper today, Yasser Arafat was very clear, he 
said: "We are not intending to boycott the PT". 
When the PT begin on february I'm quite convinced 
that the pai. delegation is going to move to 
VVashington to go on with the PT, that means we 
will have a lot of troubles among us Palestinians. 
At the same time we are so cautious and so careful 
that we will do our best that inspite of all these 
contradictions we will never deal with them 
violently, because we know, this would be the 
beginning of the end of our struggle. 

A lot of our masses are suffering, especially on the 
economic level, due to the Israeli measures. For 
ex. to put an area like Gaza Strip under curfew for 
more than one week means a lot of damage.There 
is such a high percentage of pal. workers who work 
inside "Israel". If they cant go to work on that day 
means they dont have food for their families on 
that day, and there are no other possibilities. The 
only alternative for us is to go on to escalate the 
Intifada. This is our only possibility that we can see 
in the mean-time which will enable us to get rid of 
the occupation. I cant see another alternative. 

Question: What do you think about the international 
solidarity movement and how do you regard them 
here? 

In the first two years of the Intifada there was a lot 
of solidarity with the pal. people. More and more 
the popular opinion in the international world began 
to find out, what's the meaning of the Israeli state 
and what's the meaning of the Palestinian issue. 
So, at that time there was such an interest and such 
a solidarity with the palestinean issue, but after¬ 
wards it began to calm down and at first because of 
the various changes which took place in the world 
esp. after the end of the "Cold War" and the new 
status of East Europe. I was in Germany in the 
beginning of 1990 and found out there were some 
groups who were really symphatizers of the 
Palestinians. They were ready to do any active so¬ 
lidarity for us, but now I cani hear anything from 
them. We used to see a lot of those Germans 
coming to Palestine, from time to time to the oc¬ 
cupied territories to find out what's happening. 

It seems that they are also suffering of desperation 
and frustration. I hope of course, that the sympathy 
and the solidarity with the pal.people will rise again. 
But I'm not so optimistic in this and I think that 
those left groups all over Europe are now more 


interested in facing what is called the american 
competition with the european countries, but I want 
to say to those left groups that, if you are really 
interested in beating the imperialists, mainly the 
Americans, you should do your best to support the 
Palestinians, because the more you support us, the 
more we will come closer and closer to achieve our 
targets. And once we achieve our targets I think it 
will be a such a very, very serious and heavy blow 
that you can direct to the imperialists. 

A normal human life for me means, as a Palesti¬ 
nian I want to walk freely in the streets of Palestine. 

I shouldn't be scared, I shouldn't be worried. Now I 
will be stopped by the soldiers, I will be harrassed, I 
will be beaten. 

I want to have my own passport. What's the 
meaning of the laissez-passer they gave me, it is 
really ridiculous. They are writing; Place of birth - 
Israel, citizenship • Jordanian, totally ridiculous. 
Now, a normal human life for me means that if I 
ask my 4-years-old daughter to draw something for 
me I want to see nature, trees, green things, water. 
But what I see are stones, soldiers, camps. This is 
not the daughter I want to raise. She is totally 
destroyed, psychologically, and she is only an 
example. I'm talking about a whole generation, 
which is totally destroyed, psychologically. 

Question: What about the situation of the Palesti¬ 
nians living outside of Palestine? 

The Palestinians who are living in the diaspora, 
mainly in refugee-camps in Syria, Jordan and Le¬ 
banon, are in a very miserable situation. Because 
due to the new situation, meaning the "peace- 
process", they are totally forgotten. Nobody wants 
to talk about them. And Tm really afraid, because I 
see that there is such a policy organized by the 
Americans and the Europeans together with the Is¬ 
raelis and the Arab regimes concerning those Pale¬ 
stinians living in the diaspora. Little by little they are 
dispersing them in all over the world. So there case 
will be forgotten. The same is for Palestinians 
inside the "green line", meaning inside "Israel". The 
Israelis say to them: "If you want to live here be a 
good Palestinian, shut up, don't deal with politics 
and accept our decisions". I can't separate this si¬ 
tuation from what is happening in the Arab world. I 
hope there will soon be some radical changes 
which will have their influence on the pal. issue. 
Even the leadership of the Palestinians, mainly the 
PLO, is no more the leadership which was once so 
popular among the Palestinians, because they feel 
betrayed by them. So I think 1993 will be a very 
crucial year and I hope it will be for the benefit of 
the pal. people. 

The core of the conflict is not the occupation. The 
roots of it is the nature of the Israeli state. All the 
time "Israel" has such a nature, meaning the Zionist 
nature, colonialism and expansion, I think we will 
going to have trouble in this area. So, in order to 
get rid of ali these troubles we should do the best to 
reach to one independent Palestine, which will be a 
secular, democratic state in which all societies will 


liye together, Palestinians and Israelis, in real 
equality. 

More and more Israelis recognize now that their 
own interest is contrary to the Zionist movement. If 
they want to live in real peace in this area, under 
human conditions, they have to get rid of the Zionist 
nature of the Israeli state. 

Question: Is there a coalition or do you work to¬ 
gether with Israeli leftists? 

Well, unfortunately the Israeli peace-camp is such 
a broad camp with Zionists, the center and the Left. 
The real radical left Israelis are such a minority, you 
can't mention them in the mean-time. They are so 
isolated inside the Israeli society. But I say, since 
the beginning of the Intifada, there was a process of 
polarization inside the Israeli society and if you are 
interested in deepening this you have to go on and 
to escalate the Intifada. 

Before the Intifada 92% of the Israelis were totally 
ok with the occupation, because it was a profitable 
project for them. But since the beginning of the 
Intifada it's no more like that. There are two main 
currents inside the Israeli society. One, which 
seems to be the majority, is talking about the total 
transfer of the Palestinians. While the other one is 
saying now; "It's time to sit and to talk with the 
Palestinians". So, if you want to deepen this 
polarization, you don't go to Washington to carry 
PT. 

Question: I'm also interested in...hm...how can the 
women, for ex. from the PFLP, work together with 
Hamas, because Hamas wants the women back 
into their traditional roles? 

Also the men of the PFLP are against such de¬ 
mands from the fundamentalistic elements. But 
what we say to them in the mean-time is: "Ok, let's 
put your ideology aside and we put our ideology 
aside". Our main fight now is a political one. We 
want to face what is called the peace-talks in Wa¬ 
shington and we want to undermine it. And it is only 
possible on a united basis. So, on this basis you 
can work together with Hamas, but if we come to 
the social views, there are a lot of contradictions. 
And I said to you in the beginning, that in the future 
we'll have a lot of trouble. 

Jerusalem, January 1993 
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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH-FRIENDSHIP-CAMP IN SUSA/LIBYA 

FROM25th -31 St AUGUST 1992 


Travelogue of the West-German Delegation 


Our delegation consisted of 10 
persons. All of us come from the 
northern part of Germany. 

The journey had been planned on 
extremely short notice (less than two 
weeks ahead) and it has not been 
possible to find participants on a 
country-wide level. 

On August 23, 92 we started our 
journey at Hamburg Airport. First we 
went to Frankfurt, from there we flew 
to Malta. From Malta we travelled by 
ship to Tripolis/ Libya. The boat 
passage took app. 17 hours. From 
there we had to t^e two more flights 
in order to arrive at our destination. 
The first trip was from Tripolis to 
Benghazi which is situated app. 1000 
km to the east and the second was 
from Benghazi to Susa, another 200 
km to the East. 

The International Airport of Tripoli 
looked haunting. Besides us nobody 
seemed to fly from there. To us this 
was the first VISIBLE impression of 
the international air embargo against 
Libya (aside from the fact that we 
could not take a direct flight but had 
to travel by boat from Malta). 

Late at night on the second day of the 
journey we reached the camp close 
the the small town of Susa. That is a 
kind of holiday resort, at the seaside. 
We stayed in small cottages that 
consisted of one room with five beds 
each. 

In the camp participated app. 150 
people from 9 different countries: 
Danmark, Germany (East and West), 
Holland, Luxembourg, Gt. Britain, 
Rumania, Spain, Malta, and Libya. 

The stay was planned according to an 
exact schedule. 

Between 8.00 and 9.00 am there was 
breakfast 9.30 to 11.00 we had a 
lecture every day. We were informed 
about the school system, the political 
system, the Lockerbie case and about 
society/ Islam. Of two of the lectures, 
minutes are printed here. 

11.30 am to app. 14.00 pm we had 
trips into the environs. Mostly it was 
excavation sites of ancient Greek or 
Roman places: i.e. the cities of Gyrene 
and Apollonia. 

Some of us were a little disappointed 
to see ancient cities every day and 
would have preferred to visit schools 
or factories. But the problem was that 
1. it was summer holidays at the time 


and 2. that in this area the main 
industry is agrarian and there are 
almost no factories. 

Around 14.00 pm we had lunch and 
until 16.00 pm there was free time 
which most people used to swim in 
the sea. 

16.00 pm to 18.00 pm there were 
group discussions, mostly about the 
subject that we had the lecture on in 
the morning. Two minutes of these 
discussions of the German group are 
printed here. 

The discussing groups were divided 
according to language. One one hand 
this was a big pity because of that we 
came to know less of the people from 
the other countries but on the other 
hand this was useful since in this way 
there had only to be a translation from 
the Arabic language into one other 
language at a time. The lectures were 
always translated into 3 to 5 different 
languages. A discussion would not 
have been possible in that manner. 
18.00 pm to 20.00 pm it was sports 
time: volleyball, soccer, rowing, 
swimming and gymnastics. This was a 
very good arrangement. Nobody can 
listen and discuss a whole day and 
many of us found it very sensible that 
sports made for a fixed item on the 
schedule. 

At 20.00 pm there was dinner and, 
after that, party. Mostly a band or 
dance company performed, but as 
soon as they were having a break, 
participants in the camp went onto the 
stage and sung and danced in the 
meantime. This often ended with a 
mayor part of the camp was up there 
singing, clapping, dancing, or that the 
delegations were performing arts firom 
their respective cultures ie. imitating 
each other. 

At this point a triple chichichiwawa to 
our Spanish comrades- you were 
great! 

And now before we stop to report we 
wish to make an end with two 
misinformations that were (spooking) 
at least in our mind: 

1) ’The houses to those who live in 
them” does NOT mean that all people 
in Libya get a house for free. It 
means, though, that there is no 
housing for hire (exept for those who 
stay in Libya only temporarily) and 
that everyone owns the place they live 
in. But this they have to buy and the 
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instalments are not necessarily low. It 
also means, though, that it is 
forbidden to earn money by exploiting 
the basic human need to have a place 
to live in. 

Nobody is allowed to own more than 
one house unless he/she works far 
away from home and has to live in 
two cities. 

2) That in Libya no-one has to wo± 
more than 4 hours a day is nonsense. 
Nomally a working day has 8 hours. 

In conclusion we wish to say that 
although 10 days are extremely short 
to even gain just a first impression, 
this journey has been a complete 
success and a Totally impressive 
experience. 

The program was very interesting but 
most important in the end was the 
person-to-person contacts that we 
made with the people in the camp and 
the discussions that took place there. 
We started to the journey with many 
questions in our heads, some of which 
have been answered, but we came 
back with many more questions, but 
also with a multitude of impressions 
and experiences. 

We hope that the minutes can give an 
impression and will encourage 
discussions. That these cannot be far- 
reaching analyses seems obvious. 






WOMENMEETING 


In this meeting were participating 9 
women from Spain, 3 from Germany, 
1 from England and 2 of the 3 libyan 
women. 

This meeting was "of course" , 
inspite of the often praised equality, 
not a part of the programme and we 
had to meet inbetween two things of 
the fulfilled days with very little 
time. 

We had a lot of questions to the 
libyan women, but due to the fact, 
that we had to translate english, arab, 
Spanish and german into all 
directions, run that meeting in a 
pretty good humor but was also very 
chaotic. 

? Our first question was , how far the 
equality between men and women is 
realized 

! Women have some freedom but not 
the whole , mostly because of the 
religion. Women are allowed to 
study what they want to, they can 
also work, but the person^ freedom 
is limited. We can only move around 
in a smaller room, f. e. we can't take 
a boyfriend. The developement of 
women rights is building up , but 
often women don' t manage from 
their inner feeling to take their 
freedom. 

? Why are there only 3 women from 
Libya here in this camp? 

! Maybe they didn't know about it 
and there are aswell holidays now. 

? How comes , that the men knew 
about it and are not all at holidays? 

! Thats always a problem, maybe 
nobody told the women. 


? In the green book is written, that 
the natural role of women is to be a 
mother. It says , that work keeps 
women away from their natural role 
and makes them unfree. 

! No, women don' t have to have 
children, they also don' t have to 
marry. But most women do marry 
because it is the onlv chance to have 
sex. As a virgin we are not allowed 
to live alone. The alternative is 
husband or family. 

? Are the women allowed to choose 
their husband by themselves? 

! Yes , today they can. In former 
times it was usual that the man came 
with a lot of gifts to her father, today 
he has only to bring a ring, and the 
woman can choose her husband. 

? Are there any problems if women 
want to get divorced? 

! Women have the same right to get 
divorced as men. After a divorce the 
woman keeps the house and what 
they own together.The state is paying 
subsistence for her. Then she is 
allowed to live alone because she's 
not a virgin anymore. 

? Do you get financial support by the 
state during your studies? 

! Yes, during the studies women get 
more money than men. When a 
woman , and a mam ask for the same 
job, the woman will get it. They do it 
because they want to push women. 
Women also get busses for going to 
work or to University for free. 

? We want to know, if there are 
womenmeetings for talking about 
politics? ! Last week there was a 


womencamp in Algeria. But it is like 
that, that men have the power in 
society. To take power, it's a thing 
which "women simply don’t do", but 
they try to change themselves. 

? In the green book there is written 
that kindergardens are unnatural, that 
they are like chickenfarms. Are there 
women who work although they have 
children? 

! There are many kindergardens. The 
reality is different from the green 
book. 

? Is there any violence against 
women in the libyan society, rape, 
f.e.? 

! It's not "usual" , normally it doesn' 
t happen. 

? And what’s about the families? 

! It would never happen inside the 
family. The men are much to afraid 
of the social pressure. 

(Afew days later, when we were 
talking about the women's situation 
in Germany, they said, that there is 
also rape in Libya but that it is 
hushed up. The image of a raped 
woman is ruined but the man has 
proved his virility. In the end the two 
libyan women said, that they would 
like to know more about the women’s 
situation in Europe and that we have 
to arrange another meeting. 
Everybody was enthusiastic about 
this idea but sadly we didn't manage 
to meet because there was not 
enough time for us. 


PROTOCOL OF THE LECTURE ON THE POLITICAL SYSTEM 

(Lecture held in arable. Translated from the German script) 


"First of all we have got to talk about 
the term 'democracy' [Greek: rule of 
the state by the people. Translator]. 
What is called democracy today (in 
most of the countries) is no 'people’s 
rule' [rule of the people by the 
people.T.]. There are only parties, i.e. 
a small group of people holds the 
power either the party leaders or the 
leaders of the armed forces. 

DemoCTacy is a very old term and 
there have been attempts to translate it 
into action again and again. What is 
understood by democracy today is not 
the 'people's rule* but rather a 
'partycracy'. Parties channel the way 


of the people to the power. This is no 
real democracy. 

Actually the elected people are the 
rulers and they are able to do 
whatever they want. Before the next 
elections they make some small 
concessions to be reelected. And the 
poor people in a country wiU be 
directed towards their hunger and will 
submit themselves. That's why a good 
nourishment is very important to 
create independance. The government 
is responsible for the nourishment. 

The so-called democracies of today 
want the people to stay poor so that 
their power is not endangered. The 
governments are creating ignorance 


by puipose. Their power is based on 
the ignorance of the people. 
Democracy means that the whole 
people holds the power. In Libya 
exists the attempt to to translate direct 
democracy into action since 15 years. 
Quite a lot has been established 
during that time. We would like to 
discuss about it with you. Your 
opinion is of importance for us. 

Our system is called 'Jamahiriya', 
which is a difference to 'Jumhuriya' 
(republic) as in Europe. 

In our country there are existing 
committees consisting of the whole 
people. When parties are ruling there 
always is struggle. Here every person 
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has got power without being member 
of a party. Parties are dangerous for 
the ’people*s rule' because there 
representatives hold the power which 
they perform instead of the people. 
Let's take the city of Susa for" 
example. Conforming to the western 
model of democracy the people would 
elect a representative for Susa to the 
parliament. In our system there are no 
representatives. The people of Susa 
join together to discuss a problem. 
Then they decide on a delegate with 
an imperative mandate who transmits 
the decision taken in Susa to the 
General People Congress. The 
delegate has got no right to change 
anything at the decision taken. It is as 
if whole Susa is participating through 
this person in the sessions. Actually 
the delegates are only 'postWOmen* 
who deliver something. In the General 
People Congress there are meeting 
one hundred 'postWOmen' and decide 
on the agenda. The 'postWOmen* are 
only allowed to articulate their own 
opinion in the Basis People 
Congresses [on local level, T.] where 
the discussions are going to be held 
but not in the General People 
Congress [on national level, T.]. If 
e.g. the city of Susa desires to do 
something which would only concern 
the city of Susa the people of Susa are 
free to make their decisions 
independently and act on their own. 
The decisions are implemented by 
Executive Committees. 

In western democracies the 
representatives normally are rich. 
Here it doesn't matter because the 
delegates only deliver something. In 
the so-called democracies in the 
western world poor people do not 
even have the idea to become 
representative. They do not even 
know about the problems of their 
country. On the other side the elected 
representatives cannot know what 
people want, what the real needs and 
problems are. The result of this are 
manifestations for example. The only 
way to solve that are People 
Congresses. 

In the 'Jamahiriya' the delegates 
cannot fantasize. It is somewhat like a 
parliament but much bigger. In a 
parliament there are about 500 seats 
let's say, that is to say only the 
opinions of very few persons. Here we 
have got two million seats. If a law is 
created two million opinions are taken 
into account. And the 'postWOman* is 
not allowed to open the letter and to 
change the text. Whatever the people 
say will be implemented. The free 
opinion has got to be protected. 
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E.g. it is not possible that people work 
for somebody else. In such a case the 
factory must be squatted. Either the 
manufactories have got to be state- 
owned or the employees must form a 
cooperative. Nobody is allowed to 
own a lot of houses to rent them. 
Everybody owns the house she/he is 
living in. These provisions liberate the 
people to develop their own political 
opinions and ideas. Nobody needs to 
be enslaved because of her/his basic 
needs. 

Here there doesn't exist a bourgeoisie 
who organizes everything. 

By means of debts dependence is 
created. If e.g. a country makes a law 
against the USA the United States 
Stop their support and the country 
becomes even poorer, the people 
become poorer. This way a people 
never b^omes free. People will 
always be forced to submit 
themselves to the bourgeoisie directly 
or indirectly. 

If e.g. students in the USA claim for 
something, maybe a part of it will be 
implemented to calm them, but they 
will never get everything they wished. 
We do not have to direct ourselves 
'upwards'. A lot of people in the so- 
c^led democracies believe that it 


would be democracy if only die 
people may articulate whai it 
But this is not true. Only die 'people's 
rule' is democratic. Only a people 
governing and ruling itself is able to 
articulate its opinion and to 
IMPLEMENT it 

If you want to publish something in a 
newspaper in the West your article 
might be rejected. The uQv/spapsrs 
want to make money and your c^iinion 
has got to fit in. Othmvise your 
opinion is censored. It is different 
here. 

A lot people seem to believe that it is 
enough to swear at the govOTiment (X 
to make manifestations. But if there 
would be a real world wide 
democracy all of the people would 
have said what they wanted and 
worldwars wouldn’t have taken place 
either. Nuclear power stations are not 
liked by people but only by very few 
who make money with it World 
democracy would mean peace on the 
whole earth. 

The direction of democracy must be 
changed. 

Of course this has been very 
incomplete but one hour is not enough 
to explain the term of 'democracy' 
properly." 


ORGANOGRAMM DER VOLKSMACHT 




Discussion 

The beginning of this discussion has 
been quite chaotic. A lot of questions 
had b^n asked and the answers had 
been messed up a bit 
The attempt failed to bring things in 
order here. 

[The typer] 

?: -Is the Jamahirya based on the 
-ideas of anarchists in Spain? 

- How often are Ae People 
Congresses taking place? 

- How are the decisions from 
different cities put together? 

-What happens if there are two 
major positions in a discussion? 

- How are minorities treated? 

- What is the share of women in the 
People Congresses? 

"Well, the idea of the Jamahiriya is not 
a new one, but nobody succeded to 
realize it over a longer period 
anywhere. Libya is also an attempt. 
The delegates to the people^s 
congresses are always very responsable 
and the people trust them. If the 
delegate is male, the deputy has got to 
be female. If there is no woman, the 
job stays vacant until there is a woman 
found. In the past the delegates had 
been elected for three years, now it is 
depending on how he or she is 
working. If there arises criticism 
against a delegate then it has got to be 
articulated and accounted in the public. 
Then the people of the city or of the 
district decide on it in an unscheduled 
meeting.” 

? How does it work in practice? To 
whom one can address oneself, if 
she or he has crticism? 

"You write letters to the Basis People 
Congress.” 

? How many letters are needed to call 
for an unscheduled session? 

"We don’t know that exactly, but we 
assume about 15 letters are necessary. 
If a session shall take place people will 
be informed by letter or on radio or 
TV. People who don't participate don’t 
have the right to complain afterwards. 
If only two people appear those two 
are able to decide. - If a decision 
concerns only one city or one district 
the problem can be solved there, if the 
financial resources are sufficient. If 
something concerns the whole state the 
problem is going to be discussed 
everywhere. Lockerbie’ for example 
had been discussed everywhere, every 
municipality sends a delegate. ” 

? How often do the big People 
Congresses take place? 

"Twice a year, once there are treated 
minor problems, Basis People 
Congresses are being held more often 


depending on what needs to be 
clarified. The Basis People Congresses 
elect Executive Committees which do 
the work between the sessions. The 
Committees have a very variable 
structure. There are Committees of 
cities, districts, schools, universities 
and different professions.” 

(At this point we hardly can 
imagine that two sessions of the 
People Congresses a year are 
sufficient and we try to construct an 
urgent question concerning the 
whole state, which had been quite 
difficult:) ? What would happen, if 
the armed forces of the USA would 
attack Libya directly and the 
question is how Libya should react? 
’’Questions like this are decided 
beforehand and it is obvious that the 
country would be defended. The rest 
would be decided by the Secretary of 
State for Defence, and the execution 
lies in the responsibility of the 
Executive Committee.” 

? What is the role of Quaddafi in that 
case? 

"Quaddafi only gives advices. He is 
important at two points: First he wrote 
the theory, the ’Green Book’, he may 
give advices to change the system. 
They will be discussed then. But not 
only he but everyboby else, even 
foreigners, may give advices to 
optimate the theory. E.g. the 'Green 
Book’ did contain proposuals for 
economic reforms but it is completely 
different made now. In certain areas 
people with experience do have much 
more knowledge than Quaddafi. The 
second point is that Quadaffi is Major 
of the Libyan army. When he will be 
gone some day there won’t be an empty 
place left” 

? Why are there such a lot of pictures 
of Quaddafi in pubUc buildings, if 
he is not that important? 

"There doesn’t exists an obligation to 
hang up these pictures but there also 
doesn't exist a law against it. Quadaffi 
is the personification of what the 
changes in the country led to. People 
hang up what they like and a lot of 
people like him." 

We ask why there aren’t pictures 
hung up showing the people’s 
masses and we get to know that 
Quaddafi asked the same question 
himself once. 

”A lot of people hang up a picture of 
Quaddafi because he is a good person, 
because of sympathy. But you are 
right, that it is not good to make one 
human being especially great.” 

We ask once again whether there 
won’t be missing something if 
Quaddafi wouldn’t be any longer. 
And a second question is: Quaddafi 


had not be elected at any time, 
which is to say that he can’t be 
dismissed as well. 

"No, we don't believe, that we need 
him any longer. Until 1978 he has been 
President and we all know that he 
came into power with a coup d’6tat. 
But he won a lot of supporters 
especially by the dismission of the 
military bases." 

Once again we come back to basis 
democracy and we wanted to know 
what happens in the question of 
tourism e.g. if there are 60% in 
favour and 40% against. Will both 
positions be transfered to the 
General People Congress? 

"It wouldn’t be democracy to neglect 
40% of the population. The opinions in 
the Basis People Congresses are 
accounted each time and thereafter the 
distribution looks different in most 
cases. If e.g. 80% are in favour of 
tourism, tourism will be implemented 
to 80%, which is to say that the reasons 
of the oppenent minority will be taken 
into consideration. Tourists don't get 
any alcohol for example, they've got to 
adapt to the culture. The decision in 
Kufra (city in the desert in the south of 
Libya) where there i^ only few water 
people said that they didn’t want to 
build hotels for tourists and that they 
can’t take daily showers due to the 
shortness of water, but that tourists are 
welcome, if they sleep in tents as we 
do and want to live here with us the 
way we live here.” 

? We ask how many people 
participate in the Basic People 
Congresses in the average? 

"This is quite different. There are 
questions which interest almost 
everybody and then these people are 
comimg.” 

We tell them that that we have 
often problems with our plenary 
meetings because there might be a 
soccer match and nobody comes to 
the meeting. 

"During the Congresses all shops arc 
closed. With the exclusion of an 
emergency service nobody has got to 
work and there are no soccer games on 
those days or they are delayed.” 

? If people shall make wise decisions 
they have to be informed well. How 
do you manage this? 

"Informations from experts are 
distributed beforehand and the experts 
participate in the Congress meetings as 
well." 

We couldn’t imagine that the 
informations mailed would always 
be well-balanced and especially 
sufficient enough. But we didn’t 
receive a satisfying answer. 
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The Lockerbie-Case 


Reports from different european 
countries and Libya about the level of 
information and the evaluation of this 
case and the obliged surrender of the 
two Libyans by Great Britain and the 
USA. 


Libyan statement 

Libya is a member of the United 
Nations (UN), the Arab League (AL), 
the Maghreb Union and the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU). 
The Libyan-US-American-conflict 
started in 1970 when the young 
revoultionary government kick^ out 
the mili^-bases and had different 
culminating points during the 70's and 
80's. 

When the suspect against the two 
Libyans has gone public all Libyan 
students in the USA got expelled. And 
since 6 months there is an air- 
embargo even when obviously Libya 
is innocent. After the crash of the 
airplane over Lockerbie in december 
1988 a lot of countries have been 
accused: Syria, Iran and different 
Palestinian groups. Three years later, 
when all the bad guys had turned into 
nice chaps, Libya was sudd^ly on the 
agenda. 

In november 1991 a formal request 
for surrender was given to the Libyan 
government, which installed an 

examining magistrate. The Libyan 
demand is: 1) the acceptance of 

international laws (Treaty of 

Montreal) and 2) the acceptance of 
national souvereignty. Of course the 
guilty of the bombing should be 
punished, but right now Libya is 

accused and threatend with a military 
intervention. Great Britain and the 
USA demanded in the Security 
Council (SC) of the UN the surrender 
of the two Libyans and got the right to 
enforce it with the air-embargo 
(resolution 748). This means to ignore 
constitutional rights aswell as 
international laws. Libya wanted to 
cooperate: Suggestions were an 
international court in Libya, to accept 
the votum of the International Court 
of Justice in The Hague, to surrender 
the suspects to the AL or to Malta and 
install an international court there. 
Everything has been refused, the 
US/UK-alliance are only willing to 
accept their own prejudiced courts. 


British statement 

In 1986 the US bombed with British 
assistance Tripoli and Benghazi in 
revenge of the assault of the disco La 
Belle in West-Berlin. Later on it 
turned out that the wrong country had 
been bombed (the Syrians spent more 
money on their air-raid defence). 

After all the usual Middle East 
teiTorist-states had been suspected the 
enemy no. 1 (as Reagan declared) was 
found guilty.In a case of brilliant 
British forensic evidence the bomb 
was traced from the Scotish Highlands 
via Frankfurt and Malta to Kaddafi*s 
tent. In the Pan-Am plane were a 
suitcase of cocain, some DEA agents, 
5 CIA-agents with another suitcase 
full of money, the left-overs of a 
Middle East covert action to free 
Lebanese hostages. 

For two days the CIA shut off the 
place of the accident. Nobody knows 
what has happend and which evidence 


has been destroyed. All in all it looks 
like a masterpiece of US fcffeign 
policy. 

Spanish statement 
To surrender the two citizen would 
violate the Libyan laws because th^e 
is no treaty of extradition between the 
USA and Libya. It’s impcfftant to 
analyse the relationship between 
Libya and the USA and their position 
in nowadays world. Aft^ the ending 
of the East-West-Conflict the USA 
poses as the world’s safety-guard. But 
without any interest in a just New 
World Order: Their invasion of 
Panama, their dirty war against 
Nicaragua, their trading-embargo 
against Cuba. This culminates into the 
air-embargo against Libya. 

And that's why it is important to 
create a human unity between all the 
jointly people. The only alternative 
can be a NEW peace-movement 
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Discussion of the statements 

? means a question 

! means an answer 

? How does Libya cope with the 
situation now. We have heard you 
partly stopped the assistance of 
liberation movements and we 
would like to know if it weren't 
more sensible to keep the friends 
Libya still has. 

! What do you mean by that. 

? We think a campaign to discredit 
Libya is on and has nothing to do 
with any facts. The only way to 
cope with it is international 
solidarity. Naturally, Lockerbie is 
the occasion for an always wanted 
aggression. The solution can't be a 
draw-back (meaning: look, we are 
nice chaps). 

? Why is ^is resolution compared to 
the Israel-resolutions obliging. 

! Well, in spite of others this one is 
based on chapter 7 of the UN- 
Charta and therefore obliging (It’s 
the second in the history of the 
UN; the first was against Iraq). 

? Why isn't the AL supporting 
Libya. It wouldn’t be possible to 
boycott the whole Arab World. 

! The AL is ffictioned. A lot of 
Arab countries are depending on 
imports. They simply can’t afford 
to be affected by an embargo. 

? An effective solidarity campaign 
must be started in the Arab World 
because no government in the 
northern hemisphere is willing to 
and only a few non-governmental 
organizations are not strong 
enough. 

What do you think about 
constructing a peace process 
comparable to the CSCE in the 
Middle East and North Africa. 
Without any kind of talks there 
never will be peace. 

! We assume this would lead to a 
severe rupture in the AL. Anyway, 
the presuppose would be that all 
states are souvereign. But Egypt 
f.e. is depending on wheat imports 
from the USA. Now it’s more 
important to discuss the actual 
character of the UN. It’s not 
accectable at all that the Security 
Council consists out of the Group 
of 7, because too many of them 
have a veto and we developing 
countries have no ch^ce 
whatsoever. 

? How are the developing countries 
going to change the UN-system 
when the only criteria for UN- 
ambassadors are family-ties. 


! So what, the industrialized criteria 
are party-ties. 

? But back to the AL again, is there 
really no possibility at all they will 
not join the embargo. 

! Well, we think it would have been 
possible to solve the Iraq-Quwait- 
Conflict within the Arab region. 
But some countries preferred to 
provide the USA with military- 
bases. As we already said there is 
no unity at all. Actually we don't 
want our neighbours to join us in a 
war, we just want them to stop 
providing the USA with logistic^ 
advice. 

We never said a word against the 
arabic propaganda against Libya. 
We know it's wrong, but we can't 
afford to have any more enemies. 
It's like that, if an Arab country 
gets developing-aid from the US 
they fus about it, but if it's money 
from Libya you better be quiet. 
We are back-benchers of 
international politics. 

? What will Libya do in a 
forthcoming general assembly of 
the UN, there are only 20 
European, but 150 Third-World- 
Countries. 

! Nevertheless, it takes only one 
European state to oppress 10 of us. 
And look, China hasn’t exercised 


its veto. Conveniently there was a 
vote on Chinese-American 
trading-agreements on the agenda 
of the American government. So it 
was a simple ihis-for-that. 

The Second World War made 
things like the Berlin-Wall an the 
UN possible. Today the Wall has 
gone (never mind the 
consequences), but the UN still 
exists in the same structures. A 
reorganization is overdue, but this 
we can't do on our own. 

Regarding Lockerbie we will 
believe it wouldn’t make a 
difference if we are going to 
surrender or not. The aggressions 
against Libya are an integral part 
of the US foreign policy and will 
continue anyway. 

? So, if the Libyan position to the 
warrant of surrender won't matter 
at all, why do you stop the 
contributions of the liberation 
movements. 

! Well, the Palestinians [which 
ones, we never found out] actually 
said Libya should stop the 
assistance. Because in the long run 
it's better to renounce for some 
time instead of every time. And 
today Libya is in a situation of 
needing help and support for itself. 


Die Maghreb - Staaten 
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DECLARATION OF SOUSA YOUTH CAMP 25 - 31ST AUGUST 1992 
INTRODUCTION 

18^1^ ORGANISED BY TOE lAMAHKIYA 

greneration^s^tI^ 

LffiYAA^DEm^^^ GERMANY, ROMANIA,LUXEMBOURG MALTA, 

CAMP WAS EXTRE^^LY SUCCESSFUL IN FACILITATING THE 

necessary for international CO - OPERATION BETWEEN 
STUDENTS, AND FOR EDUCATING MANY DELEGATES ABOUT TBffi 
SOCIETY AND CUSTOMS OF OUR HOST COUNTRY THE GREAT SOCIALIST PEOPLES 

^ CONFERENCE A CONSENSUS WAS 
RJ^CIffiD ON MANY SUBJECTS : THE ATTACHED DECLARATION PROVIDES A 
SUMMARY OF THE MOST IMPORTANT: a 

DUE TO THE LACK OF INTERNATIONAL AND GLOBAL FORUMS FOR THE YOUTH 
AND STUDENTS IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE YOUTH FRIENDSHIP CAMP AT SOUSA 

S BO ™ - AND IHAT A MO^I^NT SaS 

PART "1" 

V^TEffi UNDERSIGNED PARTICIPANTS OF THE SOUSA YOUTH CAMP 1992 CALL FOR 
THE FOLLOWING: 

OVERTURN THE TWO U.N. RESOLUTIONS AGAINST 
LIBYA IMPOSED UNJUSTLY, BE INTENSIFIED 

2/ THAT WE SUPPORT THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ACTION BY YOUTH AND 
STUDENTS OF THE WORLD IN SUPPORT THE WORLD ON NOVEMBER 15 TH 1992 

3/ THAT WE SUPPORT ALL CAMPAIGNS FOR PEACE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AND 
JUSTICE FOR LIBYA 

4/ THAT WE EXPRESS OUR SOLIDARITY WITH THE LIBYAN PEOPLE IN THESE 
DIFFICULT TIMES 


PART "2" 


EVALUATION THE SOUSA YOUTH CAMP. 


DURING THE CAMP THE PARTICIPANTS HAVE HAD THE GOOD FORTUNE TO 

FRANK DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING VARIOUS ISSUES 
AND ASPECTS OF LIFE IN THE JAMAHIRIYA SOCIETY . THESE HAVE INCLUDED THE 
YOUTH AND STUDENT MOVMENT, EDUCATIONAL ADVANCES FOLLOWING THE FT. 
FATAH REVOLUTION 1969 UNDER THE PRINCIPLE OF THE THIRD UNIVERSAL 
THEORY, THE POLITICAL STRUCTURE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
PEOPLE, LIBYA IN AN INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT VISA VIS THE LOCKERBIE CRISIS 
WOMEN IN THE JAMAHIRIYA SOCIETY, AND THE CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS OF 
JAMAHIRIYA SOCIETY. 


WE HAVE ALSO ACQUIRED MUCH KNOWLEDGE OF THE RICH CULTURE 
JAMAHIRIYA SOCIETY, AND LEARNT OF ITS HISTORY AND ITS ADVANCES 


OF 


SIGNED, 

YOUTH CAMP, SOUSA 1992 
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CONCERNING THE socalled MEN’S QUESTION 


What you will read in the following, Is a text written as a basis for discussion for the 
men’s meeting of a FRG-infoshop-meeting. After that a protocol of the discussion 
that followed mis text. The reason for writing this text was, that men’s meeting, 
happening in infoshop-meetings before, as a rule drowned in trivial bla-bla or even 
in silence. To be a man in patriarchy is obviously not enough to start discussing 
about that. 

For publishing, the text was gone over again slightly and the section concerning 
the Myth of Equality was added. 

The publishing has the aim to give once again an impulse for a discussion about 
the “men’s question’’, patriarchy and revolution. We hope for reaction, which can 
enrich the discussion on the next infoshop-meeting. 


Basis For Discussion for the 
Men’s Meeting 

The authors think that 
patriarchy cannot be 
crystallized out of the general 
system, the totality of society. 
That means, that it is not 
possible to construct an 
independant structure, which 
(for example) exists 
autonomously of capitalist 
structures. Capitalism is 
always sexist (and racist), 
patriarchy on the contrary 
has undergone different 
mouldings in history, there are 
no (calculated roughly) 3000 
years old, continually the 
same structures of mastery of 
men over women. 

When the authors speak 
about structures, they don't 
have the view of control 
external of the "human 
being", which manipulates 
the people, but 
the "human beings" are part 
of the structures, and that 
concerns all: men and 
women, workers and 
capitalists. The structures pass 
through the people and give 
them the figures and the 
latitudes in which they can 
move and choose, and the 
individuals are reproducing 
theses structures by their day- 
to-day acting. 

These structures are 
contradictory whithin 
themselves. They split up 


society in spheres, which 
have different functions and 
are organised in a hierarchy 
according to their 
contribution to the overall 
aim of society - the 
production of (surplus-)value. 

An example: 

Thf division of public and 
private 

The unfolding capitalism, the 
goods production to the end 
of accumulating of value 
instead of meeting needs, is 
tearing apart the feudalistic 
entity of production and 
reproduction the extended 
family. The public sphere 
(which existed already 
before), in which goods are 
produced, administered and 
converted into (surplus- 
)value, in which the overall 
working is guarded, becomes 
the most important sphere, 
while the reproduction, the 
private, though necessary 
(and although it is created in 
the meaning of today only 
by this division) is considered 
of inferiour value. The -well 
known - role-attributing is 
happening: The man as the 
'feeder' and producer, the 
woman as the housewife 
and the emotional and 
material invisible hand. The 
public sphere is organized 
functional-rational, this 
excudes on principle any 


sensousness. The sensousness, 
which precisely cannot hbe 
organized functionally- 
rationally, is set of inferiour 
value because of this 
refractoriness - and by that 
the projectionobject, the 
woman. If one is moving in 
the public sphere, is 
recognizing it as his sphere 
and is deriving his identity 
from it, this requires to be 
able to suppress sensousness 
and to postpone sensual 
needs - until the return to the 
private sector family, in other 
words: One has to be 
psychically structured in a 
way, so that the social 
division of public and private 
can be dublicated and 
endured/managed. 

Small example: 

Social Work 

On the one hand social work 
is always contradictory in 
itself, because - as a 
capitalized sector of 
reproductive work - requires 
a work, which is sensous 
(Dealing with other people's 
feelings etc.), but at the 
same time forces it in a form 
which actually excludes 
exactly this. On the other 
hand social work is valued 
differently by the men and 
women who are doing it: 

Men upvalue the activities, 
they adjust them to the 
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necessity of forming an 
identity by working, whiie 
women consider them more 
os a salaried pursuit of their 
(domestic) women's role. 

The man projects 
sensousness on the private 
sector, that means 
heterosexuals on women - 
because of external 
necessities (= structural 
violence), which include the 
behaviour of other men and 
women, and because of the 
corresponding pre-structuring 
of the male psyche. Women 
in the public sphere are 
either recognized as being of 
neutral sex or are used (by 
heterosexuals) as projection 
screens for suppressed 
sensousness, because on 
principle they are an 'alien 
element' in a 'men's world' 
and have to be put in 'their' 
place by psychological 
digestion mechanisms. By the 
way, the first coincides with 
the bourgoise equivalence 
(of course to the goods it is 
the same by whom they are 
produced, although the 
capitalist is using biological 
and social differences for his 
pursuit of profit), which 
neglects differences 
between individuals, the later 
is the emphasis on the 
difference (in this case the 
one between man and 
woman), which is biologisticly 
ideologized, what is equally 
bourgoise. 

In the private sector, the 
family/relationship and its 
developments (Single, 
'polygamy' etc.) the 
heterosexual is oscillating 
between the ideal/desire of 
freedom/independance of 
the woman, the resumption 
of the ideal of the gluuton for 
work reproducting and being 
sufficient for itself, on the one 
hand, and the acceptance 
of the dependence on the 
emotional work of the 
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woman on the other hand. 

He waveres between self- 
realization in the private 
sector and wrapping up in a 
total relationship, the perfect 
symbiosis, which promises 
eternal bliss and safety. 

What does that mean to 
revolutionary men, 

I.e. us? 

When the authors talk about 
men/heterosexuals, this of 
course includes us (and the 
authors). We are unseparably 
a part of the system, whether 
we want or not, we live in the 
compulsions givben by the 
social structures and are 
reproducting this structures 
by our day-to-day acting. A 
boycot is not possbile, the 
individual balingh out (even 
the one of 1.000 individuals 
side-by-side) a bourgoise 
idea which at best results in 
taking oneself for a ride. 

If the male bourgoise 
individual normally tries to 
find its identity in the public 
sector, or - because of the 
increasing feeble¬ 
mindedness and uselessness 
of the activities in this sector - 
protects it on a 'self- 
realization' in the private 
sector, then in our scene this 
appears as the searching for 
identity in the political action. 
Just politics as a public event 
is a part of the public sector 
par excellance. Identity is 
formed by the particular form 
of political action (theory, 
street fighting, functionary 
work etc.) and is guarded by 
the corresponding 
ideological superstructure, 
with the tendency of resulting 
in the depreciation of other, 
seemingly or really 
competing forms of activity/ 
identities (theory versus 
practice etc.) 

Sensouosness is excluded 


also from our practice - and 
that often necessarily: There 
is no sensouos theoretical 
work and an attack on 
fascists surely is one of the 
most un-sensouos matters at 
all. And we are projectirtg 
the sensouosness we canrvDt 
tolerate on the private sector 
and - as far as heterosexuals 
are concerned - on women. 
Our relation towards women 
in mixed groups is 
corresponding to that: Either 
they are considered as being 
of neutral sex, i.e. they are 
not recognized as individuals 
with a different social 
background (considering 
revolution - and counter¬ 
revolution - all are equal) and 
/or the difference is 
emphasized and they are 
identified with a special sort 
of functions, for example the 
well-known as the oil an the 
waves of male competition 
and the invisible hand for the 
essential, identity creating 
work of men. But this also 
means that a dependance 
on women exists, that 
logically has to be denied 
automatically, to not destroy 
the myth of the autonomous, 
free individual fighting 
heroically with unselfish 
devotion for revolution. 

A downright trivial example: 

The seif-organisation of 
women. 

When women are liberating 
themselves from this 
assignments and 
identifications and want to 
make visible and live 
'womanliness', that means 
organize themselves 
according to their ideas and 
needs, they attack exactly 
these structures. 

The predominating form of 
reaction , the attempt to 
hinder the self-organisation, 
at least to control it, is the 


result of, on the one hand, 
the fear of being deprived, 
on the other hand the fear of 
the unmasking of the myth of 
equivalence. 

First excursion: 

We enlarge on the fear of 

being deprived 
(or the fear of loss) 

As has been said, fear of loss 
means the fear of losing the 
source of reproduction/ 
sensouosness, which is split 
off and has to be 
reappropriated, but in this 
way can be controlled; the 
fear of losing the area of 
retreat, the peace and 
protection of the 
competition in the 'men's 
world', the struggle for 
identity and power. This refers 
to the fear of sensouosness/ 
intimacy with other men. To 
split off and control 
sensousness means 
conversily, that it is 
experienced as a danger, if it 
could be connected with the 
pulling down of borderlines 
between sectors, often split 
off necessarily, like 
functionality/rationality and 
feelings/sensouosness (and 
on principle this danger with 
sensouosness does always 
exist, because it baiks at 
functionality and frequently 
appears in waves - look at 
the famous/notorious floating 
in the case of falling love). 
Because of the pre-dominion 
of rational/functional 
alliances and competition 
among men, sensouosness is 
especially considered a 
threat of male identity. It is a 
threat to the borderlines, 
which are errected between 
oneself and the other and 
which are only stepped over 
under narcotism or extreme 
emotional conditions. In this 
the myth of the gay as being 
sexually indefatigable and 


infinite sensouos has .its roots - 
the same myth as of other 
'children of nature' as blacks 
- which is at the same time 
admired/envyed and 
resisted. Men's leagues are 
functional/rational alliances - 
at least for the mutual 
affirmation that one is man 
and not a woman - in which 
the competition is put aside 
for some time to reach a 
common goal, in which 
homo-erotic machinations 
are a lubricant and get a 
vent, but have to be kept in 
strict limits to be tolerated 
The more severe are the 
sanctions, when the limits are 
stepped over. 

For heterosexuals gays 
represent the permanent 
reminder that there could be 
a different life than theirs - 
even if this results in the 
strangest attributes and 
projections on gays. 

(Lesbians on the contrary 
represent the most 
consequent threat to male 
control of their source of 
sensouosness.) 


Second excursion: 

Concerning the myth of 
equality. 

Equality is always abstract, it 
is indifferent of the specific 
content - consequently for 
example Christian Klar 
(prisoner of the RAF) and 
Christian Worch (one Fuhrer 
of Nazi organizations) should 
be treated in line with the 
same laws (according to the 
classic bourgoise standards). 
This principle is valid in our 
structures too: Women are 
having equal rights - and if 
they don't throw stones, we 
conclude that they are just 
different, or are to blame 
themselves anyway, 
because they would have 
the right to do it. 


Beyond this horizon: The 
maybe different motivation, 
the different confrontation, 
the preceding alteration of 
the own socialization - 
equality exists only abstract, 
as a moral catagory in duty 
of revolution. 

In our ranks equality (of 
course the one in duty of 
revolution) is considered as a 
sublime goal, which we, as 
good revolutionaries, have 
already reached (or, cross 
my heart and hope to die, 
are hard working at). If 
women, while pointing at 
existing un-equalities and 
relations of dominion, attack 
this and expose it as a myth, 
firstly we are peeved, 
secondly we are trying to 
'realize' the same principle 
on a new level. Favorite 
measures are the tolerating 
of a controlable women's 
self-organisation (also 
suitable as an alibi), the 
formal equation by quotas, 
power of veto etc. and the 
self-accusating plea of guilty 
plus following imitation of a 
Chamdieon. That women, 
who don't want to be 
subsumed under this equality, 
or - as lesbian - cannot be 
subsumed, are excluded and 
are made invisible by that, is 
then only a logical 
consequence. 

(some men from 2 cities) 
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This is a list of Infoshops connected to the International Infoshop Meeting. 

If you want your Infoshop to be added on this list, write down the adress, telephonenumber and send it to CLASH 


Austria 

Infoladen 
MargaretengUrtel 
122-124/1/K 
1050 Wien 
(+43) 0222- 
542307 

Infoladen 
Kapuzinerstr. 36 
4020 Linz 
(+43) 0732- 
279660 

Infoladen 
Schillerstr. 7/19 
8010 Graz 
(+43) 0316- 
384739 

Britain 

Bookshop 
121 Ruilton Road 
London SE 24 

56A Infoshop 
56A Crampton 
Road 

London SE 17 

TSDC, London 
ABC 

121 Railton Road 
London SE 24 

Anti-Facist-Action 
BM BOX 1734 
London WC1 
N3XX 

Denmark 

Autonomt Info 
Elmegade 27 
2200 Copenhagen 
N 

(+45) 31351212 

Cafe Usmalia 
Ungdomhuset 
Jagdvej 69 
2200 Copenhagen 
N 

Euskadi 

UrtokI Kollektiboa 
Apdo 1453 
Donostia - 
S.Sebastian 
(Guipuzkoa) 
3443421931 

France 

Wolnitza 
42 Rue Bordeau 
6900 Lyon 

M.A.P. Printing 
37, Rue Burdeaux 
69001 Lyon 

Germany-East 

Infoladen Daneben 
Rigaerstr. 84 
0-1035 Berlin 

Infoladen 
Bestattung 
Kastanienallee 65 
0-1058 Berlin 


Infoladen 
Hebbelstr. 15 
0-1560 Potsdam 
Infoladen 
Kellnerstr. 10A 
0-4020 Halle/S 

Infoladen Sabotnik 
c/o Mainzerhof 
e.V. 

Mainzerhofplatz 6 
0-5020 Erfurt 
(+ ) 0361-27865 

Infocafe 
Gerberstr. 1 
0-5300 Weimar 

Infoladen 
Brandstrdmstr. 6 
0-6900 Jena 

Infoladen Grenzfall 
GrOnstr. 60 
0-7560 Guben 

Germany-West 
Sparstr. 21 
Infoladen Omega 
1000 Berlin 65 
(+49) 030- 
4537023 

Nachladen 
Waldemarstr. 36 
1000 Berlin 36 

Papiertiger 
Cuvrystr. 25 
1000 Berlin 36 

Schwa rzmarkt 
Kleiner 

Schaferkamp 46 
2000 Hamburg 36 
(+49) 040-446095 

Infoladen Omega 
Bahnhofstr. 44 
2350 NeumQnster 
(+49) 04321- 
45927 

Infoladen ThePrax 
c/o T-stube 
Am Stadtpark 2 
2370 Redensburg 
(+49)04331- 
29566 

Infoladen 
Hafermarkt 6 
2390 Flensburg 
(+49) 0461-12991 

Infoladen Assata 
c/o Alternative e.V. 
A. d. Wallhalbinsel 
27 

2400 LObeck 
(+49) 0451- 
861497 

Infoladen 
Umschlagplatz 
St. Pauli Str. 10-12 
2800 Bremen 
(+49) 0421-75682 
Infoladen 
Kornstr. 28/30 
3000 Hannover 1 
(+49)0511-715032 


Infoladen 
c/o Buchladen 
Rote Str. 10 
3400 Gdttingen 

Projekt Archiv 
c/o Druckluft 
Am Fdrderturm 27 
4200 Oberhausen 
Infoladen 
Oesterholzstr. 88 
4600 Dortmund 
(+49) 0231- 
837481 

Infoladen Anschlag 
Heeperstr. 132 
4800 Bielefeld 
(+49)0521- 
171253 

Infoladen 

L.-Camphausen- 

Str.36 

5000 Kdin 1 

(+49) 0221- 

522907 

Infoladen Bonn 
Wolfstr. 10/HH 
5300 Bonn 1 
(+49) 0228- 
659513 

Infoladen 
Brunnenstr. 41 
5600 Wuppertal 
(+49) 0202- 
311790 

Infoladen 
c/o Exzess 
Leipziger Str. 91 
6000 Frankfurt/M- 
Bockenheim 

infoladen 
Frankfurter Str. 63 
6050 Offenbach 
(+49) 069-821522 

Infoladen “Basta" 
Frankfurter Str. 58 
6100 Darmstadt 
(+49) 06151- 
295639 

Infoladen 
Werderstr. 8 
6200 Wiesbaden 
(+49)0611- 
440664 

Infoladen 
Sgdanlage 20/HH 
6300 GieSen 
(+49) 0641-74423 

Infoladen Moskito 
Alte Bergheimer 
Str. 7a 

6900 Heidelberg 
(+49)06221- 
181200 

PressehOtte 
Mutlangen 
- Infoladen 
Forststr. 3 
7075 Mutlangen 
(+49)07171-76210 


Infoladen Subito 
Klarastr. 73 
7800 Freiburg 
(+49) 0761- 
381414 

infoladen 
Breisacherstr. 12 
8000 MGnchen 80 
(+49) 089- 
4489638 

Infoladen Uferlos 
K. Adenauer Allee 
21 

8900 Augsburg 

Italy 

Radio Onda Rossa 
Via dei Volsci 56 
00 100 Roma 
(+39) 6-491750 

Centro Soziale 
Leoncavallo 
Via Leoncavallo 22 
20 100 Milano 
(+39) 2-26140287 

T28 Infoshop 
Via dei Transisti' 
28 

Milano 

Radio Onda d'Urto 
Contrada Carmine 
16 

25 121 Brescia 
(+39) 30-46596 

Radia Sherwood 
Vicola Pontecorvo 
la 

35 100 Padova 
(+39) 49-46596 

Centro Soziale 
Gramigna 
Via Monta 100 
Padova 

C. di 

Communicazione 
Antagoni 
Via Avesella 5/B 
40 100 Bologna 

C. Informazione 
Internatzionale 
V. Tagliapietre 8/B 
Bologna 
051-260556 

Netherland 

Infokafee de Kolk 
PB 3762 
(Nieuwezijdskolk 
11 ) 

1001 AN 
Amsterdam 

Infoshop Gron 
Steentilstraat 38 
Mall: PB 2107 
Groningen 
(+31)050-133247 

De Invalshoek 
Koppenhinksteeg 2 
2312 HX Leiden 
(+31)071-127619 


Infowinkel Phoenix 
Stieitjestraat 21 
3071 JX 
Rottterdam 
(+31)010- 
4231385 

Infowinkel Assata 
Koninejinnelaan 1 
6542 2H Nijmegen 

Norway 

Blitz Bokkafe 
Pilestredet 30 C 
0146 Oslo 
(+47) 2110109 

UFFA Info 
Inherredsvn 69 c 
7002 Trondheim 
(+47) 07-514899 

Sweden 

Bokhandein Info 
Hornsgatan 151 
Stockholm 
(+46) 08-6585839 

Barrikaden 

(Newspaper) 

BOX 7539 
20042 Malmd 

Wapiti 
Killiansg. 15 
22221 Lund 
(+46)140977 

Spain 

Lokal 

Calle de la Cerra 2 
Barcelona 

Switzerland 

Autonome 
Voixbibliothek 
c/o Reitschule 
Neubruchstr. 8 
3012 Bern 
(+ )31246317 

Infoladen Kasama 
Postfach 
(Anwandstr. 34) 
8026 Zurich 



